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AN 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


RE DEST INA TION 
and Grace have been a 
long time the ordinary 
| ſubje® of Diſcourſe 
| among moſt truely Chriſtian 
Perſons. But yet it may be 
ſaid,there's nothing leſs known. 
It is talkt of with much heat ; 
but with very little light. They 
are mighty zealous for the de- 
fence of Grace; but ſcarce are 
there any to be found , who 
wow the worth and merit of 
| © 


| THAT which ip yet more 
ſurpriſing, is, that many of 
thoſe who would fain paſs for 
| Learned and Knowing,and who 
Ko A 3 da 
| 


Advertiſement. 


do*ſeem moſtly to nphold the 
þ Loy hat do only ſtick 
to ſome Truths which they rec- 
| kom as the principal; with the 
greateſt eaſe imaginable aban- 
doning thoſe , which are the 
chief or the neceſſary conſe- 
quences of it. So true is it, 
that there are very few perſons 
who have penetrated and ſear- 
ched into that connexion, 
which chains and holds toge- 
ther all the Truths of this great 


Myſtery. 


THEREFORE, to grve 
you a clearer, and more aſſured 
and entire knowledge of it, T 
have thought it very. fitting to 
make thoſe Truths appear quite 
naked to you, and to diſcover 
that Band which faſtens them 
el together. without ſtrengthen- 
ing them with their proofs : 
for that I reſerve for a ſecond 
Work, contenting my ſelf here 

| to 


Advertifement. | 
to fix as a Label to every Truth 
« teſtimony , eſpecially: out of 
S4int Auguſtine , 'which may 
ſerve to perſwade\ it. I have 
inſerted it in the Margin, and 
afterwards F obſerve to you 
the other places where that - 
Learned and Holy Do&@or has 
tavght that Truth. yy 


= I oo put twice one 
and the ſame Concluſion 

(which is very rave) iis to 
make you know , that it is 
drawn from divers principles. 
If there alſo happens any, thet 
may ſeems not to be at all, or 
but very little different from 
the athers, it is becanſe their 
expreſſuon is more conforming 
—_ Theol 5 or to 
the Text it ſelf of the Fathers; 
or elſe, that it is more clear , 
and renders the Band more vi- 
ſible and conſpicuom. Py | 
i | 


Advertiſement. 


1 HAVE not only taken 
notice that there are few per- 
ſons who perfetly know the 
connexion that is between the 
Truths of Grace: but I have 
alſo remarked to you, that 
there is mathing more com- 
mon than this Opinion : that 
it ſerves to very little purpoſe, 
if at all to exy,for a Chriſtian 
to know the Truths of this 
Myſtery , which we ought to 
adore, and to leave the fludy 
and the ſearch of them to the 
Learned. 


I'T ie the pretence of that 
wnſound Religion, which keeps 
the greateſt part of Chriſtians 
im the ignorance of thoſe great 
Truths, on which are eftabli- 
ſoed the moſt Ghniltian vir- 
fues; 5 are, the fear of the 
Judgments of GOD, mith 
which St. Paul would have us 

labour 


- 


Advertiſement. 
libonr to onr Salvation: the 


foreſight of our Miſery, which 

ought to be the ground and 
foundation of our humility 3 
an abſolute and entire diff- 
dence of our ſelves, which 
ought to be ſuſtain'd by a per- 
Je# confidence in the mercy 
of GOD alpne; a continual 
attention on the thoughts and 
motions of onr hearts; as alſo 
upon our words and ations, 
which ought to be accompanied 
with an ardent Prayer, without 
ceaſing, demanding the ſnc- 
cours that are neceſſary for ws 
every moment, to combat, and 
£0 Overcome. 


TIF theſe Virtues are at this 
day ſo rare, and if we ſee in 
the Children of Grace ſolittle 
of a Chriſtian Spirit z FÞmay 
well dare to ſay, thatitis be- 
fanſe they. never give then- 
ſelves time to conſider theſe 

Truths 


Advertiſement. 


Truths as they ought , which 

take away all from the Crea- 

ture, #0 give alto GOD: or 

if they believe them,it is with- 

out knowing them, and without 

making any RefleGion as they 
do npon then. 


TIS therefore to revive 
theſe Virtues in the beerts of 
Ghriſtians, and to diſabuſe 
thoſe who are falſely perſuaded 
that the Truths of Predeſtina- 
tion ard of Grace are dead 
and nnprofitable Truths,which 
give not any ſentiments of 
Piety, that I have made 
upon every Truth a Moral Re- 
fleFion. 1 do not pretend not- 
withſtanding to conſtrain the 
liberty of the minde and heart, 
but my deſign is only to lay « 
Model before Chriſtian Souls, 
that deſire to form their con- 
du and way of living upon 
the Maxims of Grace, and to 

con 


Advertiſement. 
conſecrate theirs Thoughts as 
as well as their yt af 
. myſtery of Love it ſelf. 
| he fruit which I beg of our 
;LoR D to give to this little 
| Piece , which is made to the 


Praiſe and the Glory of hit 
'GRACE. 


THE 


| 


THE 
CONTEN.TS. 


He firſt Truth. Ibid. 

The ſecond Truth. 2. 

The third Truth. 3. 
The fourth Truth. 5. 
The fifth Truth. 6, 
The fixth Truth. s. 
The ſeventh Truth. 9. 
The eighth Truth. I. 
The ninth Truth. I2. 


With a Conſideration and RefieQion to each 
Truth. 


General Conclufions which follow 
theſe firſt Truths. m . 


With their Conſiderations and Reflections. 


Par- 


ons, for Man Sound and Innocent. 


"39s 

With Conſiderations and Reflections. 
General Truths for the Eſtate of Cor- 
. rupted Man by Stn. $7: 
The firſt Truth. ibid. 
The ſecond Truth, 59. 
The third Truth. 61. 
The fourth Truth. 62. 


With Confiderations and RefteQions on cach 
' Truth. 


Concluſions of the precedent Truths 
for the ſtate of Criminal Man. 65, 


With Conſiderations and ReficQions.. 


Truths for the Re-eftabliſhed frate of 
.- Man. | 145- 
The firſt Trxeh. | thid. 
'The ſecond Truth. 148, 
The third Truth. 150. 


= 


The fourth Truth. I5Hs 
With Conſiderations and Reflections. 


Concluſions of the Precedent Fyaths 
for the cftate of re-cliablifthed 
Man, I53«- 


| With Conſiderations and Reflections. 
Chriſtian Conſiderations and Refle&j- 


ons upon the Alliance of the Grace- 
of God, with the liberty of Maa. 


in all Eſtates. 205. 
The firſt Truth. ibid. 
With a Conſideration and Refieftion, 


Conſequences of this firſt Truth, 209. 


The ſecond Truth. 214... 
The third Truth. 216, 


With Conſiderations and Reflections. 
The Concluſions of the Precedent- 


Truths. 218... 


With Conſiderations and Reflections, 
OF. 


= + 


For the eſtate of Corrupt Nature. 


236. | 

Truth. Ibid, | 

* Wit Cenfidcrations and RefleBions. 
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THE 
MIRROUR 
OF 
Chriſtian Piety. 


The Firſt Truths for all Eſtates. 


Firt TAUOTH. 


T H E Creatwre can be onely © Credins 


derived from nothing. = wife 4 


We believe thar God cemecd al kgs er ER. 
thing. S. Aug. Manu. cap. 2. & lib. t. contra Ad- 


verſ. legis, caps 23s lib. 11, de Civit. caps 1. & lib. de 
vera Relig. 


Conſideration. 


BEFORE the Creature, there 
is onely to be conceived God and 
Nathing. —_ God, can mw. 

Cee 


- 2 that is to lay, give him a Being, 


| The Firſt Truths 
ceed from the Subſtance of Go. 
There is onely then to be contidercd 
the nothing, which can be the Origji- 


nal of the Creature. . 


RefleFion. 


REFLECT, O Creature, up- 
on that Nothing ; which being thy 

inal, and the formdation of thy 
Meanneſs, ought to be the confuſion 
of thy Pride, and the ground of all 
thy humility. 


IL TRUTH. 


I'T I'S onely Almighty God that 


allqzia W*can bring a Creature out of amiing 


Conſideration. 


THAT which is in nothing, is 
nothing ; and that which is nothing, 
can neither do ary thing , nor give 


ary thing. That onely which ts, 
an ive King, 2nd foe in he oe 
nels 


: Wo. - a 
neſs of himſelf wherewithal to- all 
up that Vacuzns. 


RefleGtos. 


HAPPY Creature! if 
truly knoweſt, and art thanktul, 
what thou art, *tis God has e 
thee. But, wretched be'lt thou, if 
thou pridett thy felt wa thy (@lf, as 
if thou by thine awn power hadi 
wade thy felt. 


ITIL TAQOTH. 


THE Creatwe cannot but of it Hoc ſcis 
ſelf be ſubject to fall into the defect 7 NAturam 
of his ton, and of his being. —_ 

ull arte doficore: > 4 
Caged wh ſus Cn Sept 6s 


ny: 008 the he I  poing. map 
de ver. Rilig. 18 & 19+ lib. cont. Mex. c. 12. lib. de 


Conjug. c. 28. Sewn. 10. inV orba Apoftols, lib. 12. de 
Cinuitat. G& bk. 6. 7. 9 © & i413. 


Conſideration. 


I S not this what the Apoſtle tea- 
ches us, when. he fays that Every 
B 2 


Crea» 


nt _—_- , 
p - 


NT cm e————_ 


The Firſt Truths 

Creature is ſubjeft to vanity, that is 
to ſay , not to be long what it is ? 
and the Nothing, which is his Origi- 
nal, is it not the firſt ſource of this 
weaknels : fince the Creature cannot 
zt (elf be reduced but to what it 

from its own Original ? 

AND now AG&ton being a Con- 
ſequence of the being z the weakneſs 
of the Creature, which is abandon'd 
and Ictt to what it is, and to what 
it hath of its ſelf, does not render it 
leſs ſubject to the defed of its 4Gion, 
than to that of its being, 


Refledion. 


O CREATURE then! doſt 
thou acknowledge that of thy (clt 
thou canſt only precipitately throw 
thy ſelf upon thine own ruine 3 that 
weakneſs is the Appanage and por- 
tion of thy Nature 3 and that there 
is nothing worthy of thee, but thy 
nothing and defeQs? But if thou doit 
know it, how canſt thou find in thy 
heart to be (o proud, as if thy Infir- 
mities and Detefts were not natural 


*to thee? How canſt thou ceaſe from 


extolling and praiſing the rome 


for all Eftates. 
of the Creator, who leaves no ſuffici- 


ency in us wherewith to heal the | 
leaſt of all our Evils ? 


IV.TARUTH. 


G OD cannot be the cauſe of Nemo Na- 
ſin 3 but onely the will of the Crea- quiſe 9 
Pure, malus eſt, 
vitio malus oft. None is wicked by his nature ; but he 
that is wicked, 15 ſo by his Corruption. S. Aug. lib. 
14« de Civ. caps 6. vid. lib. de Nat. bozi, |. 2. & 3. de 
lib. arbit. lib. de 83, queſt. by 1. & 3. lib. 7. Geneſe Lett. 
C. 27. 1 traft. in $. John 4 13+ c- »ſq, ad 19. lib. cont. 
Second. & cont. ſortun. difÞ. 2+ t. cont. Epiſt. fondem. 
&. 36. & 38. |. cont. Maxim. Cc. 11 |. 3. tYin. G 14. |. 2. 


de retratt. c. 6. l. 12. deCivit. C2, 3» & 6. & |. 14 
cape 11s 


Conſideration. 


G OD is neceſſarily a Good from 
whence all other things flow : 
and not being able to ceaſe trom be- 
ing a Good , it is impoſſible for him 
to be the cauſe of ſm. The will of 
the Creatzre onely is a Good in its 
ſelf, which, being free, can make the 
choice of an Evit , which makes it 
ceaſe from being Good. 


B 3 Re- 


EE I 
- 


c The Firſt Trathe © 
Refletion. 


O THE great heighth of Impi- 
ay, which accuſes God of Crimes, 
whereof it is impoſſhble for him to 
be the Author, and which ſeldom 
or never accuſes the will of the Crea- 

. tre , Which is the onely Criminal ! 
*Tis this blindneſs which makes us 
inſenfible of our evils, and which 15 
the cauſe why the wounds of our 
Souls are never healed. What gricf 
and forrow do we feel at an evil 
which we thmk to be ont of us? 
and what probability is there of cu- 
ring our ſelves, if we are ignorant 
where we ought to apply the Re- 
medy ? 


V. TKULUTH. 


Firmifims T H E Wiſdame, the Juſtice, and 
eredituy the Goodneſs of God, cannot com» 
Deun i% mand a Reaſonable and Innaceut cres- 
Pun v9; tave any thing, which it is impoſſible 


fibilia non for him to nor impute to him 
potwiſſe that, which he is not capable of a- 
precipert. voiding, 

Nemo pec- 


cat in eo quod caveri non poteſk, We do moſt firmly 
believe 


| 
b 
| 


”F; 


| 


believe that God, who I is ſt Ind good, cannot com- 
mand things ther are impotile, S. Ang. lib. di Nat. 
& Gra. &. 69. & c:g3. None fins in that which he 
cannot age SR ” Aug. lib. 1. retraft. c. 11. 
13: 15, & 16. C lib. 3. lib. arb. © $6. & 17. lib. 2. 
animar. c 11-lib. de Corrupt. Go 11. Oc 


——— — 
* 


Conſideration. 


I F this were not true, we 
then ſay that God, who hath py 
Creature under this weaknalb a "ak 
puiflance, would: be rather the cauſe 
;d fin, than the Wit, which fhould- 
oh what it qugbt, in \ickiig ir ( it fe” 
Lip:to this lmpuiſlance 


be natural to it. 
R efleFiton. 


T H E N do not thou, Sinner. a- 
ny more excuſe thy ſelf, upon the 
difficulty of the Law : For (6 far is 
itfrom excufing thee , that it con- 
demns thee ; 4ince that if thou art 
under an Impuiffance and pay 
for doing good; it is becauſe thy Li- 
berty is become the Captive of fm z 
and thou haſt no inclination and 
propenſity to evil, but becauſe th 
Wil is departed from the true G 


B4' Vi. 


VI TROTH. 


Deus ad i- T O BE an intelligent, or rca- 
magimnem \onable Creature, is _ the Image 
ſuam bomi- of God 


nem ſecit z 

propter boc quod ti dedit mentem intelleflualem. God 
created man' after his own Image, in that he gave him 
an ſpirit. S. Aug. lib. 6. Genef. litt. 
caps 12+ lib. 3. cap. 19. |. imperf. ſup. Geneſ. c. 16. |. 1. 
Sup. Geneſ. tontra Manich. c. 19. 1. de 83. __— 4 $1. 
& 67. |. 1. retrath. ©. 26. firm. 27. in verba Apoſtoli. 
L. 4 contre[fuligy. Co Z-l, 6. Col. b. 12. de Civitatesc. 


22. & 234 13. Confeſſionum, c. 32. 1.1. de Oper. perſett. 
Ce 63. be 3+ 6 3 1; 4. ©: 39. 1. de Doftvin. ay { 


Ce. 22.1. 24. contra Me. C2. |. contra ſerm. Arian. 
& 16. in Inſtruttion. in Pſalm. 32. 
Conſideration. 


W H © does not know. that to 
be the Image of God, is to be in- 
dow'd with a Reaſonable Soul ; 
that is to ſay, an Intellefiive faculty, 
to know God 3 and a Will, to love 
him? which Image of God cannot 
be without the knowledge and Love 
of God. himſclt. - 


Refletiion. 


W H AT a Glorious honour is it 
| tor 


RD ma @BATLAEATYF TT 


for our Soul to bear, by the Right of 
its nature, «the Chara&ers of the . 
bleſſed Divinity ! But what a Crime, 
what a Confaſion, if that,which 
is onely made to conſider this Eter- 
| nal Beauty and Truth, ſhuts its eyes 
| againſt this Divine Light 3 not 'to 
hf open them but to Lies and Creature- 
6-2 vanities 5 if that, which Almig 
God hath created onely to love this 
atone true Good, hath a love for no- 
thing but for that which is not God & - 
and, to conclude, if we ſully and de- 
hle this Image, which is a pure Spi- - 
| rit, in living the life of Beaſts, which - 
have onely an inclination and indul- - 


gent kindneſs for the Body ! 
VII TAUOTH., 


T H E SoveraigtrGood of a Rea» Non «f 
fonable Creature carmot be, but in ſh Ovens - 
glorifying,” and Injoyment of God; HO 

; Mk: Coal | Intelle- - 
and in being in his Kingdom. 21-1 nods bo». - 
num, quo beata fit, nifs Deus. There 1s no other Good 

God, which can make happy a Reaſonable or In- 
telligent Creatures: S; Aug lib, 12. de Civac. 1. l. 19. 
C 25, Epiit. 120, CG 29. 3%. .& 31. Strmon. 14. in 
verba Apoſtoli, l. 1. contra Ful. co 7. l. 2+ Go 1. 1.3 c.3 
{. 3. de Opere perfefÞ. £99. S.Fuig lt. ad Mn, (18. 


Bg Cons. - 
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Conſideration. 


"T1 $ impoſſible for this propoti- 
tion to be otherwiſe 9 pn 


tainly true > becauſe that this Crea- 

ing raiſcd and elevated, by the 
excellency of his being, above all o- 
thers, it can have $uperiour 
to its felt but God ; and healone 
cans be the perfection and extreamett 
End of his Image, as he alone is the 


Beginning of it. 
K efleftion. 


K N O W then, O my Soul, the 
Excellency of thy Nature; and 
know it well once, that thou mayſt 
think on it always, that thou art but 
for one God 1 and that there is no 
Creatuze clie cither in Heaven or 
Earth, bow noble, rich, or 
foever it may be, which is worthy 
thee. There is. onely one Gad which. 
can beivg « {uthcient content and (a- 
eisfaction to. thy Love; and it &s in 
him alone that "thou mayſt affuredly 
bod thy "Tis then i in vain, 
awd labour lofi, but it is not without 


VIIL TR D Tk: 
I T cannot pothbly be otherwiſe Uſ5; 4 Dev 
_, and 


than a very great 4 molt bonum eft 
afflicting circumſtanee of Miſexy, to j,,y, 


an Inteliigent Creatwre, never to EnJOy [era oe we= 
God, and to be Acparated from. the cefſe fit. Si 
Lite and the Kingdom of God. gary 


- 
, 


of the Saints, and nor to defire - 
the rw niger ? Cs b verba. - 
Apoſtol 


WHAT? is. it poſſible that ic 
ihould. not be a very great evil wa 


Rea. 


| 
| 


diftancc 


God , and never to enter into 


God, and 
pire but to 


om of God, to be for ever 


, 


© not- ro 


15 
God, and to enj 


V 
>< 


the 
removed - and at 2 dreadful 
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Ca ec Es a i eat 


Refledion. 
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IX-TRUTH. 


the Juſtice,and 
» Cannot per- 


THE Wiſdome, 
the Goodneſs of God 


Sub Drs 
Creatore 
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not cither will.or do any thing bu 
that which bs good te him bo hath 
nor don any ; who hath 
then be without an 
love to Ged, to be able to +ucur 
that a Creature, who is the Image of 
him, can without extream trouble, 
fee himſelf ſeparated from God. And 


| thee ſuffer, but becauſe thon haſt 
| offended him. 


—_—_ 
—.__.. a. 4 _ 


GENERAL 


CONCLUSIONS 
Which follow theſe 


FirsT TrkuTHs, 


£.,% s 


*%wWw 


— of us 
happineſs of Paradiſe for the 


puniſhment of fin. S. Aug. 
l. 1. contre. Ful. c. 25. & |. 1. de Remiſſione peccatorum 


C 30. 35, 35, & 37. in Epift. 28. in omaibus tjus libris 
c6xts Tk Frek pend omnibus. vid. Lac. we 
Conſideration. 


LIFE Eternal in the Kingdom 
of God-being the onely ſovereign Good 
of the Intelligent Creature, as has been 
already by us conſidered ; it is im» 
poſſible to bave. any other good in it, 
(which is capable to be the End, and 
aſt happines of th Image of God) 
than the poſſeſhon of this Eternal 
AND itbeing 

it being altogether impoſ- 
fible; bur that the yas. wow o—_ 
abſence of this Soveraign Good, ſhould 
be the extreameſt wretchedneſs to a 
Reaſonable Creature, as we have alrea- 
dy ſeen'in the precedent Truths ? 
Almighty God, who cannot afflict his 


; Innocent had never been able, 
:. » Without Injaſtice, to it this 
Creature, if he had not fallied him- 


felf witch fome ſm, to be"ſubject to 


' the miſerics of this dying and peri- 
ting life ; or to ſee him- for ever (e- 
from the happy life which 


15 onely found in his Kingdom. a; 
C- 


OO renee OC ee rn add 


+F* 


wv » vw Fw Roth 


_Y 3" FD 6.0 


Ou rene Ep A eo. 


PSY Era 
"to theſe fir ſtTr: 


| 4 
RefleQion. 


ly able. to make, but for the enjoy- 
ment of himſelf. . But not'to dazle 


Intelligent Creature muſt be obliged to 
rater 


end, which is the happy Enjoyment 
of God. 


Conſideration. 


T O doubt of this Concluſion, 
we malt overthrow all the order of 
things, which does not preſcribe an 
cnd to them, but for what Gy 


Lweowel Cnunlsb a 


and carry themſelves out to volun- 


tarily ; and ſo much the more in- 
diſpenſably, as that whatſoever they 
arc, is not, and cannot be, but for 
this laſt End. 


all Evils in upon them ? 
the Wi 


THEREFORE the Wiſdom, 
od and the Goodneſs of 
God, hath not given a Being to a 
reaſonable Creature, to an el, 
or a Man, without affording it fuſ- 
hcient Succours to carry it out, if it 
will © 10 49 ip UE cog tp enjoy 


th - ——_— —_ ——"—— 


C— — 
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to 5 WW Fall 
this Happineſs, and this ſoveraign 
Good. * 


Confiderati nt. 


1F it be truc, as the precedent 
Truths have taught us, thas this 
Creature is. 1 y obliged 
not to wiey 4 p£ > 4 
but for this happy End 3 and that 
Almighty God: 1s too jalt , to com» 


O T HE Wiſdome! O the Ju- 
fiice ! O the Goodnels of God ! , 10 
whom , in\ what Eſtate CR 


what we are, but 
hle to be : and who, in eneforing 
Ws 


ig 


3 | 


which we call, of Nature, (that 
I in AS IntelleQnal 


AND theſe ſame Perfections 
cannot conſiſt with an Eſtate of Na- 
ture, which is pure, but which is not 
entire : that 15 to ſay, an Eſtate of 
Nature which is wi Sin , and 
without Grace 3 but which is ſub- 
et to Tgnorance, Luſt, Diſcaſes, and 

th, to Miſeries, 
which make, after the Fall of Man, 
the puniſhment of his fin. AND 
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AN D, to conclude, the Grace, 
which God cannot in Juſtice refuſe 
this innocent Creature,is not equally 
which his pure Mercy gives to ctt- 
minal and corrupted man. 


Conſideration. 


Jnjuſtice refuſe him his Grace 3 


and 
that he may very . well deny with 
to give it to him that is2 
inner. 


* 


General Concluſions 
dome, to extol this Juſtice, and to 
be m love with this Goodneſs of 
GOD. who carmot fee an innocent 
Creature, but he will grve him the 
blefſed mfluences of his Grace, and 
will exempt him from all the mife- 
ries of this mortal life. 

ADMIRE alfo how theſe 
Graces are always Graces, and 
tnitous too , even then when they 
carmot be refuſed : becauſe they are 
always the emanations of his rich 
Love , ang they all from 
thar Liberakty, hath power 
abſotately in it felf not to give 
chem, as it hath power alſo not to 
hand x being to the 

reature 
O Irmocence? how firong and 
= art thy Charms , which 

firmly binde the heart of 41- 
mp racy br (as it were) 

his Juttice to beftow upon 
thee his Graces! How are 
thy Attractions, which do fo cthca- 
ciouſly remove all evils from thee, 
as not any of them is capable of 
a Creature that i in- 

nocent ? t heart therefore 
would be micnfible of the tofs of 
Inno- 


| 


to thefe firſt Traths. 
Innocence ! and what heart is capa» 
ble of being withont Love, to endea- 
vour by all the careful follicitudes 
imaginable , to obtaim and recover 
the Innocence it hath loſt ? 

THEREFORE itis utterly 
le for any man to have true 
Vertue in him, who does not make 
it his buſineſs to ſeek this laſt End, 
RT and the Ob- 
je&t of our Religi 

AND vi = i Creature 
carmot but fo out 
all his Thoughts, and all his Actions 
freely to it 3 in as much as whatſo- 
ever is not done for that end, how 
good (oever it may be otherwiſe, 
cannot be an ation of Vertue 3 but 
it is neceffarily a default, and a 


fn. 


Caonfider ation. 


SINCE then all things do on- 

a& for their Perfection , which is 

cir ſoveraign Good, and their ul- 
timate End ; the Vertae, which is if 
Reaſonable Creatures the principle 
of their Adtion, can _ 
thern towards their PerteQtion, 
their truc Good. 
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General Concluſion ons. 
I F therefore it be true, that an 


Intelligent Creature can have no o0- 
ther lait End , nor any other ſove- 


 raign Good, but Gel; it is moſt e- 


vident that he can have no Vertue 
given him, but what tends to this 
laſt End, which is the Obje& of true 
Religion, and true Piety. 

AND he cannot do any frec 
aQion, which is not both good and 
juſt, if he be not carricd out to this 
End 3 nor can he do any thing but 
what is evil and irregular, if it does 
not ſcek this ſoveraign Good , for 
which alone this Creature was made. 


R eflediion. 
HOW t then here, O Chri- 
ftian Soul, be the confuſion of 


your thoughts ? what ſhould be the 
reproach of your Conſcience? where 
are your Vertues ? where are your 
Actions ? You, who make it 
your buſmeſs to ſeek nothing- lefs- 
than the God _ made _ 9 
in the ou do. Thoſe dazli 
Sad. gag 2 10usS rr 
which are {o commended and 
admired by men, are onely falſe 


Ver- 
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Vertues, and real Sins 3 if they are 

not animated with this good, which 

is the onely true, and which alone 

ought to be the end thereof, - 
THEREFORE it is impoſ- 1544 cor- 


ſible to have any true Vertues with- _—_ 


out Faith , without true Religion, yaciter pios 
and without true Piety. neminem 
fone vera 


pittatt, 1.6. veri Dei vero Cultu, veram poſſe babere virtu- 
tem. That all choſe who are truly p1ous, hold it for 
an aſſured truth, that none can have any true Vertue 
without true Piety ; that is to ſay , without the true 
Worſhip of the true God. S, Avg. |. 5. de Civ. c. 19. 
Omni voluntas aut bona, aut mala et. Every will is 
either good, and of God ; or it 1s evil, and of our (elves. 
S. Aug. l. 2. de mer. peccat. c. 18. & |. 5. de Civitate, 
Co 194 le 19. Co 25+ lo Ge de Trinite Co 7» &f Br ls 12 Go 4 
L. 13+ wits |. 14 C1. degrat. G20. & 21. b. 4- Cont. 
Ful. ©. 3. tl. de patientia, c15-17-21,22, & 23, S. Pro- 
ſper. 1. cont. Autbor. Conferen. c. 13. 17. & 20. in Poem. 
Ingrat. c. 17. in Epiſtol. ad Ruffin. c 8. in ſenten. 106. 
l. 1. deVocat. co. 6. & 7. S. Leon.Sermon. c. de jejun.7- 
menſe c. 3. S. Fulgent. |. 1. dt veritate predeſt. c. 8. & 
l. 2. Bede in c. 14. Rom. S. Greg. in hom. 10. in Evtch. 
& b. 2. Moral. c. 33+ S. Prudent. cont. Johan. de Scot. 
&. 4+ Remy de Lyon. |. de 3 Epijt. c 22. 


AND it is alſo impoſſible to do 
any free.a&tion, which is indifferent 
in all its circumſtances; that is to 
fay , which is not cither good and 
holy, or evil and a fin, at lcaft in re- 
gard of its End. 

C Con- 


F 
13 


eneral Concluſtons , 
Conſideration. 


I'F it be impoſſible to have any 
true Vertues but thoſe which lcad 
us to our true End, which is Al- 
mighty God, who alone can be our 
ſoveraign Good, and can make us 
happy : Who is there ſecs not, that 
one cannot have any true Vertue 
without Faith, which diſcovers, and 
makes known to us this laſt, and ſu- 

tural End 3 and without true 

icty, which inſpixes into us a Love, 

and longing akter this ſoveraign 
Good ? 

WHO is there alſo does not ſee, - 
that ſince an Action, which is freel 
done, t to carry us to this 
for which we are made , it cannot 
then be indifferent ? for if it be done 
for this End, and befides, if nothing 
corrupts it, it is good : and if it 
does . not reſpe&t this End , what 
goodneſs ſocver may appear in it, it 
» pretended, for indeed it is 


Re- 
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Refledtion. - | 


O bewail therefore the wretched- , 
nels of ſo many Souls , which not 
being enlightened by the Ilumina- 
tions of Faith, are under an incapa- 
bility of having ary due cſieem of _ 
| real Piety: which without this 
| illumination; and without this due _ 
eſteem of real Picty, not onely can- 
not do any but they fin infal- 
libly, in all the good they do 3 never _ 
= it for the Glory God, which 
is impoſſible for them cither to . 
hn or to love without Faith. 
BUT moreover, lament over 
your ſdves, and over all thoſe, who, dz 
after they have received this great order + 
and rich Gift of Faith, have not-' | 
withſtanding leſs. victae in, them, 
than the very Infidels themlelyes, 
and are more corrupted than. _ 
wicked, who is the MEI. 
not God. x Ga © 
AND tet not this/1 LEASES 
any fatter you, ih uM, 
fain you believe},' that” T's 
do no great good , ſo likewiſe you 
are not guilty y committing any 
2 CX- 
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extraordinary great evil : for indif- 
ferency can never be found either in 
your heart,or in your Actions. Is not 
a heart very evil, when it is indiffe- 
rent for its God ? What Impullcs, 
what Thoughts, what Words, what 
Actions are there every day, which, 
becauſe they do not tend to this (o- 
veraign Good, are as {o many tins 
that require our Sighs and Tears, 
and our utmoſt Circumſpe&ion no 
more to do the like ; our Tears to 
efface and get out thoſe {pots from 
our Souls,and our care and diligence 


to avoid thern, in doing all for him, 
who hath made us for himſelf? 
One quud THEREFORE it is impol(- 


non et ex ſible for any free Aftion , which is 
fat, pecea- ge without that faith which as 


tam tft. . 
mm by Cha not to be ſin. 
San y rity, 
rg. od AND every aQtion that is free, 
gue viden- and does not corne from Grace , is 


tur bona 0- , 
———_ moſt certainly a fin. 


cata vertuntur, Ubi non ef} dilefiio, nullum bonum opus 
imputatur, nec reft8 bonum opus vocatur, quia omne quad 
non ef ex fide, peccatum et, & fides = ileionem op e- 
ratur. that 15 not of Faith is S. Paal, Rom. 
c. 14. u{t, Without Faith the ations themſeives. thar 
ſeem good, are changed unto fin. S. Aut... 3- ad Bon. 
Cap. 5, | 


Con- 


to theſe firfl Traths. 29 
Conſideration. 


THIS important Truth, beſides 
all the proofs of Scripture, Councils, 
and S. S. Doctors, upon which it is 
immovably cftabh does yet finde 
its corroborating Evidence in the re- 
ſult of the precedent Truths and 
Concluſions. 

N O Action can be done, to be where the 
virtuous and good, if it be not {ome love of 
way or other tending to its true > roy 
Good, which is Xfmighty God: Now oo 
it- is Faith onely that can make us feemed 
know him 3 and we cannot love him good, 
but by Grace , which is his own ene do - 
Love. *Tis therefore a Conſequence 1h rex” 
as evident as it is neceſſary, that c- a 
very Action which is free, and which Action ; 
comes not from Faith and Grace, is becauſe 
a {m : for every Action being good wo wp 
or evil, that which is not g 5, of Faith, is 
by a ncceſſity of conſequence, a fin. i. and 


ach 
works by Love. S. Aug. t. I. de Gra. 26. |. 1. de 
Conjuge Go 4+ I» 4» Con. Ful. Co 5. & 8. |. go 8. |. 1. Ad 
Bonif. c. 3. & 8.1.2. c. 8. & 9. |. 3. GG. |. att. de 
Pelag. c. 14 in Epiit. 109,107, & 143. de Predeſtinat. 
6. 10, in Infiruftione. 1. & 2. in Pſal. 31. 13. Serm. in 
verb. Apoit. &c. 


C 3 Re- 


abit Phe ht & ri barkt”: 6: Gd ured Rt. et EL ecea; 
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R eflefion. 


O happy Neceſſity, which cs 
the Creature not to be led _ 
other Condudt than the Illuminati- 
ons of Faith , and not to at but by 
the movements of holy Love and 
Grace ! 

WILL you then, O Chriftian 
Soul, quickly raiſe your felt up to an 
Eminent Holineſs ? do not any lon- 


ger think, ſpeak, nor a, but by the 


Inſpiration and Inclination of Grace. 
Be watchful. over-all the deſires of 
your Heart, oyerall your Words.and 
ovcr all your AQions 3 and ſce at a 
glance, without trouble and difhcul- 
ty, if theſe Defires, if theſe Words, 
it theſe Actions do not rather pro- 
cced from Luſt , and Natural Incli- 
nation , than from any motion of 
Grace. 

I 'N the fight and ſence of your 
wanderings , bewail, and humble 
your ſelves betore Almighty God : 
beg of him the Spirit of his Love, 
which ought to animate, influence, 
and quicken all your Defires, all your 
Words, and all your Actions, in ma- 

king, 
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king you die to all your Inclinations, 
not onely thoſe that are Criminal, 
but even Natural tooz no to 
love any thing but God, and no-lon- 
ger to live, but in him, .of him, and 
F_ alan 

THEREFORE it is imp'- Sine me 
ſible that Grace ſhould not be n.ceſ- 297 3% 
fary tor every a&tion which. is done iti [nel 
with liberty > that is to ſay, it can- quiz prop- 
not be that the ſuccour of Grace tis Chriſt» 
ſhould not be neceffary to man in all £7 


his Theughts, in all bis Words, and (arms. 
pry wh not onely for to = ag. 3 
do good, but likewiſe not to fin. an ad fn- 


dari. Without me you can do nothing. S. Fobn. c.1 
for as by the mercy of Zeſjws Chrift, we are 
CO. we RR — — ——— > 7 
V ion. S. Aug. in Epiit 103. tratt. de S. Fobn, 
ie 4. L. Ad Bonif. c. 8. Uh pA Prize. l.de Gra.&*c. In 
omnibus igitur atbibus caufiſque, cogitationibus, motibus 
adjutor & __ po Wherefore —_ our 
Attions, Aﬀairs, is, Motions, we ro 
beg the fuccour and ion of God. Pope Zozimus, 
as 1t 15 recorded by Celeſtine 1n his Letter ro the 
.$. 


Conſideration. 
W H AT is there then more cer- 


tain, and more clear, than this..con- 


C 4 clu- 
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cluſion ? ſince that without Faith 
which works by Love, and without 
Grace to excite us, we cannot do 
any_vertuous afion , and which is 
not a ſm: as we have here, you ſez, 


pretty at large conſidered. 
: R eflefion. 
BU T then what is there more 


humbling, and more juſt too , than 
this dependance, which keeps us c- 


, very moment under the of 


God, whoſe ſuccour . and relick, if it 
be wanting to us, we fall at the leaſi 
breath that blows upon us? it is be- 
cauſe God cannot endure that the 
Creature ſhould glory in any thing 
beſides himſelf. 

WHAT Conſolation alſo is it.that 
without him we can do nothing, 
that ſo with him to ſtrengthen us, 
we may be able to do all things ? 
Let us therefore hope for nothing 
from our ſclves, it 1s a deſpair that 
is ſacred. Let us expect all from 
God : it is altogether a Chriſtian 
Conhdence. In this Holy Deſpair, 
in this Chriſtian Confidence, let us 
love, and make uſe of Prayer. It is 


in 
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in that we ſhall finde our Strength, + 

and we ſhall obtain the Succours 

whereof we ſtand: in need, in all our. 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions. 
THEREFORE without the Eripuit--- 


ſaccour of Grace , we cannot avoid P*4es meos 
any ſin, nor repel,nor overcome any p;.% 
o . . . c 
temptation, how light and trivial (0- auneris ef 
. * . 3 
ever it be, but in falling under the cum refis 
power of ſome other 3 nor, in a ©9%#amw, 


a G .&- pedes 
word, love God with a love unſpot-1, 2. 


ted and without corruption 3 nor ſa{ſrate - 
keep any command , nor do any .& injuſt> 
good, without committing ſome finy __ tent + 


SC Sunt 
and violating ſome Law. quidamr- 


tantum preſumentts de libero humane voluntats arbitrio, 
ut ad non peccandum, ntc adjuvendos nos divinitus opi- 
nentur----unde fit conſtquens, ut ntc orare debramus, ne 
intremus in tentationem : boc eff, ne tentatione vinca- 
muy ---- quam ſit autem noxium & ſaluti noſire que in 
Chriſto eft pernitioſum ---- Verbis explicare non po 5 
abſque illius auxilio nec midiacrem poterinus repellere 
tentationem. Charitas que virtus tft, 6x Deo novis eff. 
Illud vero quod dicunt ſufficere homint tiberum arbitrium 
ad Dominica precepta implenda \, etiamſs Dei Gratia &+ 
Spiritus Santi Dono ad Opera. bona non adjuvemur, om- 
nino anathematizandum et. *Tis God that hath kepr 
my feet from falling. *Tis an effect of rhe Grace of 
God, when we have good thoughts, and that we do nor- - 
ſuffer our ſelves to run out to errours, and injuſtice :- 
the Council of Aurange, cap. 9. There are ſome who 
preſume fo much upon the free will of man, that they 
do not think we haye any need of. the help of God to 


5 Keeps 
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nan finning : whence it follows that we need 


ILE.GE 2 Ie Ut SErnPRn0n (i.e.) 


Not to ined poems dnp nao Þ It is not to be ex- 
hurtful this is to our Sal- 


__ S., Aug. |. 2. ns 2. withour his ſuc- 
AREA BY NIN s flight rempration. 
$ Clſ homil. 62. de paralitico. Char, which is 2 

mn erNens God, S. Aug. l. de Gra. c. 18,15, 
& 20, We ought to have in Execration what they 
fay, viz. that free will is ſufficient for man to fulfil the 
Commands of God, he be nor aided by the 
.Grace of nor by the Gifts of his Holy Spirit to 
do W S. Aug. in Epift. Ad Hillav. de Sara- 
£6ſſa, 1.2; de remiſſ. c.5. |. de Sir. &+ Lit. c.2, 3, 4,5, & 
35- l. de Natura & Gra. c. 9. 48. 58. 66. & 67. |. de 
«ft. Pelag. £.6, 7,8, & 5. |. 2. Ad Bonif. c. $ l. 3. 


E- 2. 4- 6, 7, 8, & $9.1. de perf. Fuſt. c. 2.5, & 5. Ma- 
"a#el, c. 30. 81.106, 107, & 108. Epift. 104. |. de Gra. 
&-lid. abit. c. 4. 13. & 16. lt. cap. de Civ. c. 23. 


Conſideration. 


W E cannot doubt of the truth 
of all this Concluſion : fince that 
we are affured that the ſuccour of 
Grace is abſolutely neceffary to man 
in all his Actions, not onely to good, 
= alſo to make them be without 


RefleJion. 


W HAT! the Reaſonable Crea- 
te, how exalted {oever his Nature 
is, 


to theſe firſt Truths. 


is, can he not avoid any Sin, not ſur- 
mount arlyTempration,nor love God, 
nor accompliſh any point of . his 
Law, but by another fin, if he hath 
not the Aids of Grace, to give him 


- this power! O the Abyſs of the 


Creature's weakneſs and impuiſ- 
fance ! who will not tremble at the 
fight of this Abyſs, 4o full of fins, 
and which onely opens to'us dread- 
ful precipices, if the Hand of the Om- 
nipotent God does not ſuſtain us? 
But O the depths too of the Good- 
neſs of our God, who does not dif- 
cover our weakneſs to us, but to 6- 
blige us to throw our ſelves into his 
arms, and to abandon our ſclves to 
him, who alone is able to ſet fin at a 
good remove from us, and to give tis 
the power to diſpute with, and to 
OVCrCcome it |! 

AN D therefore it cannot be that 
the firſt Grace is given us according 
to our deſerts. 

AND it is an Errour againſt 
Faith, to ſay, that God does not re- 
fuſe his Grace to him who labours 
to. the utmoſt of his abilities by the 
fole powers of Nature. 


Con- 
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Conſideration. © 
WHO then ſhall dare to think, 


or ſay, that that which is a fin can 
merit Grace, or be a preparation, or 
ſome kind of diſpokition to receive 
Grace ? Who then ſhall daxc to think 
or ſay that Grace is given accor- 
ding to merits. and that the Good 
which we do without Grace , can 
engage God to give us his Grace,and 
not to deny it us, fince thcre is 
nothing, more certain , than that all 
which is not done through a motive 
and principle of Grace,jis a ſm which 
only deſerves puniſhment.and which 
can ſtir up nothing in God but his 
wrath and ſore diſpleaſure ? 


R efleion., 


WHAT injury is it then to the 
Goodneſs of God. and to his Grace ! 
it is no longer a Goodneſs and 
Bounty, but it is a Juſtice 3 no lon- 
ger a Grace, but a Recompence, if 
it is oncly given to merits. What 
injury is it to the Goodneſs of God, 
and to his Grace, which is no longer 

a 


a Love, but an Anger and Choler.;. 
no- more a Gitt, but a Vengeance, 
if it be onely given for a Recom- 
pence of that which can be nothin 
elſe than fin? No more pret 
that allthe good you think you have 
done of your ſelves, and without the 
motion of Grace, can ever procure 
you Grace : But in the acknow- 
ledgments of your Nothing , and 
your Weakneſs, confeſs that it is 
Rich and free Grace which prevents 
and makes up all your deſerts. Con- 
fels likewiſe, that having nothi 
without it , but a heavy load a 
burden of fins, it is to that to which 
all your Juſtice is redevable and 


ue. 

THEREFORE the firſt W 7 
foundation of the necefſity of Grace 9 Chriti- 
is this weakneſs of the Creature, ani Catho- 
which having onely his Nothing for {ici ſ«mus, 
his Fond, cannot but fall, and {werve ny - oat 


trom his laſt end, and his true good, þ > nr 


without the {fuccour of hiztn who merita n0- 
onely was able to make him for him- firs dari. 
In as much 


{clf. as by the 
mercyof Jeſus Chriſt we are Catholick Chriſtians, we 
know that Grace was not given us according to our 
Merits. S. Aug. in Epiſt. 107. 106. 120. |. de _ 

 Pt- 
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Pelag. & 14, 15, 26, & 17.1. de Gra. ©. 3. 22. 23. 26. 
& 31.1. x. Ad Bonif. c. 3. 4-19. 1.2. 5.1.4. 2. 
6. & 9. 1. 1. Ad Simpl. q. 2. L. 1. de mer. pecc. c. 21, & 
22. |. de Spir. & Lit. c. 8. & 24. |. de nat. & Gra. c. 
& $. 1. 4. cont. Fulian, c. 3. 1. de Gra. & lib. vb. c.s, 6, 
7, 8, 5. 14. & 18. in Epift. 1. Ad Valentin. Manuel. c.30, 
31, 32. l. de predeft. c. 2, 3, 4, $, 6, 7, 8, 9, 0. 13. 15. 
&c. |. de dono perſev. c. 8, g, 10. 12, 13+ 


Conſideration. 


THIS Conciufion is a Ne- 
cefſary Conſequence of all thoſe 
great Truths, that have taught us 
that the ſuccour of Grace is abſo- 
hutely neceſſary to the Reaſonable 
Creature, not to fin in all his Actions 
through the weakneſs of his Being, 
which cannot of it (elf bur return 
into his Nothing ; and to conduct 
him to his true End , which cannot 
pothbly be any other than God; to 
the knowledge and love of whom 
we cannot raiſe our ſelves, without a 
{upernatural and divine ſuccour, 


RefleGion. 


O Bleſſed God, who giveſt a Be- 
ing to Nothing, and Strength to 
Weakneſs! who will not adore this 
Intnite power z who. will not __ 


tho# <4 274 


| 
1 
L 
n 
| 
| 


26. 
& 
oo 
6, 
©, 
$. 


to Wee Pu. "oy 

this unconceivable Goodneſs, which 
not being able to finde any merit in 
his Creature, hnds in himſelf both 
the Being, and the Grace, wherewith 
he enriches him, being reſolved that 
he ſhall be indebted - him for all 
that he is, and all that he may be ? 


PARTICULAR 
CONCLUSIONS, 
Which follow theſe General 
TrkuTHs & CoNCLuSIONS, 


For Man, ſound and innocent. 


1 HEREFORE Man was ryexi 
created in Innocence, and with- quad fece- 


out any ſin. rit Deus 
bominem 
retum. Fecit itaque Deus ates reeipm, & per boc v9- 


luntatis bone. us twn man we? & & incapable fa- 


um ? TIhave created man in In- 
nocence. Eccleſeaft. c. ” V. 30. ay 6 
red man N67: 2.90. God his good plea- 


ſure. S. Aug. {. 14. de Civ. c 11. Who knows nor that 

he was created ſound, and withourt fin ? S. Aug.lib.g.de 
naturd & Gra. c. 43. 1. de Corrup. 6. 10. & 11. Manuel. 
c. 104. & 107. |. 13. de Civ. G. 14 1. 14. 6.26. & 27. 
l. 22. 6.1, & 30. 


Confi- 
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Conſideration. 


W HO can doubt of it, after he 
has known that ſin cannot come 
from Nature, which is a Good in 
what it is 3 nor from God. who ha- 
ving in himſelf the fulneſs of being 
and of Goodneſs, cannot be the be- 
ginning and principle of Nothing, 
nor of Evil, as is {in ? 


R eflec} 100. 


HAPPY Birth of Man, who 
comes out of tht hands of God; as 
from the Boſome of Nature, who 
hath formed him without any Spot, 
and without any Sin, in an Inno- 
cence. and Parity cqual to that of 
Angels, though he bears a Body of 
Dirt and Mud! Does not this 
Truth make us to ſee that Inno- 
cence 1s a Natural good, in that it 
is the firſt advantage of our fir 
Birth ? doth it not teach us that 
im is a firanger to our Nature , 
and that it is ſo great an evil, 
that Man would rather have eleQed 
never to have begun his Being, thay 
to be born with ſr? This 15 that 

which 
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which ought to inſpire into us a 
mortal hatred of” ſm, and a tender 
love for Purity and Innocence. 
THERE FORE Mag in his g,nn in 
Creation was exempt and free from carne ſa- 


all miſcries, unleſs he fell from his *#ts, in «- 
God. xima tots 


tranquilli- 
tas. Neque quicquam mali in tante _ loco evea- 
ret atque plantaret. He had in his Body an entre 
Health, and in his Soul a perfe& Peace, S. Aug. !. 14. 
de Civit.c. 26, God had not created, nor put any evil 
ina place of fo felicity. S.Aug. [.14. de Civit. c.12. 
& 10. E® |. 2. de mev. pecc. 6.21. 1.1. d lib. arb. 6.21, 
L. de nat. & Gra. ©. 43- 


' Confider ation. 


ALMIGHTTYGOD could 
not refuſe Man this advantage : the 
Juſtice of him who created him In- 
nocent, not being able to permit any 
mitery to. be found where fin was 


not, 


Reflection. 


W E ought therefore to believe 
that Innocence is a Daughter of 
Heaven, which hath nothing of the : 
Earth belonging to her 3 fince it is 
that which cxalts Man, who is _— 
me 
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med of the Earth, above all Miſeries, 
.whereof the Earth is the Centre ; 
and it is that with which all good 
things have becn given to Man, 
Love © therefore Innocence, fince it 
remoyecs all evils from us, and inveſts 
us onely with things that are _ 
It Innocence cannot, ' in the Eſtate 
wherein now we are, prevent our 
Miſeries 3 at leaftwife Grace can 
\.. make our miſcrics innocent. - 
Firii ws THEREFORE | Man was 
inquietum Created for a Happy, and an Eternal 
eff ole life > that is to ſay, eternally to en- 
rum donec 1 i I 
1 w—— 
In re, 
Thou haſt made us for thy ſelf, and our heart will be 
always undet a ſollicitous inquierude, until jt comes to 
finde its in thee, S. Aug. !. 1. de Confeſf. c. 1. 4.10. 
C. 10. 22. & 23, vid. ut ſup. in Siptimd veritate. 


Hec Natu- AND therefore before his {m, he 


= oa was without any ignorance of what 
ſed vitioſe ÞE ought to Teck or ſhun, and with- 
primordia, out any difficulty to carry himſclt 
quia talis forth towards that which is good, 


non eff cYt- 2nd to avoid the evil 3 and without 
atus Adam. 


«uid tji- 2ny weaknels, or diftemper of Mind 
mere vel Or Body ; and much leſs was he to 


dolere pott- ſuffer Death it (elf, 
rant li ho- * 


mints in tantorum tanta affluentia bonorum, ubi nec mors 
ne 
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Nature which is Innocent, but of that which is corrup- 
red ; fince Adam was nor created ſuch. tap. th 
per- 


poſi 
Fe cps. guanazorde gy cx pie wag there is no- 
that can wound the body or the mind of a man, 
who lives happy ? S. Aug. l. 14. de Civ. 6. 10.12.15. 23. 
24. & 26. [.13. c.12,13, '+ I5.19. 23. & 24. |. de 
dons perſ. c. 11. &* 12. l.1. dt mer. pecrat. c. 2.16. 29. 
30. 35 36, &* 37. 1.2. 6-23; 30, 31: 33s 34- in lib. ae 
Conjug. & in omnes lib. contr. ful 


Conſideration. 

WE muſt of neceſſity yield to the 
truth of this Concluſion : or cle no 
longer to believe that it is a great 
evil, for a man, who is the Image of 
God,never to enter into the Kingdom 
of God, to be born in the ignorance 
of our dutics , and under a weight, 
which in drawing us ade from 
Righteouſneſs, leads us on to Sin. 
In a word, to doubt of this Conclu- 
lion, we ought no longer to believe 
that it is any evil for us to {ce our 
ſelves as ſoon as we are born, ſub- 
j<& to all the Weaknefſles, to all the 


[_—_— 
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Miſeries, and to all the Infirmities of 
mind , and of body ; and even to 
Death it {clf. | 


R efledion. 


HO W happy was this Eſtate , 
_ Man onely came into this 
emporal life, to paſs, if he would 
him(2f into an Mary of Bleſſed- 
neſs : where the minde was clear d 
with ſuch IlKuminations as could not 
be obſcur'd by any kind of darkneſs, 
and which made him to know all 
the Good which he ought to do, 
and all the Evil he ought to ſhun : 
where the Will does not finde any 
reſiſtance to the Inclinations it had 
for good ; and where the Body it 
{elf enjoys innocent Pleaſures, with- 
out the fear of Sin, Diſeaſes, and 
Death ! 

W HO will not extol the Wil- 
-dome and Goodneſs of him who 
made Man, and who, in forming 
him, made him happy, becauſe he 
made him Innocent ? But who will 
not condemn the Blindneſs & Malice 
of men , who deny all theſe Graces 
to Innocence : as if God; and not 

their 
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their fin, was able to be the cauſe of 

all thcir Miſeries ? Therefore how 

ſhould we dereft Sin, which is the | 

onely Cauſe of all Evils ! and how 

ſhould we figh after Purity and In- 

nocence, to recover with advantage 

at leaſt mn the other life, all the good 

things which have been given us 

with it, and which fin hath made us 

looſe ! | 

THEREFORE Man from! Simul con- 
the very firſt moment of his Creati- 4#ns nats- 
on,- hath received of God the Relict 4 Olar- 
of his Grace, without which he' was $;7, 7... 
incapable to keep himfelf- in the In- dederar 
tegrity and Uprightneſs of his Firſt homini De- 
birth, as alſo to-carry himſelf to his [= hg 
laſt End 3 and with which he might {7 5, ir. 
if he would, refiſt Evil, love and do la quippe 
Good , and perſevere in the Inno- ez fecerar 
cence of his Original ſtate. qu4 fecerat 
reltum, de- 

derat &+ adjutorium fine quo in ta non poſſtt permanere, 
ſs vallet ;, ut autim wellet, in tyus libero pique arbitrio 
poſſer ergo permanere, ſi vellet , quia non drerat adjuto- 
rium per quod poſſet, & ſine quo non poſſet perſeveranter 
bonum tentre quod vellet. In Man, he gave 
him ar the ſame rinſe Grace. God then given to 
Man a Free will ;' for he had created; him with it, in 
mn OR: He had alſo given him a_ſuccour, 
withour w he could not, 1f he would,remain in this 
good Will. Now he had left it rohis Free will todo it. 
nes. are 
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had an aid by which he might, and without which he 


could not always conſerve the good he would. S. Aug. 
l. de Corr.c. 11. c.10.& 12. 1. 12. de Civ. c. $. (. 14. 
C- Il. 3. & 27. [.22.c. 1. Manuel. c. 105. & 107. 


Conſideration. 
OTHERWISE God would 


have created man for an end to 
which he would not have afforded 
him» the means 3 and abandoning, 
hinr\to his Natural weakneſs , he 
would have thrown Innocent man 
into the Greateſt of all Miſeries, 
which is the difhculty, or rather the 
want of to avoid the Evil, 
and to do the Good. Which would 
be a great injury to the Wiſdome, 
Juſtice, and of God, who 

ing the Figure of himſelf in In- 
nocent man., as in the repreſentation 
of his own Image, cannot but love 
himſelf in him, and {o ucntly 
enzxich him with all his Gifts and 
Benefits. | 

Refledtion. 
WH AT would it be for Inno- 


cent mar to have had the advantage 
of all the Goods: of Nature, if his 


Weakneſs' had not been fortified © 


with 


owing the Generel. 
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' with the ſuccour of Grace, with 


which he may. if he. will,, avoid all 

Laples, _ carried —_— his fo- * 

V to enjoy e 

ge os 1s Glory? O 

the goodneſs of God, who ſeems to 

be willing to exhauſt all the Trea- 

ſures of Nature and of Grace, to en- 

rich his Image with it, which he 

cannot but love, and which he can- 

not (ce miſerable, fo as it re- 

mains Innocent ! Who will not che- 

riſh this infmite Goodneſs, which 

gives it ſelf wholly to Innocence? 

But alſo, who is there that will not 

abſolutely give himſelf to Innocence, 

to which God cannot refuſe himſelf - =» 

with all his Treaſures ?. : 
THEREFORE before fin, *97* 

there lay no igati T0 


vitti 
bo- 
num eft vellent, & hoc defies invidtifoms nollext. God 


Tube ngewo quirt. Ag, ls de Corr. G. 11.1.12. 
ae Civ. 6. 21, 4 Con- 


—_ 
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Conſideration. 


T HIS Conclufion is evident ; 
{ince that before fm, there was nor 
in man any over-bearing Luft,which 
oppoſed the good detires of his Will ; 
and his Natural weakneſs was fortt- 
hed with a Succour wherewith he 
might, if he would, conſerve himſelf 
in all the Goods of Nature, and of 
Grace, which he had received 3 and 
enjoy thoſe of Glory, which wcre 
promulcd him. 


Refledion. 


D O not therefore accule God, to 
excuſe-man' : as if God had not had 
all che-care of his Salvation, and had 
not given him all the fuccours which 
were neceflary tor him, to hen 
him in Good, it he would, nor 


to. conſent todEvil:: But. let: us ac- 


knowledge the gaodnels: of our God, 
who hath given to Man the ſuccours 
of his Grace, in enriching, him with 


| the goods of Nature 3 and condemn 
© the malice of the heart of man,which 


alone was able to corrupt it in abu- 
king theſe Gifts. THERE- 


wt bow hos © 


_ 
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THEREFORE God doth Saluberri- 


not actually ſave man, unleſs he per- "* confite- 
(cvere in the Rules of Righteouſneſs, mur Dew 


which he preſcribes z and which he Ju”; ome 
might have done in-the ſtate of. In- bona valde 
nocency, with the ſuccour of Grace —j/#* _ 
which God had given him. OS 


hominum witam, ut in 02 prins oftenderet quid poſſet torum 
libirum avbitrium : deinde quid poſſtt ſue gratie binefi- 
cium, juſtitieque judicium, Ec. bomintm, ut fi Creatori 
ſus tanquam viro domino ſubditus preceptum thus pid obe- 
aientia cuſtodivet, in conſortium tranſiret Angelorum, ſine 
morti mediz---fi autem domigum Dewn ſueim liberd volan- 
tate ſupcrbe, atque inobedienter uſus offendertt, morti ad- 
diſt beſtialiter viveret, & libidinis ſeruus etrrnoque 
ſupplicio deſtinatus creavit, &rc. We confeſs moſt 
comfortably, that God hath diſpoſed the lives of Angels 
and men, fo thar he would i therein what their 
Free will could do ; and afterwards what the favour 
of his Grace, and the rigour of his Juſtice can do, ec. 
S. Aug. tib. Corr. ca). 10, IT, & 12. He hath crea- 
red Man, thar to he might make him to paſs, without 
dying, intro the company of Angels ; if, in ſubmurring 
himſelf ro his Creator, as to his true Soveraign, he ob- 
ſerves his Command with « group obedience ; or elſe, 
that having ſubje&ed himſelf ro Death, he lives like a 
Beaſt, a ſlave to his Luſt, and deſtined to erernal Pu- 
niſhment, 1f he offends the Lord his God, in making 
uſe of the liberty of his Will ro diſobey ham with [n- 
ſolence. S. Aug. lib. 12. de Civ. cap. 21. 


- AND God hath not prepared, 
nor given to Innocent man the vi- 
Qortous Graces , which not onely 

n= 
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enable him to perſevere, if he will, 
but gives perſeverance it {clt, in ma- 
king him infallibly and invincibly to 
i evere: That is to (ay, that be- 
ore fm,Man had ſufficient Succours, 
and, as to his Ettate, he was not to 
enjoy Glory, but from the right ule 
he ſhould make of theſe Gifts. 


Conſideration. 


INNOCENT Man having 


no need cither of this abſolute Will 
of God, or of this victorious Suc- 
cour , we may truly ſay that God 
had not for him this Will, nor that 
he had preparcd nor given him this 
Succour, which we call Efficacious. 


R efle&ion. 


O Bleſſed God ! who will not a- 
dore thy Counſcls , which have no 
leſs of Wiſdome , than of Goodneſs 
and Juſtice in them ? Thou haſt gj- 
ven to Man what thy Juſtice was 
not. able to refuſe to his Innocence 
= Ara i thy Wiſdome 

ath onely pre what it ought, 
and what was hetatley for him. 
THERE- 
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THEREFORE before fin, W# wn 
God put the Will of man into a full 195 /- | 
liberty, and perfect indifference, ei- c,1yabilem 
ther to incline to the Good,or to the fatun, & 
Evil z cither to the Good, with the —_ arbi- 
ſuccour of Grace, or to the Evil, a co 
through his own Weakneſs and ;,r4un 
Frailty. poteſtate 

libera con- 
ſtitutum 2? Who knows not that he was created Sound 
and Innocent, and that having a Free will, he had a 
free power to do juſtly ? S. Aug. lib. de Nat. & Gra. 
Ce 43» & 65. |. de Covr. i 11, & 12. |. de perſev. 
Co To le he de Civ. CG 11. 2+ & I» & 30. Manutl. 
& 25+ Z& 104, 105, & 106. 


Conſideration. 


INNOCENT man having 
neither any Luft, which might draw 
him to Evil, nor Grace, to carry 
him out invincibly to Good : and 
God —_— not formed any abfolute 
defigne beftowing on him his 
Glory 3 what remains, but , that his 
Will be neceflarily kept, as it were, 
in 2 kind of fuſpention between 
Good and Evil ? his Natural weak- 
neſs making him to incline to Evil, 
and Grace inſpiring into him an In- 
clination to Good, powertul enough, 
if he would himſclt, not to give way 

D 2 to 
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to Evil; and, if he had a mind, to 
keep him tixt to Good. ' 


R efleion. 


THIS then was the Eſtate of 
the Will of Man, and of his Liberty 
before his Crime. If this firſt Li- 
berty was happy, becauſe it was In- 
nocent , it was no leſs dangerous, 
becauſc it was Weak, with the Suc- | 
cour even which God gave it. If the | 
ſanity of righteouſneſs,made up his | 
Happineſs, and his Joy 3 his Weak- | 
neſs likewiſe did conſtitute his Dan- 
ger , and his Fear. And becauſe | 
Man, not being mindful of his Weak- | 
neſs, was ignorant of his Danger, he 
was deſpoiPd ofrightcouſneſs,which 
he was in no fear to looſe.But if Man 
ww the Paradiſe of Innocence, and 
ſupported with Grace , ought to 
have fearcd 3 how then can - 
pted man , who lives in the midft 
of fin and wickedneſs, where often- 
times God leaves him to himſelf, : 
without fear, throw himlſelt into op- ' 
portunities of deſtroying himſelt ? | 
How can he venture upon any looſe | 
and dangerous Converſations, and | 


live 


to 
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live with as much aſſurance as if he 
was not any longer capable of fin- 


ning ? _ 

THEREFORE betore fin, 
God had left to the liberty of Man, 
and to the election of- his Will, the 
efte& of his Predeſtination , and of 
Grace. 


Conſideration. 


I F' the defignes which God had 
for the ſalvation of Innocent man, 
and the Grace wherewith he relic» 
ved and ſupported his Weakneſs in 
that firſt Eſtate , left his Will in an 
indifference which kept all his Incli- 
nations in ſuſpence 3 this Will could 
not be determined but by the choice 
of his liberty, to raiſe, and fix him- 
{elf immutably to his fſoveraign 
Good , with the help of Grace, or 
clſe to hurry himſelf on to his Ruine 
and Deſtruction. 


Refleftion. 


O the infhnite Gaodnel(s of m 
God, who would fain have entruſte 
thy Grace to the Liberty of Man, 

D 3 be- 
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becauſe he was Pure and Innocent 
if thy Juſtice no longer does com- 
mit it to his Will, it 15 becauſe it is 
corrupted ! But O impenetrable 
Wiſdome, who hath Icft to Man the 
Conduct of thy Grace, and who 
would fain have had his Will to be 
the Rule of thy Delignes! it is, 
that ſo Man might be lett without 
the leaſt ſhadow ot an Excuſc, it he 
does {werve from thee, and dcftroy 
himſelf z and without any ground 
or reaſon of reproach to the Jultice 
of God, it he does withdraw his 
Graces, and exaGts the Puniſhments 
of a voluntary Criminal. Let us 
love this inhnite Goodneſs, let us a- 
dore this infinite Wiſdome, and fear 
this infinite Juſtice, 

Poſſet p'y- THEREFORE if Man 

PO would, he might have perſevercd in 

:quo 4 

at nollet,ds ©c Rightcouſneſls wherein he was 

libero de- rmade, by the firength of his liberty 

ſcendit ar- 25 the good Angels have freely per- 

— ſevercd in the Sanity of their Cre- 

rum erat, ation, when others fell by the choice 

ut bene vel- of a Rebcllious Will. 

le poſſet,& 


male. Angeli ſaniti cadentibus aliis per liberum arbi- 
trium ; per idem liberum avbitrium ſteterunt ipſi, He 
might have perſcvercd, if he would; and that he 


would 
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would nor, proceeded from his Free will, which was 
then free, ſo that he might have willed cither Good or 
Evil. The holy Angels have perſevercd by their Free 
will, others falling by the ſame Free will. S. Aug. l. de 
Cory. (. 11. Cc. 10. & 12, 


AND if Man has ſinned, if in 
ſinning he has bound himſelf over to 
an Eternal Damnation 3 he cannot 
accuſe, or condemn any thing, but 
his own Will, which with the help of 
Grace might have refrained finning, 
and {0 might enjoy his own Salva- 


tion, 
Conſideration. 


I N this firſt Eftate, in which 
Grace was ſubmitted to the Will of 
the Creature, and depended on his 
Motions, it could not be an Injuſtice 
to attribute to the Will of Man the 
cftets of Grace, But allo if Man 
fell into fn, it is his Will onely 
which has made his Crime 3 and it 
is a molt righteous Juſtice that con- 
demns and puniſhes it. 


Reflefion. 


W HAT honour is it for Man 
D 4 to 
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fo be. the cauſe of his Happineſs, if 
he perſevere, as he might do with 
the help of Grace , in the Sanity 
of his hrit Birth ? But O! what con- 
futon and horrour is it to Man, to 
be himſelf the onely cauſe of his Ru- 
ine,& to deſerve by his own unrigh- 
tcouſncls, that God ſhould no longer 
have 4or him any Viſitation, but that 
of his moſt righteous ſeveritics ! Let 


_ him no longer boaſt of all thele Ad- 


vantages, which were onely tack'd to 
his Innocence but let him bewail 
the loſs of them , which cannot be 
attributed but to the rebellion ot his 
Will. Let him no longer conlider 
that happy Eftate , wherein he ſaw 
himſelt at a far diftance from all E- 
vils, and in a full and pertc&t Enjoy- 
ment of all the moſt innocent De- 
lights and Pleaſures z but let him 
ſtedfaftly hx his cye upon the miſec- 
rable Conditien which he ſtands in 
now , wherein all Good abandons 
him, and in which all Miſcrics crowd 
in upon him to overwhelm him, and 
to revenge his Crimi. 


GENE- 
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TRUTHS 


For the Eſtate of Corrupted 
Man by Sin. 


The Furſt TA UOTH- 


I N isa Motion of the Heart, by = autem 
which it is turned from God, ptccatum 
and by which it bends to the Crea- 299% in- 


ordinatio 
ture, atque jor- 


verſitas, id eft, 4 Conditors averſio, & ad condita inſe- 
riore converſio. Sin 1s a diſorder, and overthrow of - 
the Man ; that is to fay, an averſion of the Creator, and 
a converſion to the Creatures which are below him. 
_ l. 1. 4. 2+ 4d Simpl. & in Epift. 120. 6 23. > 

3T, 


Conſideration. 


THE Creature , who hath no- 
thing of himl.Jlt, cannot have any 
el in him, bur in reſpect to 
his End, which is God. Thercfore 
to love the Creature for it's ſelt, or 


for any other Creature , .and not to 
D +5 love 
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love it for the ſake of God, is ſuch an 
Overthrow, as made all the fin of 
Angels and men. 


Reflefon. 


CAN there be a greater Injury 
done to God? or can there be a 
greater Diſorder in the Heart of 
Man, than to turn himſelt trom Cod. 
who made him tor himſclt, and to 
give himſelt to the Creatures, which 
have no Goodneſs in them, and 
which do not merit any Love, but 
{o far as they ſcrve us to go to God # 
To love the Creature, & not to love 
God, is not this to make his God of 
the Creature 3 fince that the Crea- 
ture cannot be loved for its Sclt, but 
it muſt be conſidered as his princi- 
ple, his ultimate, and his foveraign 
Good ? Poſhbly you have never i- 
magined the Injury that fin docs 
to God : You have perhaps never 
thought that to {in is to detiroy God 
as much as in you lies 3 that it is to 
pluck him, it I may fo ſpeak, out 
of the Throne of his Glory, where 
he is adorcd as the Beginning and 
End of all things, to place the Crea- 


rure 


 __ 


I 


_ 
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turc there, which you make the Idol 


'of your heart, in loving it for its 


Self, or in not loving it but for your 
Own. 


I. TAUOTH. 


HE who commits fn, is the ui ſacir 

flave of tin. ——— 

eruns et 
peccati, He who commits fm, is the ſlave of it. S. 70. 
Ce B. Ve 34» Ss. Panl ad Roman. 6. 6. ve 16, An neſcitis 
quod ct fiſtitis vos ſervos ad obediendum, t1.15 ſerus eftus 
cut auſcultatis, rue peccati ad mortem, ſrue obedientie ad 
j4/ſtitiam ? Know ye not that to whom ye yield your 
ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants you axe ro whom ye 
obey : whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience . 
unto Righteouſneſs ? S. Aug. Man. c 30» 


Conſideration. 


A Man is the ſlave of that. to the 
will and defires of which he doth 
ſubje&t himfſelt, We never (mn but 
in ſubmitting our ſ{clves to the de- 
fixes and the law of fin. It is not 
therefore pothible tor one to ln,with- 
out rendering, ones {clt the flave of 
fin. Morcover. it is to be a ſlave to 
Love, becauſe one cannot well love, 
without making, ones (elf at the fame 
tune facile and catic to all the Inclt- 

nNaUons 
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nations of the thing we love. There- 
fore if we do not fn but becauſe we 
love that which makes up fin, we do 


never ſin, but we do make our (elves 
the ſlaves of fin. 


R efleion. 


SERVITUDE, which ſub- 
mits Man to that Juſtice, and: which 
k him in that Order wherein 
God hath eſtabliſhed him, conſtitutes 
his Happineſs, and all his Glory. 
But the ſlavery which ſubje&ts him 
to in, is his latt and extreameſt Mi- 


fery, and the moſt ſhametul of all 


diſgraces. What a ſhame is it for 
a man, whoſe Nobleneſs cauſes him 
onely to owe his {ervices to God, to 
make himelf a ſlave to Creatures, in 
laying out his Love upon them ? 
What a wretched: thing it is for a 
man, who, in doing huttice, ought 
to expect the Crowns and Rewards 
of it. to be a ſervant to fin, that can 
onely engage him to molt direful 
Puwunilhments ? 


II. 


Ce Man by Sin... Sr 


. a 
| IT. TAUTH. 
| THE wages of fin is death ; and Stipendia 
as by one man fin entred into the peccari 
| world, ſo has death by fin. mors.Rom. 
6. ult. & 
Conſideration. Aol, _ 
Rom. 5.12. 


MAN in {mning, is - departed 
from God . who is the life cf his 
Soul, as his Soul is the lite of his Bo- 
dy. Man was therefore under an 
incapability of ftinning without dy- 
This Firſt death was produ- 
ive of a_ Second ; lince that it is 
the death of the Soul which has 
cauſed the Body to die. The Soul 
having given its (elt Death in its de- 
parture from God by its Crime 3 
God, through a- great piece of Ju- 
ſtice, has condemned the Soul toquir 
its lodging, the Body, and to leave 
it to Corruption, and to Worms, 
that ſo this ſecond death might be 
the puniſhment of the tormer. 


R efledion. 


I F there be nothing more ternble 
than 
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than Death, and theDeath which is 
the parting of us from God : it there 
be ' nothing more horrible than 
Death , which in an inſtant dish- 
gures the moſt beautiful and deli- 
cate Bodies, which rots and putrifcs 
them, and makes them to be caten 
up of Worms. Ah then ! what is 
more horrible and terrible than Sin, 
which gives us Death, and without 
which, Death would have bcen un- 
known tous? and yet we have a 


fear and horrour for Death, without - 


having cither the one or the other 
for Sin. What Blindneſs, and what 
Inſcnſibility therefoge do we labour 


under ? 


IV. TRUTH. 


Per unum ALL men have ſinned in One, 
bominem and from One man onely hath Sin 
pecentwn paſſed upon All. 


in bunc 
mundum intravit, in quo omnes peccaverunt. Pey inobe- 
dientiam unius hominis peccatores conſtituti ſunt multi. 
Sin entred into the world by One man onely ; in whom 
all have ſinned. By the diſobedience of One man on- 
ly, Many have been made ſinners. Rom. 5. 12. 


Conſi- 


| 
| 
[ 


| 


Corrupt Man by Sin. 


Conſideration. 


IT is only the Authority of a God 
that is capable of perſwading us that 
the fm of One man has been the 
fin of All. And it is onely Faith, 
which in ſubmitting our Reaſon to 
this infallible Authority, can make 
us bdlieve that the Firft man, in his 
diſobedience to God, has made us all 
the Complices of his Crime. 

'TWOULD be then toſin a- 
gainſt Faith, and to make an infur- 
retion againſt the Authority of 
God, not to be willing to acknow- 
ledge this Truth , that all men are 
Criminal, from the vexy moment of 
their ion in their Mothers 
womb z and that they are the Chil- 


dren of Wrath , from that inſtant - 


wherein they begin to be the Chil- 
dren of the Firſt man. 


Refledion. 


THEREFORE nowl ought 
to acknowledge that Sin is my Ori- 
ginal , and that of 'All other men : 
And that my Birth, and that of _ 

c 
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the Sons and Daughters of Adam, 


comes from a Criminal who hath 
deſerved Death. Q then the ſottiſh 
Vanity of men-, who will nceds be 
boaſting. and glorying in a Birth, 
which hath made them the ſlaves of 
fin, Enemies of God, the Prey of 
Death , and the Trophy of Hell' 
Fooliſh Vanity of men, who are ma- 
king their Nobility to. deſcend from 
the bloud of their Parents, who 
were capable of Nothing, but to 


_ have Sin and Damnation running in 


their Veins! O the wretched tiate 
of All men,.who are dead in fin, be- 
fore they are born , and who make 
not ..their entry into this Life, but 
through the.death of Sin ' O wret- 
ched ftate of Mankind, who have no 
ſooner a Body, but they make it the 
Priſon of a Criminal ! O Soul, doft 
thou know thy Miſerableneſs ? thou 
ſhouldeft come out of the hands of 
God pure and undehiled as the An- 
gels, and thou doſt not begin to be, 
but onely to. ſully and pollute thy 
ſelf in being fixed to corrupted fleſh, 
which becomes thy Priſon and Goal. 
Who will be thy Deliyerer ? 


CON- 


W— 


C———_— 


CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE 


Precedent Trurhs 


For the State of Criminal. 
M A N. 


HEREFORE after the 
{in of Adam.all men from their 
birth have their hearts tumn'd from 
God, and fixed upon the Creature. 
They are the ſlaves of fin : they 
are bound over to the death both of 
their Bodies and their Souls. And 
they are the Children of Wrath, and 
are ſo far from entering into the 
Kingdom of God, as that they do 
not deſerve any leſs than Eternal 
Puniſhments, 


Conſideration. 


THIS Conſequence is but too 
juſt in all its parts 3 ſince that fin is 
the reverling of the Heart, which is 
turn'd away from God, to give n« 

(elt 
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ſelf to the Creature ; ſince that he 
who fins, makes himſclt the ſlave of 
fin ; that the wagcs of fin is death ; 
and that im is =D it (clt; in a 
word, ſince that all have ſinned in 
this One man, who is the Father of 
All, oncly him excepted who came 
to redecm us by the price of his 


Bloud, 
Refledion, 


T HE cloggs and weights of theſe 
Inclinations, which carry me out to 
Pleaſures , which love nothing but 
Vanity , which fſcck oncly Inte- 
reſt, is it not the unhappy (O the 
too miſerable !-) cftect of - that fin, 
which in driving me from the Crea- 
tor , hath bound mc over to the 
Creature ? But if the fin of my O- 
rigine and Being, , hath made me a 
ſlave, ought 1 not without ceaſing 
to ligh after my Deliverer, and con- 
tinually to cry unto him to break off 
my Chains ? If from my Birth my 
{mn condemns me unto death , is it 
not juſt that I ſhould ſuffer, as a 
puniſhment that is juſtly duc to my 
Crime ? That which demands my 

Tears, 
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Tears, and which ought to give me 
Sorrow, is the death of my Soul, 
which fin hath killed even m that 
moment wherein it gave lite to my 
Body. But-what ! will theſe Tears 
reſtore it life again ? Nothing leſs, 
O God! if they are not mingled 
with the Bloud of thy dear Son, my 
bleſſed Saviour. If I am by the fa- 
tal engagement of my Birth, the 
Object of thy hatzed, and the Child 
of thy wrath 3 he is the Son of thy 
Love, and of thy tendereſt Com- 
placency. There is nothing but 
this Love, and this Complacency, 
which is able to arreſt the hatred, & 
the revenges which my {in deſerves. 
Thy Juſtice had ſhut up Heaven to 
all men : O what could open to me 
again,but thine infinite mercy ! 

THEREFORE after the Bali po- 
Fall of Adam , men are capable of *#5t efſe ſer- 
loving nothing, but fin, which hath +a 
dominion over them , it God doth md 
not prevent them with his Mercies. eum peccare 
And (2.) all men have bcen ſubject dzletat --- 
to the miſerics of lite, to Ignorance __ domi- 
and to Weakneſs, They have no ,,,,., ma 
more Grace, nor any right to Grace, catum ? 
or Glory z But ( 3.) they —_ Whar lt- 

elcr- 
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berty cana deſcrved the puniſhments of Hell; 
flave have wherewith the Juſtice of God puni- 


_ "a _ ſhes fn, which gives death. « 


leſs when he 1s pleaſed to fm ? -—- Sin raigns with death 
over this Will, S. Aug. Manuel. Enchirid. cap. 103. 
(2+) Grave jugum ſuper filios Adam & dit exitus de ventre. 
Matris eorum, uſque in diem ſtpulture in matrem Omnium. 
There is a heavy weight upon rhe Children of Adam, 
from the very moment of their coming forth from 
their Mother's womb , even unto the day of their 
deaths, when they re-enter into the womb of the Com- 
mon Mother of all things. In Eccl. c. 4+. S. Aug. tl. 1. 
de mer. peccat. C12. 16. 18. & 20. |. 2. 23. l.3. 
Ce 23. Ofc. |. 5. cont. Ful. c. 11. 1n feveral chap. of his 
perfeR work. (3) S. Ang. l. 3. de mer. peccat.- cs 23s 
& 4+ inall the Serm. 14. on the Apoſtles words. Man. 
Ce 26. 27. 33» &* $3+ b. 1. of the Orig. of the Squl, c. 5. 
and other places. 


Conſideration. 


C AN the heart of man, when it 
is at a wide dittance from God, and 
txt to the Creature, love any thing 
but (in, fince it is-impoſſible tor it to 
love any thing but what pleaſes it? 
Does not fin raign in all hearts, ſince 
that all Hearts are Criminal, and 
onely ſo, becauſe they have ſubmit- 
ted themſelves, and are ſubject to 
the Law of fin? Has not the Sen- 
tence, which hath condemned - Man 
to death, as-a juſt puniſhment of his 

Rebcl- 
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Rebellion, at the ſame time con- 
demand him to all Miſeries , which 
prepare him tor , and conduct him 
to. this laſt Puniſhment? Are not 
Weakneſs and Ignorance, as well as 
other milſeries , ſuch Evils as Man 
could not ſuffer without injuſtice, 
when he was Innocent ; and which 
he now molt righteouſly doth ſuffer, 
beeauſe he is. a Criminal? In a 
word, ſince that fin, which is com- 
mon to all men, gives death both to 
Body and Soul, in ſeparating us from 
God , and ſince it makes us the 
Children of his wrath, and ſhuts us 
out from entring mto his Kin 3 
it is an eminent truth, that ales fin, 
there remains to us no right cither 
to Grace or Glory 3 and we «cannot 
expect from a Crime, which is wor- 
thy of death , but thoſe ſharp Ar- 


rows of Revenge wherewith God - 


puniſhes mortal fin, that is to ſay, the 
puniſhments - of Hell, and the tor- 
menting, pains of the Daraned, 


R eflediion. 


W E .muſt needs know but a lit- 
tle the State wherein we live, if we 


do 
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do not know that as foon as fin hath 
made it {elt the Maſter of our Hearts, 
we can no longer love any thing but 
fin, having no longer any propenſi- 
ty and inclination but for it. But 
whence is it that we do not figh and 
groan at the ſight and thoughts of 
this Wretchedneſs, which makes us 
the ſlaves of unrightcouſneſs ? it is 
becauſe our Love is that which con- 
{tirtutes our Crime, and we are not 
the ſlaves of fin,but becauſe we are in 
love with our fin and our (ervitude, 
even-to fear , and not to be able to 
endure that thoſe ſeeming good 
things thould be fnatched from us, 
which do ſo firongly taiten us to the 
Creature. 

BUT what Mercy hath the good 
God in his Juſtice ? the Miſeries of 
Lite, which are the Punithments of 
this criminal Love, ought to be the 
Remedy thereof : They ought to 
drive away our hcarts from thoſe 
Objects, where the fin is never found 
ſeparated from the puniſhment, and 
to become themſelves the wholſome 
and profitable Penance of the fins 
which we have committed. 

THAT which ought. to make 


us 


— —_—_ 


— 
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us fear, arid not to caſt us into trem- 
bling, is, that after fm , we can no 
longer pretend cither to Grace, or 
Glory, and that God may, without 
any injuſtice, and without leaving us 
an und of complaint or excuſe, 
e us his ſuccouring and relievi 

Mercies, and alſo his Crowns, = 
his Rewards, 

BUT the ſum of our Unhappi- 
nels is, that the Juſtice of our God 
hath condemned us all to Hell for 
the fin which we have all commitr- 
ted by the Will of One onely , and 
who thought too at the worlt , he 
had but committed a venial One. 
Ah ! what will not then our infinite 
Number of fins deſerve , where- 
| in we have engaged our ſelves by 
| our own Will? hat Damnation 
is there for thoſe perſons who do 
not fin , but becauſe they will fin 
if yy of our God puniſhes 
with {o much rigour one onely fin, 
of which we are not guilty ,. but be- 
cauſe we are the Childrcn of a Cri- 
minal ? 

THEREFORE Criminal £ivermn 
man, who is left to himſclt, hath no © rn 
liberty but to fin. And ( 2. ) God nam 


tum nou 
no 


” \ 
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niſs ad pec- no longer gives to man his Grace, i 
_— 4 or his Glory, but from a moſt pure 
f fitiam J** Mercy. And if he did not give it | 
7 nifs di- tO any one, it would be with Ju- 
wVinitns li- (ice. 
beratum : | 
adjutumque non valet, The Free will being become a 
ſlave, can do nothing but fin; and for Juſhce, 1t can | 
do nothing neirker,if God doth nor afford it its liberty, 
and help it. S. Aug. l. 3. ad Bonif. c. 8.1. q. 2. ad | 
Simpl. ad fin. lib. de Spir. & Litt. cap. 3 lib. de Gra. 
de J.C. c.18. 1.1. ad Bonif. c.'2, & 3+ |. 2. G5. 
L. de Corr. C. 1. 11, 12, & 13. Manuel. (.30. & 106, 
( 2. ) Cum aliis preparetur , alias non prepareturvolun- 
tas 4 Domino, diſcernendum tft utique quid veniat de mi- 
ſericordia tjus, quid ds Fudicio. Converte nos Der's---- 
& averte iram tuam 4 Nobss, quod & fi facit, miſtricor- 
dia facit --— & quibus non facit, judicio non facit, &c. 
Since God prepares. the W1ll ro one, and nor to others , 
we ought to diſcern whar comes from his Mercy, and 
what proceeds from his Juſtice. S.Aig. l. de predeſt.c.6 
O God, convert us, and turn thy wrath from us. When 
he does it,it 1s through Mercy he doth it; and when he 
doth it not ro ſore, it is with Juſtice that he doth ir 
not. S. Aug. |. 2. de Remif. c. 15+ ” Apr 1 lib. de 
Perſev. l.2. de Mer. & Remiſſ. c. 5- 13. lib. de 
Spir. & Litt. © 24. & 35. l. 4. cont. Fil. 8. |. 5. 
Co 3- & 4.1.1. ad Bontif. C 20. |. 2. G6. tl. 4 Cc 6. lib. 
de Gra. & tih. arbit. 22+ & -23» in Epift. 105, 106, 
& 107. & alibi. 


Was 5d | gg” eres = 


_ 
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Conſider ation. 


M AN hath no liberty but to do 
what pleaſcs him, and what he will 


precedent Traths, 
if therefore criminal Man , whom 
God abandons to his lufts and defires, 
hath no inclinatien, nor love, but to 
fn, he hath no liberty but to fin. 
It fm be the Matter of his heart, what 
can he ſerve but fin? and if with- 
out the ſuccour and help of Grace he 
cannot do any good, without this 
(ſuccour, what can he do but fin ? 
IN a word 3; Criminal man ha- 
ving loſt all the advantages of Grace, 
and having deſerved the puniſh- 
ments of Hell , and he has not lett 
him any Right cither to Grace or 
Glory, it God damns him, it is with 
Juſtice 3 and if God gives him his 
Grace, it is out of pure and infinite 
Mercy. 


R efletion. 


I F the Liberty of Man be the firſt 
& higheſt of his advantages, to have 
no more liberty but to fin, is it not 
the laſt and greateſt of his Miſerics ? 
It is a glorious thing to be free ; 
but not to be free but onely to de- 
{troy himſelf, O what Infamie is it ! 
Far therefore from making to my 
{elf any boaſt of = liberty , which 
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is left mc after ſin; it is that which 
makes my thame, and my reproach 
becauſe it is that which makes me 
{erve the Creature, and which fixes 
me to fin. Change, O God, this li- 
berty of fn into- that of thy Love, 
in changing thy Juſtice into Mercy, 
to Save that which thou mightſt 
Damn. 


(1.) Fo THEREFORE (1.) Crimi- 
brtatem Pal Man, without the Aid of Grace, 
fattum ut is under an incvitable neceſſt y of 
eſſet homo ſmning : and yet nevertheleſs he 
os your does not fin but with an intire li- 
anal h- berty. And (2.) though God (hould 
tioſtas ſuþ- not beſtow upon him any Grace, 
ſecuta ex and he ſhould precipitantly tumble 


tibertate him into the flames of Hell, he would 
EI have no plea to alledge by way of 
Unde aa Excuſe, nor any ground of com- 
Den fides plaining. 
clamat, De 
neceſſitatibus meis educ me, ſub quibus poſiti, vel non poſe 
ſumus quod volumus intelligere ; vel quod intelltxevimus, 
v0lums nec valemus implere, *T1s the liberty of Free 
will has been the cauſe of Man's fmning. Bur ſince,the 
corruption which has been a Conſequence of his fin, 
and which is the puniſhment of it, has made a neceſſity 
of this liberry. From whence 1 happens that Faith cries 
to God, Delher eve Rom xy Norettiades, under which 
eicher we cannot underſtand what we would , or we 
would willingly fulfil what we know, but we cannot. 
S. Ang. |. de perfeft. juſt. 6. 4 Liberam OS 
»ſque 
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wque adeo in peccatore non periit , ut pev illad peccent 
maxime omnts qui cum delefFatione peccant ; & amore 
peceati hoc us placet quod 11s: libet, &c. Ir is fo true 
that Free will is not loſt in ſinful man, that it is by that 
that all thoſe do y fin, who fin with pleaſure 
and delighr, in whom the love of fin makes it fo, 
that whatſoever they do, pleaſes rhem. S. Aug. |. 1. ad 
Banif. c. 2. & 3-l. 2. c. 5. |. de Cory. c. 1. Man. c. 30. is 
Epiit. 106. |. de perſev. Fut. c. 2. F & 6. |. de Nat. 


& Gra. c. 46. 47. & 49. (2.)S. Aug. |. de Corr 
£.7. & 10. lit. Sd & alibi. : 


Conſideration. 


THAT which conſtitutes the 
liberty of Criminal Man , is that 
which makes his Necetfity : for it 
without Grace he hath no liberty 
but to fin , without che {uccour and 
relief of Grace , he carmot but ſin; 
and if he cannot but fin, he is fen- 
fible that in that eftate and condition 
he is under a neceffity of ſinning. 

AN D notwithſtanding it is true, 
that he never ſins but with an entire 
liberty 3. fince that he never fins but 
in doing what he has a mind to, 
and what pleaſes him. 

THEN ,if it be no longer a Ju- 
ftice , but a moſt infinite and pure 
Mercy of to give to Man his 
Grace and' lory ; what "Com- 

| E 2 plaint 
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plaint is it poſſible for man to form ? 
what excuſe can he pretend to 
wake , if God will no longer give 
him the good things he hath volun- 
rarily loſt, and which God no longer 


. owes hun ? 


Refletiion. 


MISER ABI. E Alliance, where 
1 hnde, without the ſuccour of Grace, 
the neceſſity of deſtroying my (elf, 
Inſeparable from the liberty which 
remains with me after-lin ! I know 
.it, and confeſs it, that I never {in, 
but becauſe I will do ſoz and that 
it is my Will which makes my 
Crime, But onely to have a will, 
and a love to fin, is that which cau- 
ſes in'me-the page Þ of deſtroying 
my felt, if I am lctt alone to my 
{clt. 

THIS Neceſfity which conſti- 
tutes my miſcry, is no ground for 
any- excuſe z and it would be to 
add Infolence to my Wretchedneſs, 
to ſay that my ſin is no -longer a 
Crime , becauſe I cannot but muſt 
love it, and it pleaſes me too much 
.not to be in ove wilt. It you 
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precedent Truths. +a 
be too haughty and raſh a pride in 
me to ſay, that my ſin deferves ſome 
excuſe, becauſe God hath not given 
me his Graces z which would no 
longer be Graces, if this Excuſe 

t to be received. 

THEREFORE hath Crimi- Libero ar- 
nal Man loſt his liberty for any vitrie mal? 
good 3 and without Grace, there is **#*5bomo, 
none left him but for evil : So that Jy!? 3 
now. Corrupted Man hath nothing, ipſam----ac 
of his own but Sin, Vanity, and a fer boc ad 
Lye. + ptcrandum 
adjuſts faciendum liber erit niſt 4 EM... 
Man, in uſing ill his Free will, hath foſt himſelf and 
his Free will, and fo he is free to fin ; but to do good 
he is not free, if he be not delivered from fin, &c. 
S, Aug. Man.c. 30. & in loc. ſupra citat. 


Conſideration, 


THIS is ſafficient to underftand 
that Corrupted Man is uhder a Ne- 
ceſſity of _— , although he ſins 
not but with a trce and entire liber- 
ty.; to conceive that in that eftate, 
it he be not prevented and relieved 
by Grace, there is no longer any li- 
* berty to do what is good; and yet 
he never ſins but with the greateſt 

E 3 free-- 
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freedom, and with ſo much the more 
freedom , as his Will , being aban- 
doned to Ps _— him on 
with greater force and impetuoſit 

to = which his Wall - 
mits, 

TO fay alfo that Criminal Man 
hath no longer a liberty but to ſm, 
and that he is under a miſerable 
Neceflity of finning : it is to ay, 
that of himſclf he can do nothing 
now but fin, and of himſelf he can 
have nothing but ſin. 


R gfleion. 


THE fad work then is done. 
I have deſtroy'd my elf in the loo- 
fing of Grace through the crime and 
ſin of my Birth 5 and in deſtroying 
my ſelf, I have loſt with Grace, the 
liberty which I had for that which 
is good 3 and I have engaged my 
ſelt under the neceſſity of no longer 
doing any thing but that which is 
evil : the Grace of Jeſus Chuſt 
is onely that which is able to deli- 
ver me from this {ad Neceſſity, and 
to xeftore me to the happineſs of my 
trlt liberty, 
CAP- 
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CAPTIVES; mever ccaſe ha- 
menting whilſt thicy fee themſelves 
in Shackles:z and: thall F be: the alone 
iaſenlible of the loſs of my liberty, 
and never pour out any tears, when 

I conſider with my ſclf how that I. 
nogyry bonget's or 1 are 
under the heavie- weight -of their. 
oppreſſive Fetters : ſhall I be alone 
without Griet under the clogging 
and —_— burden of all my Ini- 


? Captives ligh after a Deli- 
rs what ! ſhall' not then {1 all 
the moments of ay life &igh after 
my bleſſed Saviour Chaift, 
, Who alone can break and free me 
from thoſe Chains that keep me {o 
faſt under the er of an? It is 
in hut alone I dcfire to hope... And 
that which affords wmy;Griet ſome 
Confolation, is, that it of any felt 3 
am nothing but ſin and vanity 5 it 
is to the end that Jultice and Trath 
it ſelf might deliver and re-cfiabliſh 


me in a more happy Innocence, and 
far more glorious 


S. Aug. in 


THEREFORE Criminal the places 
Man hath oo longer his Will ja/an ci for 
equal poiſe, norm a whe 
Power 3 Ms 2:3 in an luſi- 
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Con indifference as well for/Good: as Evil. 
'** (2.) Though his Will abides always 
So — capable, and in. an eſtate to- carry 
21.1.2. de himſelf out to Good through the 
_ if —_—_ and on of Grace. 
And ſo carried out 
_— bh rnd Bk not make 

Fuft. woe ws the eſſence of a 
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lib. gra. & : 

lib. arbd Conſueration. 

Corr 

11.12. THIS Equal Indination, or this 
13. equal power, which is called an In- 


Alame be dandy wer: and Evil, 
cannot be i in a Will, which 
being made the Captive of fin, hath 
loft its liberty for Good , and onely 
has conſerved it for Evil. 
CORRUPTED Man being 
free for Sin without being fo for 
Good ; itis cahie to believe that the 
efſence of Liberty, or Free will, can- 
not conlift in a power of being, car- 
ried out both to Good and Evil. 


Refledtion. 


LET not my heart then any 
longer flatter it felt with this falle 


Liberty, nor with this neighbouring 


Pow- 
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Power , which I did believe 1 had, 

to carry my ſelf out to Good, 

as well as to Evil. The weight 
which draggs me , makes me but 

too ſenſible, that all my Inclination 

is to Evil, to Vauity, Pleafure, and 
Intereſt 3 and that I have nothing 

of my {ſeclt to carry me to that which 

is Good. 

BUT, O God, if I feel in me 
this heavie weight of Luſt and Cu- 
pidity which draggs me on to fin, 

] onely from thee do look for the 
force and liberty to follow thy Ju- 
fice. 

THEREFORE (1.) if the $iin rare 
effect of Grace is left to the Will IE 
Corrupted Man, to follow it, if he ;,6; r1;e- 
will himſelf , or to rehſt it, the queretur 
Will wil never determine within it vol»ntas 
ff to do the Good, but will infal- /*4: ys 
libly be carried out to the Evil — 5, Ge 

AN D Corrupted Man hath need quo perſe- 
of a more powerful Succour than verare nou 
that which was given to Innocent ?ſent,ne- 
Man, to-avoid the Evil , and to do "7 
the Cood. intey tot 
tentationes infirmitate (ud Toluntas > STR... Of in 
ſo great a weakneſs of this life, the Will ſhould be left 
us to perſeyere, ia x with the ſuccour and — 

5 
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of God, without which we cannot. perſevere, among 6 
many, and ſuch powerful our W1l would 
be foiled and overcome its own weakneſs and 
inability ro withſtand them. S. Aug. cap. 12. de Cory. 

2.) Potentiore gratid indigent iſti--<bac potentiny oft in 
Ab Ty ul a ergo plus poteft., The have 
need of a ſtronger Grace —- 4 2; ys 
Adam is ſtronger ---- therefore the ſecond Grace is 
ſtronger. S. Ang. C. 11. ae Cory. 


Conſideration, 


BAGS. 3 it weze wholly 
to the. will of Corrupted Man, 
would render him neither any Holi- 
ne6, any Liberty, nor any ficalth. 
What then could be expected from 
je this Will , though relieved by this 
Grace , but fruits of Corruption, 
ſince that the Tree remains d 
What could be c od -45 
7 was this Grace, affords is not any. 
for Good'? What - could be 
ed but wcakveſles ang fal- 
hu , lince the Will. is not healed 
by this Grace ? 

"TH E weight of Luft, and the in- 
clination. of oug Heart,is the lowe even 
of our Will. Nothing therefore is 
__ of redreſling this Inclination, 

nor curbing. in this Propenfrty , 
but in giving Wmouue love, and _—_ 
cx 
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ther weight to our Will Now the 
tove which this Grace ſhould give 
to the Will, cither ſhould be 

than the Inclination it hath for 

or ſhould not be fo ſtrong z or elſe 
ſhould be equal. If it be the firſt, 
it is not the Will then that makes it 
at 3 ſince that carries it beyond. its 
Inclinations. If the ſecond, it is al- 
ways overpower'd by the Luſt, to 
which it muſt and cannot but ſub- 
mit, as the weaker yields to the 
ſtronger. And if it be equal; 1, this 
Love is unjuſt, and it is a fin 3 and 
ſo the Will is no in an indif- 
ference or equality ecn Good 
and Evil, even then when it ſeems 
to be moſt indifferent , and mot c- 
qual 2. The Will which cannot 
be determincd, nor at, but by Love, 
will remain as it were in ſuf ale, 
without _ able to "ut 1c 
out to any of the objedts, for which 
it is touched and affected with an 
equal (cntument. Sound Sence and 
Judgment will very cafily conceive 
that the Will cannot be determined 
to one object rather than to ano- 
ther , but it muſt love that more 
than the other, funce that to love it 


more, 
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more, is to prefer it, and to Five it 
ſelf to it, in leaving and abandoning 
the other. 

I F Innocent Man was in a ſtate 
of Indifference , it was not that his 
Will had then as great an mclination 
and a love for Sin, as for Rightcouſ- 
neſs : for otherwiſe ' this Ettate 
would' be criminal ; for it is a Crime 
to love Vice as much as Vertue, 
Therefore it was, that the Will of 
Innocent Man, when it was carried' 
out to ſin , had not a Tove ſtrong c- 
nough not to fin, athough it might 
have been en to _ 
been able not to fin. 

THIS Will, before fin, had no 
love nor inclination but for Righte- 
ouſneſs, wherein it might have kept 
it If, if it would, ma. might have 
reſiſted the love of fin : Burt in that 
moment it finned, it had more love 
for ſn than for Innocence. And' 
this is that which made its Fall, and 
which was the cauſe that Corrupted 
Man had no longer any Love or In- 
clination, but for ſm 3 and that-to 
do any good or vertuous Action, it 
has need of God to inſpire into him 
a love for Righteouſneſs, which fur- 

mounts 
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mounts that which he bears .to Ini- 
_ : 
; IN NOCENT Man had on- 
ly the defe&t of his Origination, 
which is the Nothing. But Criminal 
Man having added to it, through his 
Luſt, Weakneks and Corruption, he 
not onely ſtands in need of a Suc- 
cour to hinder him from falling into 
defect, which is natural to him; but 
he hath need of a more powerful 
aid, which may ſuſtain and fortihe 
his Weakneſs, and of an cfficacious 
Remedy which may heal the Cor- 
ruption of his heart. 


Refleion. 


O my God! into what a fad e- 
ſtate hath ſin reduced my Liberty, 
which can no longer do any thing, 
but ſubject to fin, even thoſe means 
of Grace which ſhould afſhſt- its 
choice? how far extends the Cor- 
ruption of my heart , which can do 
nothing but-corrupt thoſe means of 
Holineſs which are afforded us ! 
yg. HE $ nigh A. Ln a yg 
ccour that might cos, = co. 
that is to ſay, which by the power Pectunged 
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riter confi- of its ſweetneſs invincibly cauſes the 
reri, #r.08- man to do the Good which he is in- 
nine uit Fired to by the love of it > he can- 
boni ſine 1 . . 
ill4 quod Not in that eſtate of Corruption ci- 
ad pieta- ther avoid any Evil, but by another 
rem perti- Evil, or do any true and real 
neat, vi= Good , 
Yamque fu * : 
ſtitiam, fieri non poſſe non dubitet ; ſed non tam gra- 
tiam volumus efſt aliquands confittatur, qua---nec ſuade- 
tur ſolium omne quod bonum et, verim & perſuadetur,&c. 
He that will wuly acknowledge the Grace of God, he 
muſt confeſs that withoutit,moſt certainly he can do no 

od work.of Pi wrue Juſtice : and we will have 

ro acknowledge that this Grace (without whichſwe 
Maas, age" does not onely us, bur 1t per- 
ſwades us to all the Good we:do. S. Azg. |. dr Gra. 
Ce 10, &-26. & |. de Nat. & Grg. © 42. |. ad Boni 
C. 3-19, 20. (. de Gra. & lib. ardit. cg. 14. & 16. |. at 
Corr. c. 11, & 12. |. de predeſt. c. 2. 5.8. 10. 11.19, 
wa &* |. de Gra. C. 3, 4, 5, 6.16. 18. 24. 33. 34 
C. _ 


Conſideration. 


IF Gract, which ſhould not 
give unto Man a ſtronger and more 
prevailing inclination for Good, can- 
not render him his Liberty, nor is 
able to heal him of his Wqugds ; 
and if with Grace, the uſage of 
which ſhould be ſubmitted to our 
liberty , "Man is uncapable of deter- 


mining 
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mining, himſelf to Good, as we have 
here already conſidered ; & muſt be 
acknowledged that to overcome fm, 
and to do-good , he ſtands in need 
of a Grace that might be more pow- 
erful and cfhcacious than his luſt 
and defire, and which may triumph 
over it by the force and vertue of 
another Love : and it is this Grace 
that we call Efhcacious. n 


R efleiion, 


IF it be true, O' God, as moſt 
certain it is , that I am the ſlave of 


fin, even to' an meapablenels of 2 . 


voiding it, bat by @ more- virtual 
and powerful Grace: 'whieh -may 
break off my Chains, and reſtore me 
to my liberty : if It be true, as un» 
—_— it is, that T'cannet'do' 
any good, nor {© much as be able to 
conceive the hrit defires thereof, bat 


by the force of .thy'Love to.luxmount- 
my laſts and evil deſires: To con- - 


dude; if it be true, that Frmuſt keep 


firſt to my (elf, ayd to wy fin, if by. 


a violence of Love thou doſt not 
draw me to thy {elf : what weak- 
neſs is more humbling ? 

BUT, 


#7 
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BUT, O God, it is'in this weak» 
neſs that I hnde my ſtrength : for if 
thou dolt no longer leave thy Grace 
to my liberty, it is becauſe thou 
wouldſt have me abandon and leave 
my felt wholly to thee : and if 1 
be not capable of doing any thing 
without theſe victorious {uccours 3 
it is-to the end that I might be able 
to do all things with them, and that 
I might owe to thee the power of 
the Combat, and the glory of the 
Victory. 
Fortiſims THEREFOR E the ſuccours 
permiſut 4 which are called fuffcicnt , the uſe 
eller jnfr.. , which is ſubjected to the choice 
mis ſera Of our Will , have bcen onely for 
vit ut ipſo lanocent Man, and they are not Cx- 
donantt in- tended to the cltate of Corrupted 
— Man ,, to whom God hath reſerved 
wm e& {uch-cfiicacious ſaccours as are able 


vellent, to triumph over our luſts and evil 

God hath 

left ro Man * 

whom fin hath nor weakened, the li of doing what 

cutacd eff. degry ranting than wing by 
| ng og 1 

vincibly to do good t the ſtrength and preva- 

lence of hrs Grace. S. Aug. 7. 11. & 12. de Cory. 
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Conſideration. 


INNOCENT Man, who had 
not-any Luſt to combat with, mighr 
with a leſs ſuccour keep to himſelt 
the righteouſneſs of his Origination : 
and his Will, which was abſolutely 
diſ-engaged from fn, had only-need 
of ſuch aſuccour wherewith it might, 
if it would, looſe nothing of all thoſe 
advantages he had received : And 
this is the Succour that is called Sut- 
fcient; ; 

BUT Man.,having, by his Crime; 
made himſelf the ſlave of {tn, and of 
his laſts, and evil affeftions 3 no lon- 
ger is that Succour ſ{uthcient tor him, 
with which he might, it he would, 
{cek after the reftoration.of his Righ- 
teouſneſs , fince that having no lon- 
ger any liberty, or inclination for 
true Vertue , he cannot any longer 
defire or love any thing, but Sin 3 if 
he be not prevented and- overcome 
by a more powerful and prevailing, 
Grace , which may ethcaciouſly heal 
all his Wounds, and reſtore him a. 
fronger Liberty. 


Res 
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R efledion. 


HOW profound are the Coun- 
{cls of the All-wiſe H0d | how 
hid and myſterious are his deſigns! 
God hath left Innocent Man to him- 
felf with {ufhcicnt Succours, to make 
him know what his liberty was ca» 
pable of. And he hath refervcd to. 
Criminal Man Invincible powers, to- 
make the marvelous effects of his. 
Grace break forth, and ſhine-conſpi- 
cuouſly in him. Iadore, O my God, 
the impenetrable Councels of thy 
Wiſdome , and IF will put no truk 
nor confidence in any thing but that 
Goodneſs which 1s tO Van» 
quiſh the malice of my heart by the 
efficacy and {weetnels of its Grace. 

THEREFORE the tounda- 
tion of the neccihty of Grace in this 
eltate, is-not onely the natural wcak- 
nels of the Creature , which cannot 
of its (elf raiſc it (clt up to a ſuperna- 
_ CIIINny Gn _— 
neſs of its Qriginal is {ubject to 
i& ; but it is alſo, and more parti- 
cularly, our luſts, which, without 4 
more powerful fuccour, draw us on 
wmevitably to lun. Conſi- 
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Conſideration. 


GRACE am > 4 ge 
rupted Man , to vanqui 
plcalure of Ri ſncls, the incli- 
nation he hath for fin 3 and to de- 
livex him from the Body of death, 
ip hcaling the Garzupiion of his 
heart, I is thexetore evident, that 
it Man in this Eitate can do nothi 
without a particulax ſuccour 
Grace , it is not onely becauſe the 
Glory which he may cnjoy , is fu 
oc xtqutnding- natuxe 3 nor becaule 
do nothing of hunſalt ; but the n&- 
cefſity of this Grace is rather, clita 
bliihed in this , that Man is become 


Concluſions of the 


Refleion. 


W H © then can comprehend the 
tneſs of Man's Frailty and Mi- 
ery , and not be humbled ? was- it 
not enough ,, that the baſeneſs of 
my Nature made me unable to raiſe 
it (elf up to a-Good which is intt- 
nitely above it ** was it not enou 
that the Nothi of my Birth 
made me ſubje&t to defects ? bur 
muſt the malice alfo of my Crime 
render me unworthy of this Glory 
which I- cannot merit ? muſt the 
wofulneſs of my Fall faſten me to 
fm , and leave me onely the liberty 
to do evil ? 

BUT, OGod, if thy Righteouſ- 
neſs hath permitted me that by the 
Injuftice of my fm, I ſhould 
fall into theſe Abyſles ; it is to make 
the exceſs of my Miſerics the more 
to diſplay and amplife that of thy 
Mercies: An of Sindraws on 
an Abyſs of Grace. Ll am nothing, 
it is true , but Weakneſs and Cor- 
ruption : it is to the end that I may 
have no health nor ſtrength, but 
that which comes from thee. 

Truths 
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'Truths 


FOR 
The Eſtate of Re-Eftabliſhed 


MAN 


The Firſt Truth. | 
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» | 
HERE is nothing can give Qu me 
Man an Emancipation from _ abit 

Sin, and fram the neceffity yrs, bn 
of Sinning, to which his | Crime jus ? gra- 
hath engaged him, but the Mercy #4 Dez per 
of God through the Grace of Feſis Fijun ——— 
C brift. _ ſhall 
deliver me 
from the body of this death ? The Grace of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt. S, Pan. Rom. c 7. % penult. & 


- it . 
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Truths for the Eſtate of 


- "Conſideration. 


ALL Men having fallen from, 
by Sinning againſt, God, God may 
damn all, if he pleaſes, without 
doing any AC of Injuſtice, There 
is only then pure Mcxcy that has 
the power to fave them. And it is 
Feſies who ought to be their Sa- 
viour, he being only come to fave 
them from their Sins, and {o con- 
ſequently to deliver them from the 
wrath to come. It is He who is 
this Eternal Truth, that muſt ren- 
der us a true Liberty. It is he who 
is the Gate, through which alcne 
we arc inabled to come out from 
Death, and to enter into Lite ever- 
laſting: And, in a word, there is 
no other Name by which we can 
be in any wayes able to hope tor 
our Salvation, 


Refleftion. 


I AM the Slave of Sin ; and yet 
I am no lefs proud, then if I were 
in the Liberty of the Children of 


Gracc. 
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Re-eftabliſhed Man, - 
Grace, I only feel within me a 
weight of Iniquity, which 

mc on to evil ; and yet I am noleſs 
haughty, than it 1 had not any In- 
clination but for that which is . 
In a word, I am nothing elſe but 
Sin, and yet | live with as much 
Security, as if I were only cloathed 
with the Garments of unſpotted 
Righteouſneſs. O fatal Blindneſs ! 
O ſtupid Inſenſibility! When, O 
God, will you make me know the 
corruption of my heart ? when will 
you make me feel the heavy burden 
of my Sins ?- This will be, O my 
God, the firſt Effect of thy Grace, 
to inable me to cry out with Saint 
Paul , Who ſhall deliver me from #be 
Body of this Death? It is thy Grace 
through the Blood of Feſws Chrift, 
which hath procur'd it. It is from 
that alone then that I expe both 
my Lite and my Liberty. 


H 2 IL Truth. 


T47 


< 
x 


148 


Dus te 
diſfernit ? 
Who ma- 


1 Corinth, 
C4. VeTs 


Truths for the Eſtate of 


IL. 7rath. 


T is not Man that diftinguiſheth 

himſelt. *Tis God only that di 
ſtinguiſhech the rt Man from 
the Wicked, 


Confideration, 


*S T'N, /which is common to dll 
men, hath made-a maſs of Damna- 
tion of then ; 'and the cauſe being 
the fame in all, they.cannor of thems 
ſeIves but- pretend to an Equal Lotr, 


er Condition, Who can. make the 


difference / of them? it is neither 
the good Will, nor-the Merits' of 
Mary, There are none, neither in 
the Wicked, whom God hath con- 
ue, and in whom he ſecth no- 
_ but that which rather delcrves 
Vrath, than Compaſſion and 
Mercy : . nor in little Babes, to whom 
Baptiſme by the Grace of God hath 
been cffeual for their paſſing into 
Glory, before they have arriv'd to 
the-uſe of Reaſon. *There is nothing 
theretoxe can make this diſtinion, 
nor 
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nor ſeparate -any-frotn-this Me of 
Damnation, but only He who freely 
will beftow his Grace upon fore, 
and who is reſolv'd to puniſh others. 


RefieClion. 


I perceive my ſelf therefore in the 
common -.cauſe of all men, criminal 
as they are, and who deſerve to be 
condemn'd with them. What Tu- 
mour and prifte of heart then” can 
any Soul be (weld withall, whoſe 
Fate and Condition is equal to him 
who hath deſerved the-moſt ſhame- 
ful and terrible puniſhments? Whac 
ſpirit is there that will not be hum- 
bled, when he conſiders, that with 
the moſt wicked he makes u 
and the ſame Maſs of Sin, and that 
he can pretend to no other merits, 
but what they do? But who will 
not_tremble with dreadful -altoniſh- 
ments to ſee himſelt in the fame 
Eſtate with the damned? - But if 
Faith ſeparates me from-them whg 
are already i: becauſe they do 
not believe in Jeſus Chriſt I con« 
tels, O my God, that it is to thy 

I Rn Grace 


Non wv9len - 
P1S NCR, Clf- 
ran; es. led 


mijiventis 
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Grace alone I owe it, and not to 
the Election of my Will, nor to any 
{elt-merit. And it 1 am not one day 
damned with the wicked, it is net- 
ther, O my Ged, my good Will, nor 
my good Works, which have ſcpara- 
red me from ther but it is thy alone 
Mercy and Grace, which hath, trom 
all Etcrnity, made this diftinction. 


III. Zruth. 
0 ALVATION thercfore is 


rot of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that 
{h:weth mercy, 


Conſideration, 


M AN was ſuftciently able to 
precipitate himſelf into a fatal 
Abyilmec; but he is not able to get 
out of it, Exccpt ſome other draw 
him trom thence. Man was able 
enough to give. himſclt Death, but 
he has not the power to retrieve his 
Lite. Man hath theretore power 
great enough to deltroy himſclt, but 
he cannot be {ſaved but through the 
Mcrcy of Him, whoſe Juttice may 
condemn him, K «fleciton, 


5 I 5 © 


Re-eſtabliſhed Man. 


R eflefion. 


I acknowledg, O God, that after 
my Sin, there is nothing mn me, which 
merits either the ſuccours of thy 
Grace, or the Crowns and Rewards 
of thy Glory. My Will can only 
withdraw it (lf from thee,mnd with- 
out thy Mercy, all my cndcavours 
to my own Salvation are unprohtablc 
and {upervacancous, 1 ought not 
therefore to relt my Salvation, or 
place my Conhdence upon my own 
ttrength, or on the defircs of my 
heart: but upon that Mercy only 
which will effect all in me, to oblige 
me to hope for nothing but in it. 


I'V. Zruth. 


O D hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy , and whom 
he will, he hardencth. 


Conſideration. 


ALMIGHTY GOD with 
Juttice may damn all men after their 


H 4 Sin. 


ISL 


Cinis 7 
Waever : 
Et 4477 
Witt, 8nd 1 
Yat.S. Pa! X 
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Sin. It then he ſhowes mercy upon 
any, it is becauſe it is His Will and 
Pleaſure fo to do : and it he hardens 
others, in abandoning and leaving 
them, it 15 becauſe he will in them 
punith the Sin which all have com- 
mitted, In a word, God is rede- 
vable to none for any thing, and he 
is the Sole Maſter of his Graccs.which 
would no longer be Graccs, it any 
might pretend a Right to them. God 
may therctore without any manner 
of Injuitice give them to thoſe to 
whom he pleaſes to ſhow his mercy ; 
and deny them likewiſe to thoſe 
whom he is reſolv'd to harden, 


R efleAion, 


O MT GOD, who will be able 
to forbear trembling at the fight and 
conſideration of this thy Julitice, 
which makes Thee to abandon thoſe 
thou doſt not Love? Who allo is in- 
capable of trembling at the ſight of 
this thy Mercy, which bettowes no 
Grace but only to thoſe whom thou 
cherithett > All that ever is in mc 
deſerves thy hatred ; Can I then 
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hope for, or expe& thy Love z and 
ought I not a great deal rather to 
fear thy Hatred and thy Wrath ? In 
theſe different motions of my heart, 
where (hall I think -of repoling, O 
God.but upon the Wiſdome, and the 
Holineſs of thy Councels, which are 
no leſs juſt, than they are hidden and 
reſerved from us. 


CONCLUSIONS: 
OF THE 


Precedent Traths 
FOR THE 


Eſtate of Re-Eſtabliſhed MAN. 


HEREFORE the Salva- Non ex ope- 
tion and the Re-Eſtabliſhment of 7/9 14/ti- 
Man in Grace.does not proceed from - _ ſe 
his own power, nor from his own G4 ſecun- 


merits; but trom the fore-determina- 4: ſuan 


tion, and from the Mercy of God, Mſtricor- 


aim ſalvos 
10s fecit. He hath nor faved us for the Adons we have 
done,bur for his Mercy ſake. S.Paul to Titus, C3. V.5. 
S. Aug. 1.6.” Conſeſs. £.7. 1. de vera Relig. 1 8 Tratl.30ur ” 
Evangel.$. 7ohanl.17 contra Fauſtun.c 165E5 iſt.1 24.0.2, 


H.5 AND 
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Cam mile- 
Yetuy, etz4m 
V0! um. 
When he 
beſtows h1s 
Mercy up- 
on us, we 
never fail 
of being 
willing. 

S. Aug. lt. 
q- 2, tO 
Sampl. 
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AND our Will infallibly followes 
the Attractions of this Mercy, when 
it 45 prevented by ſweet and plea- 
ſurable benevolencics of his Gracc. 


Conſideration. 


W E have (cen that Man of 
himfelf is nothing but Sin, that he 
is the Slave of it, and that nothing 
can deliver him therefrom, but the 
Free and Rich Grace of Feſus Chriſt, 
We have ſeen that it is not his Will, 
nor his Merits . which diſcriminate 
him from the wicked whom God re- 
proves, nor which make him to be 
preferred to thoſe whom God aban- 
dons and leaves z but that it is only 
His Mercy which makes this diltin- 
Gion-and choice, Who then cannot 
but acknowledge, that it is neither 
trom his own. Abilitics, nor tcom his 
own Merits ; but from the Predeter- 
minations of God, and of His Mcr- 
cics, that he ought to expect his Re- 
eltablſhment into Grace, and His - 
Salvation, If likewiſe, it be not 
Man,but God, which makcs this Di 
crumination of the Juſt from the 

Wick: © 


In 


the preceaen| 5, 
Wicked ; and if Salvation aa 
neither on him that IWilleth, nor of 
bim that Runnetb \ but of God, whe 
beltowes His Grace to whom He 
pleaſes: ought we not to acknow- 
ledge that the Will of Man is too 
Weak and Frail, to refilt the Deligns 
and Councels of God, and to hinder 
the Effects of them and therefore it 
is, that when his Grace is pleaſed to 
raiſe up our hearts,"the Rebellion of 
our Will infallibly renders it felt to 
its Powers and Influences , in tree! y 
bccoming, Submitlive to the Empire 
ot His Love. 

Refleton. 
WHAT firangenels is it for Us 


to live with fo much Aflurance, and 
alſo with fo little Care, as it our 
Converſation,and our Salvation were 
within the Conhnes ot our own 
Power, and only had its dependance 
on Us ? O what a Blindncls is it not 

2 ſee that our Re-etiablithmient ito 
Grac :e, the change of. our Lives, and - 
all che Oceconomie ot- our Salvation, 
is the Work of the Wiſdom, of the 
Love, and of the Poawer of our God © 


+ 
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of His Wiſdom , to dittinguiſh Us 
from thoſe whom he leaves : of His 
Love, to prevent Us by His Gifts, 
when we only deſerve Eternal pun- 
iſhments : and of His Power, to Tri- 
umph over the Malice of our hcarts, 

*: Reliquie by the Efficacious Influences of His 
per Eletio- viftorious Graces, O let us there- 
_ ae fore yicld up our Selves to this 
y = __ Mighty Power, and Conhde in this 
forts ante infnitly Rich Love, and Abandon 
munds tot- our Selves to this Wiſdom |! 

Fitutzorem *GOD then without having a- 


ex- operibus 

precognitis putayentur Eltfti, adiunxit ; ft autem gra- 
tic, jam non ex operibus, Ex his nemo perit——— Ce- 
1275 ate —— qui tx iſto numero non ſunt, ex eadem 914- 


aem Maſſa tx qua C& (ti, ſed vaſa ire fats ſunt. 1lorum 
"eminem adducit ad penitentian ſalutarem —— Non enim 
ſunt 4 Maſſa sHa prvditionis preſcientid Dei, tt prede- 
inatione difſcreti, &c.Orhers have been Saved through 
the Choice of Grace. And for fear leſt poſſibly they 
might believe they have been Choſen before the Crea- 
tion of the World, the Apoſtle hath added : now if ir 
be by Grace, it 15 no mere of Works. Of thoſe none 
Perith. All the Reſt who are not of that Number, 
thongh they be of rhe ſame Maſs, have been made the 
Veiſels of H1s Wrath, God does nor lead any of theſe 
co a Saving Repentance : for the Foreknowledge and 
Predelſtination of God, hath nor ſeparated them from 
this Maſs of, Damnation. S. Aug, l. 5, cont. Jul,c. 4. 
I, de Corr.c, 7. & 9. l.1:4. Ad fimpl. l. de predeft. & !. 
4s dane peijeve in Epiſt, 105, 105, 107, 157: alt;, 


ny 
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ls ny Reſpe&t to Merits, and only con- 
is ſidering, His Mercy, hath, from all 


Ss, Eternity, Framed an Abſolute and 

= Ethcacious Deſign, to ſeparate. ſome - 

[= from the Maſs of Sin, and to give . _ 

3, them His Grace, and His Glory : in 4+ 9y;g. 

s Abandoning Others, and * Predeſti- Azime. c. 

- nating them to the Torments which 11+ Man. c. 

$ their Crimes have Julily Mcrited, ry hs 
Conſideration. 

. I F this were not {o, Man would 


not owe his Salvation, nor his Re- 
eliablithment into Grace, either to 
the Deligns and Counzcls of Go, 
| or to His Merciesz but to-the Et- 
forts and the Obediencs of his own 
Will, which wounds Faith, and does 
the higheſt Injury that can be, to the 
Grace of Feſius Chriſt. 


| RefleAlior. 


WHO is there then that can Pec- 
| netrate into the Secret of the Coun- 
(els of God? Who is there can know 
the Deſigns that God hath within 
His own Brcaltz u there are De- 

ſ1gns 


| 
' 
| 
| 


0: oncluſio)s 0 


ſigns of Predeſtination and of Mex- 
cy 3 or if there arc Defigns of Re- 
probation, and Juſtice * Thou con- 
cealeſt them from Us . O God, to 
make us all to fcar the Judgments 
of thy Wrath , and to make us All 
to Hope for the Graces of thy 
Mercy. Who will not fear ſuch Ter- 
rible and ſuch Secret Judgments? 
but who again will not be in Love 
with ſo Tender, and fo Preventing 
a Bounty ? It is that alone which 
Arrelts the diſquict of my Spirit,and 
it 5 upon that alone that I ſtay all 
my Hope, 


Debemis-=-- THEREFORE though it be ſim- 


ita intelii- , 

gere- quad Ply True, to ſay, that God would 
ſcriptum eft: fave all Men ; Yet, notwithitanding 
qu Viet itis no leſs Truc, to (ay, that atter 


mnes bomi- <. X - . 
— Sin, God hath had Delign to fave 


fieri, tan= ſome Mcn. *' ut He hath only had 
quam aice- Delign to {ave whom he hath Cho- 
zetur, *= (ſen through His Mercy. 

lam hom- 

nem f:1i ſaluum nift quem ſalunm fitri ipſe voluerit : non 
quod nullys fit hominianm nife quem Saluum fer vilit —— 
unde manifeitum et 10s qui huic veuſbunt —- veritats,. 
non intelligrre omnino qua locutione fit diſfium, quod om- 
nes bomines vxlt Deas Salvos fiers, cum tam multi ſalvs 
non fiant, von quia ipſi, ſed quiz Dus non vile, quod (ine 
ullacaligine Mariſeſtatur is parcis(iss we 
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We ought not to underſtand thoſe words, which 
would that all Men ſhould be Saved, as if it was ſaid, 
no Man 15 Saved, but he that will be Saved. Ir is there- 
fore evident that thoſe who oppoſe this Truth, under- 
ſtand not in what Sence, it is ſaid, that God will have 
all Men be Saved; (ccing that there are many whichare 
not Saved, nor becauſe they will not be, but becauſe 
God will not : as it appears without any obſcurity in 
little Children. S. Aug, Man. c, 103. & in Fpiſt, 107. 
l, 4. Cont. Fult. c.R. l. de Corrup. Ct 14. & 15, |, de pree 
deſt. c. 8.1. de Actix pelag. G 24. |, 1. de Mer, ptcca. c, 
I5. & 28. |, de nat. & Gra, C4", in Epiſt. 89, q. 3-48 
Epiſt. 157, l. 6. Cont. Jul. C, 24 le 13. de Civ. c.23., 

S O likewiſe JESUS CHRIST 44g-/.1. de 
dycd to Merit, for all thoſe that are #7-Peccat. 
predceftinated, Ethcacious Succours ot pig 
tor their Salvation and tor ſome Jul. 4%. 
Reprobates, allo the Grace of Faith g. & 15, 
and Chriſtian Piety for a time, But 
though He dyed tor all Men; and 
the Price of His Blood was (uffci- 
ent, and inhnitcly (o, to Redeem 
them all, without the bare Excepti- 
on of one of them ; yet he did not 
dye with a Deftign to Merit for cvcry 
particular, Individual perſon,without 
Exception or Diliinction, Glory.and 
all the Graces neceſlary to Eff 
their Salyation. 


Conſideration. 
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PF 
Conſideration. 


IF it bethe Will of God, which 
makes the diſtinction ot them who 
are Predeſtinated to Glory , from 
thoſe who are Predettinated toWrath 
and puniſhments : And it it be thar, 
which, without any reſpect to Me- 
rits, hath, from all Eternity, torm'd 
the Abſolute and Efhcacious Detign 
of giving his Grace and: His Glory 
to {orne, and to Abandon others to 
His Juſtice: moreover, fince it is cer- 
tain that None can withtftand the 
Defigns of Gods and that it is moſi 
ſure that all Men arc not Saved; it 
is beyond - any manner ot Diſpute 
true, that God will not Save all Men 
without Exception. 

I T is true, S. Paxl ſays, that God 
will that all Mcn ſhould be Saved. 
But thoſe do groſly mittake His 
meaning, who perſuade themſelves 
that there is not any particular, Indi- 
vidual Perſon, whom God hath not 
a Delign to Save. We ſay of a 
School-Maſter in a Country-Town, 
that he Teaches all the Children ; 
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not that he docs Really and in 
Truth teach them All, Since there 
may be many of them that do not 
go to School ; - but it is becauſe there 
are none in the School but thoſe 
whom he tcaches. Tis in this ſenſe 
that St. Paxl hath ſaid that God 
| will have all be ſaved, and come to 
| Eternal Life ; not that there are not 
many whom he will not fave; but 
becauſe there are none faved, bur 
fuch whoſe Salvation he was bctore 
re{olved on. 


- POPE I Is 


; THE Apoſtle would alfo make 

| us to underſtand by this Exprethon, 
that there was no Sex, Age , Nation, 
Condition, or Quality whatſoever, 
out of whom GOD hath not choſen 
fome for the Veſſels of Glory. 


ASto JESUS CHRIST, 
who could not poiſibly have any 
other Will than that of his Father, 
he could only offer up himſclt to 
death, to Merit the Succours of Sal- 

{ vation to all thole whom the Eter- 
nal Father had Predcttinated by the 
Bloud of his Son that he ſhould be 
the Redecmcr ot, BUT 


Concluſions of 


BU T how Earneſt and Preſſing 
ſoever his Charity oblig'd him to be 
for Man's Salvation, it. was Impoſ- 
fible for him to be willing to Save 
thoſe whom his Father Abandoned 
to their ruine and deſtruction : He 
could not be detirous to merit Glory 
for {uch whom he knew that the 
Juſtice of his Father had condemned 
to Eternal puniſhments, 


HOWEVER we may truly 
ſay He dyed for All; and it cannot 
without a t Error be ſaid that he 
only dyed for the Salvation of thoſe 
who were Predeſtinated, He dycd 
for all men, in the ſame fence as 
G OD would that they ſhould all 
be faved. And all the Graces that 
the Reprobates themſelves receive, 


are the Fruits and Reſults of. his 


Death. 


RefleGton. 


WHERE is then, O my God, 
this Goodneſs that makes Thee to bc 
the Father of all Creatures, and prin- 


cipally 
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ipally of Men? Where is this Love, 
which in giving thy Son, hath given 
all things for the Salvation of the 
World it this Goodneſs doth not 
Predeltinate all men to Glory; and 
if this Love will not ſave them all 
without Exception ? 


—_— 


— . WY oY 


BUT what do I Gy? Is it not 
this Infinite Goodneſs of our GOD, 
that ſeeing himſelf offended by the 
Sins of all men, does only revenge 
mn ſome the Crime which his aſtice 
may puniſh in all? Is it not the Ex- 
cels of his Love, which forgetting 
the Injury that all men have done 
| him, ſheds abroad his Favours upon: 
a great part of thoſe who have only 
deſerved Eternal Torments? 


THROUGH theſe Senti- 
ments of Love it was, that JESUS 
CHRIST poured out his Bloud, and 
dyed to give Life to the World 
that is to (ay, to the Predeſtinated 
Wotld; I mcan,to thoſe who uſe this 
| world as though they uſed it not 
and who would not be in this world 
hut to deſpiſe, and cantern the Va- 

nitics 
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nitics of the world after the Example 
of the Holy J ES US. 


BUT if the Son of GOD, in 
his preparation to death, proteſts to 
his Eternal Father that he does not 
pray for the World; that is, for the 
Reprobate world ; he means,that he 
will not dye for thoſe Wordlings 
which have no love and paſſion but 
for the World, for its Plcaſures, and 
tor its Vanities. 


- AFTER this Proteſiation of the 
Bleſſed Feſis, who was then diſpo- 
fing of himſelf to dye for Mankind ; 
will You be ſo wicked, as not to be- 
lieve that this world. whoſe Maximes 
are the Rule of your Pafſions ; and 
whoſe Pleaſures and Vanities flatter 
your Inclinations; Is a world under 
reprobation with God? Is a world 
damned with all thoſe who follow 
it? Ah! how can they have any 
hope who are only faltcned and ri- 
vetted to this World, for whom 
JESUS CHRIST dyed not : what 
Can they expe and look for, but 
their Eternal Damnation 2 Be not 


Ve 
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ye then of this World of Sin , of 
this Corrupted World, of this Re- 
te World, of this Damned 
orld > for which JESUS 
CHRIS T hath not Prayed. But 
be of that” World of Grace, of that 
world of Holyneſs, of that Ele&ted 
World; of that Saved World , for 
or 426 whereof JESUS CHKIST 
dyed. | 


THEREFORE for all thoſe whom 
God hath Predeſtinated to Glory, He 
hath prepared Graces, by the helps | 
of which all thoſe are InfalliblySa- *'<4fi- 


ved, who arc Saved, ; martin 

- hil aliid 

AND GOD hath not prepared #/, Levy 

theſe -Craces, and-this Glory in any ry ws 

conſideration of theis Merits but 5; ,7%e,. 
from His moſt Intinitely Pure and j:iorum 


3 Xt 2 Des, quibus 
e025 ſong libtrantw quicungue liberamure - * 

The Predeſtination of rhe Saints is nothing - ee; 
but a Preſcience and a Preparation of the Graces of 
God , by which, moſt certainly alb- thoſe are Saved 
who are Saved. $. Aug. l. de perſever. ff. 14. 4.'t. 9» 
2, ad ſimpl. l. 5. Contr, Jul. G& 4. l.,'6de Gree & ib, 
Ard. Wn 18, 21, 22, & 23, b de Corrs Ce 6, 7, % In, 
12, & 13. Man. <. $8. & 9g. & per onnes partes |. dt 
pred. & prrſevty, be Fpiſtolis. tO5. & 107. KCe 


Rich 
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Rich Mercy, and from the Sight and 


Proſpe&t of the Blood and Death 
of His dcar Son. 


__” AS for all the others whom he 
ae —_— leaves in the Maſs of Sin, and for 
2ra.c. 8, 1. whom He hath not the leaft thoughts 
4.cont. Jul. of Salvation 3 he does not prepare 
A for them ſuch ſuccours whereby 
Bak. c. 6, they might , at leaſt by immediate 
. de cor- Power, Arrive at that to which he 
rup.c.7, & doth not Deſign them, And * if 
8. Manuel. they be not Saved, it is not becauſe 
—_— they will not be Saved ; but it is, 
{. depwrſev. becauſe God will not ſave them. 
c.8.11, & 
12, I N a Word, it is impoſſible that 
any of the Predeſtinated ſhould be 
Sa + Damned 3 nor that any of the Re- 
CS probate ſhould be Saved. But the 
3.4e Anim. Number of the Elect, as well as 
& 10, de of the Reprobate, is fix't and de- 
Corr.6e7:9* termined , ſo that none can be Ad- 
: —- ded to, or ſubltrafted from them, 
L.de pred. 


6 16. l.de Conſideration. 
perſev.c. 14. 
&: 43h. TIS Cifficient to know that Ged 


hath formed the Abſolute Deſign of 
giving 
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giving His Glory to ſome of thoſe, 
who could only be the Object of 
His Wrath ; to comprehend that 
God hath preparcd for them all the 
aſſured Succours, infallibly to Effect 
their Salvation : fince that Predelii- 
nation is nothing elſe , but the Pre- 
paration of thole Graces, which do 
Invincibly Save all thoſe who are 
Saved 3 Nothing, being able to with- 


ſtand the Abſolute Will and Pleaſure 


of God. 


*TIS enough likewiſe to have con- 
ſidered that the Predeſtination of a 
Man to Glory, and his Re-cſtabliſh- 
ment into Grace, are the Work of 
the Pure Mercy of God, which pre- 
vents the proſpect of His Merits: it 
is enough, I ſay, to underſtand that 
it is without any Regard to their 
Merits, that God hath prepared Yor 
him, the Succours of His Grace, and 
the Riches of His Glory : The Will, 
which God hath for the Ele&, not be- 
ing able to be leſs Liberal and Gra- 
tuitous , than it is Abſolute and Et- 
hcacious. 

BUT it it be truc,that God leaves 

others 


>, 
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others to their Sins, that is to ſay, to 
their Lufts and Covetous delires; and 
that He does not Predeſtinate them, 
but to Eternal death, which is to be 
the Puniſhments of thoſe Enormi. 
ties: it is then beyond queſtion that 
He doth not prepare for them the 
Graces which may Capacitate them 
to Injoy a Glory, that He is reſolved 
not to give them ; or which might 
make them avoid thoſe Punilhments, 
wherewith His Juttice hath Deter- 
mined to Puniſh their Crime, 


TO Conclude, nothing being ca- 
pable to Deſtroy theſe whom God 
will Save 3 and nothing being able 
to Save thoſe whom God will Damn; 
in the Delign that God hath to Save 
theſe, and to leave the others ; it is 
evidently {enfible that the Number 
of them whom he hath Choſen,and 
of thoſe who are Reprobate, is Re- 
gulated, beyond which none can be 
either Added, or Subſtrafted. And 
thercfore it is impoſhble that any of 
the Predeſtinated ſhould be Damned, 
or that any of the Reprobate ſhould 
be Saved. 
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R efledion. 


IT is here, O God, that thou 
makeſt the Glory of thy Grace fo 
conſpicuouſly ſplendid, in the care 
thou takeſt of thy Elec. It was of 
thy Infinite Mercy to chooſe them, 
and of them to make thy Partage and 
DiſtinQtion : And it is of thy Glo- 
ry, to maintain thoſe whom thou 
halt choſen, It concerns therefore 
the Glory cf thy Grace, not tv per- 
mit any to be Ravillh'd from thee; 
but to prepare for them ſuch Suc. 
cours as that thereby not any of them 
ſhould Perith, 


LET them not glory and pride 
themielves in thoſe Favours which 
they owe to thy Infinite Mercics. 
Theſe Graccs ought to Conftitute 
all their Glory, it is true 3 but they 
deltroy it , it they Attribute it to 
themſelves. O my God, how delicate 
and tender is thy Love ! Becaulc 
the Glory of thy Grace makes up 
all thy Jealouſy, 


l THAT 
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THAT which makes me to trem- 
ble, is, the Rigour of thy Juſtice , 
"which, leaving in the Maſs of Sin, 


-all thoſe whom thy Mercy has not 


choſen, docs not prepare tor them a- 
ny relict that may Save them. 


BUT (O!) who will not be 
Comforted through the Sweetneſs 
of the Mercies ot our God ? not a- 
ny of thoſe whom His Love hath 
Ele&ted, can pofibly be taken from 
Him. O what Afurance, and what 
Joy is here tor thoſe to whom He 
gives this Chriſtian Confidence, that 
they are of the Number of the E- 
le&tion of Grace, that they are His 
Predettinated Ones ! It is True like- 
wiſe, that not any of thoſe whom 
His Wrath and Jultice hath Delign'd 


tor Hell, can ever come into His 


Glory, O what Dreadfull Conſfter. 


nation thould thoſe Labour under, 
who Live and Dye in thcir Sins ! O 
God, change the Lives of the Wick- 
ed, to change, not thy Counccls, 
but thy Sentence : And Fortihe and 
Strengthen thoſe whom thou halt 

Re 
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Re-inveſted with thy Juſtice, to 
Crown thetr Perſeverance with thy 
Glory ! 


GO D hath then prepared for e- 
very particular .Ele&t an Infall 
ble Succour to believe in JESUS 
CHRIST, to obſerve His Laws, 
to raiſe up themſclves from their 
Falls and Stumblings, by a true Re- 
pentance, and, in a word, to Perſe» 
vere in Righteouſneſs and true Holy- 
neſs. As tor the others, He will not 
give to them , unleſs it be to ſome 
tor a time , the Graces which are 
Neceflary to believe m JESUS 
CHRIST, to regard His Laws, or 
to Repent fincerely. And He ne- 
ver Gives to them this Singular 
Grace, without which, none can per> 


ſevere in Righteouſneſs unto the 
End. 


Conſideration. 


SINCE then God hath prepa-« 
red for all thoſe whom He hath Pre 
deſtinated to His Glory, Ethcacious 
Succours, to cauſe Infallibly =_ 

1 2 al- 
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Salvation: it is moſt certain that He 
hath prepared ſome for them to be- 
lieve in JESUS CHRIST, to 
Live according to His Laws, or'to 
Waſh away their Spots and Dehle- 
ments in the Tears of an Holy and 


* Unfeigned Repentance, and to per- 


{evere in Good Works unto the 
End : without which they cannot 
Hope for Salvation. 


MOREOVER, we have allo 
{cen that God hath not preparcd tor 
any of the Reprobate, the Succours 
whereby they might be able to come 
to-that Glory which He has not De- 
ligned for them 3 we cannot be Ra- 
tional, and doubt that God hath not 
had any Deſign togive them, unleſs 
for a time, the Graces which are Ne- 
clary to believe, to Live in the Cb- 
{ervation of His Laws , or to bring 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance : and 
that He hath not Preparcd for them 
the particular Grace of Perſeverance, 
without which none can Perſevere, 
and with which there are none but 
do Perſevere in Righteouſneſs and 
Hclineſs: fince that theſe —_— 

Intal- 
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Infallibly make up and accompliſh 


| the Salvation, from which the Re-' 
| probate are Excluded. 


NOR is it leſs certain, that God, 
having prepared the Succours of Sal- 
vation only for thoſe that arc Pre- 
deſtinated , it is impoſſible, that 
thoſe whom God hath Choſen for 
His Glory , ſhould be loſt with che 
Reprobrate: nor that thoſe, for whom 
he hath only prepared Eternal Pu- 
nilhments, ſhould be raifed up to His 
Glory with the Predetiinated. 


RefleAion. 


IF then have the Happincſs to 
be a Member of JESUS CHRIST, 
and a fincerxe Catholick Chriſtian, it 
is not to my Birth , nor to my Pa- 
rents 3 it is not to the ſtrength of 
my Judgment , nor to my Addreſs, 
itis not to Hazard, nor to a lucky 
Accident; not to Deſtiny*, nor the 
Order of Natural Cauſes : but it is 
to the alone Mercy of my God, and 
to the Difpoſition of His Grace that 
l owe my Regeneration by Baptiſm, 

I 3 and 
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and the Faith which makes me a 
Child of the Church. If I have had 
any Fidelity in keeping the Come 
mandements of my Ged, and in fol- 
lowing the Rules of the Goſpel, it 
is neither to my Liberty , nor my 
Vertue 3 but it is to the Power and 
Efficacy of Grace , that I owe all 
the Glory of it. It is to that alſo 
that I owe all the Good Motions of 
Repentance , which I have had for 
{o many,and ſo great Tranſgreſhons, 
wherewith rhe Purity of my Faith, 
and the Holineſs of my Baptiſme 
hath been Defiled. And, in a Word, 


I do not expe the Accompliſhment , 


of my Salvation, and I do not Hope 
to Dye in the Grace and Love of my 
God, but through the Conhdence I 
have that He will not Deny me this 
great Gift of Perſeverance, which is 
the Laſt, and Extremeſt Grace of 
His Mercy, 


EUT how Terrible are thy Judg- 
ments, O God, that leave ſo many 
Souls to Periſh, without giving the 
Grace of Faith ! Are They moreCri- 
minal than. thoſe to whom thou 

givelt 
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giveſt this firſt Grace ? their Cauſe 
is Equal : but thy Juſtice Exacts 
from them the Punithments which 
their Sins deſerve : and thy Mercy 
gives to theſe the Graces whichthcy 
have not deſerved, O the Abyſme 
of the Judgments of God ! I Trem- 
ble, when 1 think that of thoſe who 
have received the Faith , and who 
have lived in the Sentiments and Ex- 
erciſes of Chriſtian Picty , there arc 
many of them to whom thou hal 
not given this Grace but for a time, 
and that through a Judgment that 
muſt be Hidden ' and Reſcrved from 
us, Thou oughteſt to let them Fall 
into Errour, and Sin, and at the Lalt 
ſuffer them to Dye in their Sin, nc- 
ver to Pardon them. 


WHAT Terrour, O God, dces 
thy Juſtice give me, when I Conſider 
that from (o' great a Number of Jult 
Perſons, there are fo few to whom 
thy Mercy gives this Singular Grace, 
without which, what Holineſs ſo- 
ever they might have had, they De- 
termine their Lives in Sin, and are 
urevocably Damned. 

I 4 BUT 
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BUT what can I do, O my God, 

in this Fear and Trcmbling , but 

Caft my felf into thy Arms, and 

Abandon my (elf whally to thy Love, 

continually Begging, of thee, the Suc- 

cours of thy Mercies? It I was in 

the Miſerable Condition of the Re. 

probate, it would be a Jultice ; and 

I know that nothing is able to Op- 

poſe the Eternal Laws of thy Coun- 

ccl, Put it is that which Afſures 

my Fear , in the Confidence thou 

givelt me, that thou wilt not 

Nome poteſs Contound thoſe who only Truft in 
wenire ad the Power of thy Grace, 

me,niht Pa- 


—_— iſt THEREFORE none can go to 


traxe- - 

VIE CUB one JE SUS CHRIST * that 1s to 
em1's qui fay, believe in Him, it the Father 
exdtvit 4 

Patre , & 

didicit . wenit ad mt, None can come to me, Except 
the Father, who hath ſent me, draw him. Whoſo- 
ever have hcard, and learnt of my Father, he is come 
ro me. S, John ©. 6. S. Aug. 1. de Gra. Jef. Chriſt. c. 
LO, l. 1. ad Bonife © 3. 19, & 20+ |. de Gra. &>alih. 
Arh. 5. |. de pradeſt. & 8, & 20. l. de perſev. c. 14 
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does not draw him. And * all thoſe « j>,11, ,.. 
whom the Eternal Father Teaches more eſt 4 
in the School of the heart,and whom ſenſibus 

He calls by the Inward voice of His obey bac 
Spirit , believe in Him, and go to moony 


Him ; but 4 the Grace of JESUS ſie & 


CHRIST isnot given to all Men, _ 
WT. : c Gratia 
for the very.beginnings cf Salvation. oth 
70 corde reſpuitur ;, igleo quippe tribuitur, ut cordis du- 
ritia promitis auferatur, DL 4ando rrgoPater intus auditur 
O docet ut veniatar ad Filinm,auſirt cor lapideum & dat 
(07 Carneum---- cur ergo non omnes docet ut veniant ad 
Chr3fum, niſi quia omnts quos docet , ex Miſiricordia 
docet, tx Tudicio non doctt, &c, This School in which 
God 1s Learnt and where He Teaches, is far from the 
ſenſes of the Fleſh — this Grace is never reje&ed 
by any hardened heart, becauſe ic is given that fo the 
hardneſs of rhe heart might be 1a the firſt place taken 
away, When the Father makcs himſelf ro be heard 
within , and when He teaches any to go ro the Son, 
He takes away the hearr of Stone, and He gives a 
heart of. Fleſh. But why does not He reach all Men 
10. go to JESUS CHRIST, if it be not that all thote 
whom He Teaches , it js through Mercy that He 
Teaches them ; and thoſe whom He does not Teach, 
t'1s throngh His Juſtice that He doth not Teach them, 
S. Aug-l.depreigfh. c. 8, |, de 214. 13. & 1... 
fT Duia propitio Chriſto Chriſtian; Catholict ſuns 
wn {Ci mus gratiam non omnibus dari. In as much as 
by the Mercy of JESUS CHRIST, we are Catholick 
Chriſtians —-— we know-rhat Grace 1s not given to 
al. S. Aug.in Epife 107. le 1. de mer, pic. 611, & 
Mele 2, &o 18, & 1g, t. de Nat, & grad. 7, 8,& 
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9, in Epiſt. 120. & 2, 1. dt gr4- c. 46. 1, 4+ cont. Fu; 
& 8. L. 5. C. 3, &* 4+ |. de Att. Pelag. co 3.1. 1, ad Bo- 
nif. ©, 20.1. 2. G. $y & 6. I. 3+ 6, 7. lb. 4-6 1. 
de perſeft. c. 20. I. de gra. & lib. ab, c, 4, 13, 22, & 
22+ l. de Cor, C5, 6,7, 8, 6 9, Manutl, vel Enchir, 
c. 118. |. de predeſt. c. $, 6,8, 9, 1o, 14, 17, & 18. 

De Gratia non digneſentit quiſquis eam putat omnibus 
hominibus dari. "—y 

He hath unworthy thoughts of Grace who thinks it 
is given to all Men, In Epiſt. Synod, Epiſc. Exul. in 
Sardinide - 


Conſideration. 


I'T is JESUS CHRIST him- 
fetf who Teaches us-this Truth. It is 
follow'd alſo with that which we 
have Learned, that God hath prepared 
for all thoſe whom He hath Choſen, 
an Efhcacious Succour , not only 
to do Actions of Chriſtian Piety, 
and to Perlevere in them ; but alſo 
to be defirous to do good, and to 
believe in JESUS CHRIST. Which 
would be Needleſs and in Vain, if 
without this Succous we could do- 


all theſe things. 


DO not wealſo apprehend that 
if theſe Graces are Effcacious in 
themſelves , all thoſe who hear and 

under- 
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underſtand this Voice which (peaks 
to them in the Ear of their hearts, 
do Infallibly follow their Paſtor,and 
Freely and Lovingly come to } E- 
SUS CHRIST. 


THAT if God hath no Delign 
cx Intention to give His Grace, even 
for the beginnings of Salvation, to 
any whom He leaves to their own 
Darkneſs and Blindneſs ; it is then 
palt the leaſt Shadow of a Diſpute 
that JESUS CHRIST docs 
not give His Grace to all Men. 


Refledton. 


H OW humbling is this Weak- 
neſs, not to be able to take the hx (t 
Step to Salvation, if that God doth 
not help us to it by the Power of 
His Grace 3 and not to be able to 
ſtir up in us the firſt Sentiments of 
true Picty , without God through 
His Rich and Infinite Mercy inſpires 
them in us ! The Word of Preachers 
may perhaps ſometimes ſtrike our 
Ears; but that cannot touch our 
heart, if the Holy Spirit doth not 


come, 
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eome, and (pake to it, We may 
now and then form to our (ſclves 
the Ideas of Divine Truths ; but we 
thall never. Embrace them, if that 
God, in making us know them, does 
not alſo make us to Love them. 


F CONFESS then, O my Ged, 
that the Attra&tions of thy Grace 
are {o Powertul and Prevailing, that 
it draws all hearts to-it which it 
Touches: as None can come to thee, 
unleſs thou Calleſt him, unleſs thou 
Touchelt him.and unleſs thou Draw- 
eſt him. Raiſe then my Feart above 
all the Creatures , and Draw it to 
thy Son. Teach me, OGod,in this 
School, where thou makelt the Truths 
to be beloved which thou Teachclt, 
Call me by this Voice of Love,which 


" Engages me to follow thee, and nc- 


ver to withdraw my fſclt from 
thee, 


BUT if all thoſe whom thouDraweſt 
to thy {clf,come to thee; and if thoſe, 
whom thou doſt not Draw, can- 
Lot come to thee how ſmall aNum- 
ker are there which be Drawn by 

inc 
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the Sweetneſs of thyGraceſince there 
areſo few have true Saving-Faith, 
and much leſs of ſincere yo. pertec&t 
Love to thec ! And where will thoſe 
go whom thou doſt not Draw to 
thee,and whom thou leavelt to them- 
ſclves 3 where will they go, but to 
their Eternal Ruin and Deltruttion, 
which is Incvitable to them without 
thee ? Bewail here then, O my Soul, 
the Wretchednefs of ſo many Wick- 
& and Senſual Perſons, whom God 
Abandons to their own darkneſs, 
without ever going about to En- 
lighten them 3 and to their own In- 
ſenſibility, without touching them. 
And know that God does not be- 
ſow His Grace on All,to make us All 
to know that He owes it not to a- 
ny; and that it does not come from 
Nature,which is common to all Men. 


THEREFORE without an !* fact 


Efhcacious Succour, which prevents gras 


vires Effs- 
eaciſimas voluntati. Tt is God does what we doin 
giving our Will moſt Efficacious ſtrength and Ability. 
S. Aug. l.deGra. & lib. Arb.c. 16, wid. lor, ut ſupra 
proptey eandem Conclul, de1uce ad. al. princip, propter= 
que p! im-partem Contluſ. preceds ; 
OUT 
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our Will, we are able toido nothing, 
* cum mi- And * when God prevents us by 
ſeretur, t- the Riches and Sweetneſs of His 
t4am VI Mercies, our Will invincibly furren- 
fuſe mz. dersit {elf up toHis Atrradtions, ac- 
ſereatur,ſs cording to the Debgns which God 


nolimus, hath upon it. 

When | SEP 

God prevents us by His Mercy, immediatly we con- 
ſent for fear left if we do nor conſent, it would be 
in Vain for Him to Excite us by His Mercy. S. A4ug. 
{. 1. q- 2. ad (imple. & wid, ut ſupra. propter Conclu. 
preced. & Man. Go 32, $7, $8,& 99. tl. de Corr. CG 13, 
© 14- 


Conſideration. 


HE, who without an Efkcaci- 
ous Succour cannot take the firſt 
eps to Salvation, can much leſs, 
without this Succour make any ad- 
vance and Progreſs in this Courſe, 
And God, having prepared fuch Suc- 
cours, ho more to leave His Grace, 
and the Effe&t of His Mercy to the 
choice of our Liberty; it is noleſs 
true to ſay, that our Will can do no- 
thing, unleſs it be Aided and Aifiſted 
by theſe Succours,than it is true,that 
we can do nothing without Grace. 


NOW 
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NOW as theſe Succours are not Ef- 
kcacious, but by the Power of an 
Amorous conſtraining Sweetneſs 
which gains our hearts, and makes 
us to follow the Voice which calls 
us, and which in calling us, Draws 
us : who is {o blind as not to (ce 
that when God prevents us with His 
Graces, our Wilt, how Rebellious 
ſbever it be; Invincibly Bowes and 


' Submits it {elf to His Attractions,ac- 
| cording to the. Deſigns which God 


bath upon it ? The Succours which 


| God gives us, are they not able to 


anſwer and accompliſh the Deligns 


+ for which they are given us of a'God, 


who can, and who does whatſoever. 
he will ? 


Refiefion. 


IS it not then to do an Injury 
to the Grace of JESUS CHRIST, 
both not to acknowledge our own 
Weakneſs , nor the Corruption of 
our hearts, but to perſuade our ſelves, 
that without thele Powerful Graces, 
and thele Efkcacious Succours , we 

arc 
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are able of our ſelves either to avoid 
the Evil, or to do the Good ? What 
Good can- we do, it the pleaſure of 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs does not 
ſurmount, and get the prevalence o0- 
ver our Luſt? and what Evil ſhall 
we not commit, it Luſt but gets the 
Chair, and once vanquilhes our Love 
to. Juftice and Righteouſneſs ? Or 
it their Forces being equal, Charity 
or. Love is Abandon 'd to the Choice 
and Pretercnce of Lult ? 


1 OUGHT therefore to- give 
this Glory to Grace,and to acknow- 
ledge my Weakneſs and Diſability 
to Good, that if the Grace of |E- 
SUS CHRIST is not Vidctori- 
ous, I am neceſſarily overcome and. 
Foil'd 3 as I mult of neceſſity over- 
come , when L am ſupported and 
enabled through His ſtrength. 


THEREFORE the Grace, whicty 


didicit 4 gives to us the Power to do it, gives 
Giks o us alſo the Action. 

1 6 
reſt wenire, ſd wenit : ubi jam & poſſibilitatis profſe- 
fins, & Voluntatis affeftus, & aftionis effefius tft, 
Wheſocyer hath learn'd of the Eternal Father, nor. 


only 
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only can come, but He doth come, whre He finds the 
Succour of Power, and the Inclination of the Will, 
and the Effet of the Aﬀtion. S. Aug. I. de Gra. c. 
14. & in ſing. Cap. lib. iſtius. |. de Nat. & de Gra, c. 
42-1. 1. ad Ae; C, 19. l. 4, &. 6. l. de Gra, & lib. 
Arb. C-$. 14. & 16. OL. de Corr, CO. 8, 11, & 12.Mane 
e, 32. |. de pred. Cc. 2, 5, 6, 8, 10,11, 19, & 20. de 
| perſev. G 13, & 14. Of alih, 


—_— at Re 


| Confideration. 


| SINCE then we can do nothing 
| without an Efhcacious Grare, that 
is to lay , which gives us Power to 
doz and if our Will does invincibly 
| Cubmit jt (elf to the Attractions of 
| this Grace, without which we can 
o nothing) it is plainly Evident 
| that the ſame Grace, which gives us 
| the Power, gives us the Action alſo. 


Refledtion. 

| 

| HOW trus,is it then that I can 

; do nothing of my ſelf; but that I 

may be able, through Him who 

ſtrengthens me, to do all things,and 

{ when I can do all things through 

the Grace of JESUS CHRIST, 

Ido All tor JESUS CHRIST. 
With- 
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Without thee, O God, I can neither 
Will, nor Do any Good thing, that 
may be ſo to thee, And it is this 
Weakneſs which ht to Lower 
and Abate my Pride. But with 
thy Grace, not only I Can,but I Will 
What I can, and I Do all the 
Good I will. And it is this ſtrength, 
O God, that Eſtabliſhes all my Con- 
hdence. 


THEREFORE in this E- 
ſtate we never reje&t the Grace 
which gives a full power to Do and 
Act: although we cft times reſiſt the 
Motions and Inſpirations of inward 
Grace. 

Met Gr 4- 

ra que ot AND there is in this Eſtate, no 
calte Di" Grace purely ſufficient; that is to 
WMANLS COY- - . 

dibus d;- ay , which gives an abſolute Power 
vin largi- that hath no necd of any other Suc- 
tate tr4hb%- cour to Will, or to Do, and which 
ray hu nevertheleſs gives neither the Will, 
ae reſpuz- Nor the Action. 

$17, & 

This Grace which the liberal bounty of God ſecretly 
ſheds abroad in our hearts is not reje&ed by any Ob- 
duxare heart. $. Ang, |, de. predeſtec. 8.6 vid, ut ſupra. 


C onfideration. 
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Confideration. 


THIS Conſequence is too Plain 
and Perſpicuous, to ſtand in any 
need of further Proof and Demon- 
ſtration. It is enough to ſay, that 
the Grace which gives us the power 
to Do and Ach, gives us alſo the A- 
Gion 3 to make us comprehend that 


; no longer is ſufficient Grace, or ab- 


folute Power given us to be, and rc- 
main without Action, 


WE ought only to obſerve that 
often times it happens in this Eftate, 
that Grace not exciting and ſtirring 


| vp in our Will bue flight Complai- 
' fances, and weak defies for Good, 


it does not aJord us ſufficient 
Strength to do what it inſpires it 
withal. The Will, which tinds it 
felf labouring under this weakneſs, 
does not follow the Motion of Grace, 
nor does it ever embrace the Good 
where it has only conceiv'd ſome 
faint and hollow delfires of it. And 
this is what we call a Reſiſting of 
Grace 3 and which falls out but too 

{xc- 
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frequently. Yet, nevertheleſs, that 
does not give us the priviledg and 
liberty to fy that the Will which 
makes this Reſiſtance , hath a ſuff- 
cient Succour and an abſolute Power 
to follow the Motion and Impreſh- 
on of Grace, This would be to 
be _ that a Succour may be 
Incfhcacious, and too weak, and not 


be ſuffcicnt, 
R efleion. 


WHAT Sacred thoughts hath 
not Grace Inſpired into nic 5 How 
many goodSentiments hath it not at- 
forded me? How frequently hath my 
heart been Touched ? How oft hath 
it not conceived Pious Defires And 
how many times hath it not aſſuni'd 
Reſolutions of a more Humble, more 
Chaſt,more Diſintereſſed, and a more 
Chriſtian life > But, ( alas ! ) how 
often have I prov'd Unfaith'ul to 
thoſe Graces, and Kc bellious to thoſe 
Inſpirations ? It is therefore bur too 
true, that. all Graces are not Victo- 
rious, and that they are not always 
Powerful enough to make the Will 


unca- 
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uncapable of reliſting them; although 
they be never ſubjected to the choice 
of our Liberty , in leaving it an aIn- 
tire and Abſolute Power to do the 


Good it it will, 


IT is more Juſt, O God, to a- 
bandon my will-to thee, who haſt 
both Wiſdom and Power: than that 
thou ſhouldeſt Abandon thy {lf to 
it, which is only tull of Ignorance 


| and Weakneſs. 


ee ee en Cn 


THEREFORE it ſomtimes hap- 
pens that a Jult Man hath not Grace 
which gives him a tuthcient Power | , 
to keep a Commandment of God, ——_ 
though he hath ſome defire to it,and paryva & 
alſo make ſome offers and endea- imprrfetta 


vours, but ro00 weak, ro ſatisty that gy oo. 
which is Commanded him. ( Petro ) 
quando di- 


cehat Domino Animam meam vo te ponam: putabat ſe 
poſſe quod ſe welle ſentitbat, And yer St. Peter had a 
Love though but lirtle and 1mperfe&t, when he ſaid 
ro his Lord, 1 will lay down my (elf for thee ; for he 
thought he had the Power to do what he found in 


him to have the will $. Augel-de gra, & libs Arbace 17, 
Conſideration. 
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Concluſions of 
Conſideration. 


IF in this Eftate , Grace is not 


given us, which is tumply Efficaci- 
ous, that is to ſay, which gives only 
the Intixe Power to WHll and Do, 
without giving the Action 3 and if 
that which gives us a full Power, 
gives us always the Action, it ne 
ceflarily then tollows,that a Juſt Man 
who Violates any of the Comman- 
dements of God. hath not had that 
Grace which does give him an im- 
mediate Power to keep it, although 
he hath had ſome weak and lan- 
guid Delires,and hath alſo made ſome 
little and faint efforts to oblerve 
that Law, and fatisty that Obliga- 
tion. 


Refleion, 


OUGYH T not therefore the 
moſt Juſt to fear even to trembling, 
when they think that God does not 
diftribute His Graces but accordi 
to His Predeterminated Detigns an 


Purpoſes, and not according to our 


merits 
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merits and deſerts?Or ought the moſt 
Holy to Flatter themſelves with their 
Righteouſneſs, when they ſhall con- 
fider that God does ſomtimes per- 
mit the Slips and Fallings of the 
moſt Rightcous > Who will 
preſume to rely upon the Stock of 
his own Vertues, when he (hall ob- 
ſerve that all his Strength may fail 


! him, and that God may deny him 
| His Gracc,as well as He does fo ma- 
| ny Others. Let their fall at leaſt be- 
| come a Cure to our preſumption, 
\ and Teach us to fear always at the 


proſpect of our own Weakneſs, and 
alſo never to deſpair of the Mercies 
of Him who affords His Grace to 
the Humble. 


Du ergo 

c vault ſacere 

THEREFORE it does not De; Man- 
always happen that he who has a 4atum, & 
Delire, has at the ſame time the im- 2" poteſt, 


mediate Power to do-good, Tut = 


voluntatem bouam, ſed adbuc"paruam & invalidam, pote- 
rit auttm cum magnam habutrit & robuſtam. He then 
that would keep a Command of God and cannot dv 
it, he hath already a good will, but ir is yer ſlender 
and weak. But he will be able to do it, when he ſhall 
have a greatand ſtrong will unto it. S. 4Aug.l.de gra.& 
lib. Arb. c. 17. &Þ G 15, & 16. |. de Nat. & graice51, 


[ a gujec. 66: Conſideration. 
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Conſideration, 


WHO is there can make the 
leaſt queſtion concerning the Truth | 
of this Concluſion, it he be certain, 
as without doubt he is, that a Juſt | 
Man himſelf hath not ſomtimes 
Grace, which gives him an imme- 
diate and a truly ſufficient Power to 
obey the Laws of God, though he 
hath now and then ſome faint and 
ſlender deſires towards them ? How 
many Goed Intentions in Juſt and 
Righteous Perſons are without Et- 
fe ? Therefore how many Good 
Intentions in the Righteous them- 
{clves do want the Power, lince that 
the Good Intention is never with- 
out efte&, when it hath the Power 
of it; and that todo, it 1s the ſame 
thing to Will what we are capable 
ot, and to be capable of doing what 
we wlll. 


Reflefion. 


HOW many Sinners, who groan 
under the heavy Buxden of their Sins, 


would 
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would fain be able to break off the 
Chains which Enflave and Fetter 
them to Sin : whole Captives they 
arc? But ( alas! ) they cannot ! How 
many Righteous Souls do lay in the 
Grict and Lamentation of their 
hearts, that if they had the Power to 
do what they would, they would ne- 
ver more be guilty of the Commith- 
on of any Sin > And there ſhould be 
no Good, but what they would Do. 


— wm CÞ 


© 6 


*TIS true, it Man had buta 
ſtrong Will, he could then do the 
Good he would:But it is as true alſo, 
that it is his Impuiſſance and Detect 
of Power which is the Reafun of 
the Weakneſs of his Will, and it 
it was but in him to Defire and Will 
more Vigoroully, he would frame 
ſuch re{olutions, as ſhould be Supe- 
riour to all Repugnancies and Dith- 
cultics : poſſibly he may delice to 
have his Will more ſtrong and for- 
| cive, and God may not always give 
it him, 
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n TO help the Weakneſs and irail- 
S, ty of Man, it is not then {uthcicnt 
d K that 
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that the Grace of JESUS CHRIST 
prepares his Will, it it does not 
likewiſe make him the Maſter of his 
Lufts : it is not enough, that it gives 
him {ome Good thoughts , inſpires 
into him Pions and Devout Senti- 
ments, and forms holy Dehres tn 
him 3 if it does not give him as well 
an Invincible Love to hearken to, 
and obey thoſe thoughts, to tollow 
thoſe Sentiments, and to accompliſh 
thoſe defires. So true is it, that it 
is peculiar to the Grace of JESUS 
CHRIST, to pertc& in us by Holy 
Actions, what he hath begun in us 
by Good Defires, and a Devout 
Will. 


What Blindneſs is it then, efpect 
ally tor Chri(tians , in the leaſt to 
imagine that they are able to Do 
whatſoever they pleaſe but .to will, 
and to believe themſelves capable &- 
nough to do all the Good they pro- 
pole to themfelves ? Their miſery 
is, that in this their Blindneſs they 
{eek nothing leſs than the Succour 
and Relief of Grace, which they 
imagine is never wanting to them / 

an 
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and negleting Prayer , they find 
themſelves wholly left to their own 
Weakneſs,which can do nothing but 
Deſtroy them, | 


THEREFORE he who hath How qui 
the Will to do Good, ought to beg voluerit, 
the Grace that he may be Ableco "9" Prue 


Do what he wills. may 


velle cog- 


| wſtat, & ores ut babrat tantam vuoluntatem quanta [uf- 
| fievt ad jmplenda Mandata , %c. A Man that wills, 
| hutis not able to Do the Good he defires and wills, 


Confeſles he does nor as yer fully will , and therefore 
Prays that he m__—_ ſtrong a Will, as to be ſut- 
fcjone ro fulfill Commands , &c. S. Aug. |. dt 
(74, & lih. Arb. Co 15, 16, & 17 f. de Nats, & 814 
& 43s 


Conſideration. 


WHAT is there therefore for him 
io do, in whom Grace has already 


| torm'd good Delires, but to beg of 
| God thoke Powertid Relicts, and Al- 


liſtances, without which he cannot be 
able to Do any thing ? It the Law 
Commands, he mult Sollicite Faith ; 
to beg what it cannot do , and t9 
make him obtain by Prayer the 

K 2 Aids 
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Aids that are neceſſary to fulfill the 
Law. 


R efteciion. 


HO W are the Mercics of our 
God till d with Goodneſs, it he ©- 
bliges us to beg ot him his Graces, 
after He hath inſpired in us Good 
Defires: it is not that He does not 
know our Weakneſs, nor that He is 
ignorant of our Wants and Neccſh- 
tics, or that He deſpiſes our good 
Detircs. But it is to oblige us to 
have always our Miſeries betore our 
eyes 3 and to Teach us. that all the 
Good we do, comes more trom His 
Grace, than trom our Good Delircs. 
Ir is allo to ingage us not to quit 
Him, atter we have received his fit 
Favours ; but continually to put up 
our Prayers unto Him, that with 
His illuminating Influences He would 
clear up our Underttandings , that 
He would Inflame our hearts with 
His Holy and Pure Fires, that He 
would firengthen us with His Spi- 
ritual might, and Inrich us with His 
Gitts and Blethings, Do you do fo? 

TO 
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T O conclude, if He would have 
us to Pray unto Him without ceaſ- 
ing 3 it is that He, bcing the ſource 
and fountain of all Good things, 
is pleaſed to give,without tear of our 
being, ever capable to find Him Ex- 
hauled. See therefore what Love 
you ought to have to, and what 
Care you (hould take in, Prayer, Non enim 
orando pre- 


THUS then the Grace to be 4- pa or 
ble, and to Do, is given to all thoſe ;;,; ;.;,. 
who Supplicate it with all the Hu- coegereray, 
mility and Confidence , which fo IE 
- "—” uld not 

great a Blefling and Gitt deſerves. be ge 
im, if we 
Conſideration. did not be- 

lieve thar 


G OD, in obliging us to beg of = ava 


Him His Grace, to perte& m us &<_;. 
what He hath wAndh. —rs promi- ha ren 
{s to give us all the Aids and Af- { 4! gra.&v 
littances which are Neceſſary, if we **: _ 7 
beg them, as it is but Jult that we = tha 
lhould beg them. Qtherwiſe His 
promiſes would be but meer 1!luti- 
hons, and our Prayers would;be ac- 
countcd but only formal Mockeries. 

K 3 THERE 
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THERE arc ſome Graces 
which God gives bcfore we ask them, 
as axe thoſe of Good Will, Faith, 
and Prayer, There are Others which 
He doth not afford us but in Return 
to Prayer, as are thofe of Good 
Works, and of Perſeverance. God 
is therefore ingaged by His own in- 
hnite Goodneſs never to deny his 
Graces to thole who make their Bc- 
heiis to Him with a Devout and 
Faithful heart; who in humbling 
themſelves with fear at the fight of 
their Weakneſs, do raife themſclves 
up with Conhdence even to the Bo- 
fome of God, where His Strength 


lies, 
Refledton, 


OUGHT not therefore the 
Weakneſs and Frailty of Man , to 
be the firſt Ground and Occation of 
his Fearz and the very Foundation 
of his Humility, which throws him 
at the Feet of God. on whom his 
whole Salvation depends 7 The 
Grace of JESUS CHRRIST, ought 
it not to be all his Joy, and all his 
Hope 3 fance 'it 1s that which. gives 


him 


| 
| 
| 
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s | him all his ſtrength , and which 
makes up all his Deſert ? 


n, 
h, 
h HAVE then a Holy deſpair of 
n your ſelves betimes: but let it be 
d to throw you into the Arms of Him 
4 who is pleaſed to Exalt the Humble, 
Þ and Strengthen the Weak. Hope for 
s nothing trom your ſelves , never to 
- Love any thing but PFraycr. and to 
1 performe it with all che Humility and 
Conhdence of a heart, which knows 
that it can do Nothing of it (c1f, 
| and that it ought to expect all from 
| God, Wheretore is it that St, Paul 
obliges Chriſtians to pray without |,,,,_ -. 
Ceaſing ? But becauſe he knew that p.1;1 (- 
every Moment they ſtand in need me 7 i#- 
of renewed Grace, which cannot be /-:t95 »-: 
obtaincd but by Prayer. , aber : 
Atleratuy, 

THEREFORE GOD never God never 
forfakes the Rightcous , by the de- In 
Hrs Grace whom he hath once Jufttfied, if that hey 
do not before abandon Him, Cone, Trent, $:[.5.c.1 1. 
S. Aug.l,de Nat. > Gra. co. 26. ubi adjuwngituy : ut pis 
ſemper ruſteqs, vivatur. That we ſhould always Live in 
Piery and Juſtice, 1, i.c. 23.6 28. l.de Cory. c, 13... 
de perſeulc. <$, 6. 1. 13, dt Civit. & 15. ferm. 1, at 
virhde Apoſtol. G, 1, 
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nyal of His Grace, which is neceſſary 
for them to Live in the Perſeverance 
of Picty and Juſtice, that is to ſay, 
to pertorm the Actions of Chriſtian 
Piety, and to continue (tedfaſi there- 
in ; if they do not bctorc hand for- 
{ſake Him through thc Pride of their 
hearts, in not {ceking His Succour 
and in not Praying to Him, or elſe 
in performing, that Sacritce with 
too Supine a Negligence and Per. 
funcorineſs, and with too Cold an 
Indiffterency, 


Conſideration. 


I F it be true, that this Grace 0 
be able, and to do the Actions of 
Chriſtian Piety , is never denyed to 
thoſe who beg it as they ought it 
follows by a very good Conſequence 
that God never denies it to the Kigh- 
tcous. it they themſelves do not Re- 
fuſe, cr Neglc&t to ſeck, and beg for 
it. And This is the Opinion: that the 
Holy Doctors have believed in, and 
have Taught us, that the Righteous 
arc juſtly lcft by God;after they them- 
{clves have left Him. 

R efleciton 
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Reflection. 


THIS Sentiment makes up the 
Conſolation of Holy Souls, and is 
as ſupport of their Contidence. But 

ht 1 not to fear , leſt God ſhould 
for ke me, who am ſo full of Sclt- 
Eſtcem,who fo little do ſeck God,and 
who fo often leave Him 2 Where 
is that continual care of Watching 
over my {clt, ſo as to,hinder my; be- 
ing ever (urprizcd with any thoughts 
of Pride and Selt-love , which in 
putting, me at a diſtance from God, 
puts God at as wide a remove from 
me > Where is that exact circum- 
{pe&tion I ſhould take-to avoid the 
moſt ſlight and trivial Faults, and 
by my Tears to Efface the lealt Spots 
and Blemiſhes which may offend the 
Pure Eyesof God, and turn them 
from a Soul which does not con(i- 
der they are more Tender and Holy. 
than it is poſſible. for Humanity NY 
coniprehend. | 


ALL my Gare Rerelire "L the 
Future ſhall be, to. Watch over the 
" MY Puty 
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Purity of my Inclinations and Pray- 

er (hall be the whole Exerciſe of 

my heart. 1 will be continually 

pouring of it forth before God, and 

without Craling after the relief 

ot His Mercies, in the Aſſurance that 

He will not leave mie, if I do not firſt 

forſake Him; and that He will 
cauſe me never to forſake Him. 


THEREFORE the Neceffity 
of Efficacious Grace is Eftabliſhed, 
1. Upon the Infirmity and Weak- 
veſs of Man corrupted by Sin. 2. U 
on the All mighty Power of the 
Defgns of God, and of His Mercics, 


Confideration. 


THE Weakneſs and Impuiſſance 
of lapſed Man hath already made 
ns concltude, that if God leaves him 
to his Will with a Grace abſolutely 
at his Submifſion , he could not but 
deſtroy himſclf; and that without 
the Succour of a Victorious Grace, 
which Captivatcs khis Mcnibers un- 
der the Law of the Spirit, to make 
them the Servants of Righteouſneſs, 

it 
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it were impoſſible for him ever to re- 
cover the liberty he had for Good, 


THE All-mighty Power of God s 
Mercies , whoſe Defigns none can 
reſiſt , makes us x», wk conclude 
that the Salvation of Man, and the 
diſcerning of the Righteous from 
the Wickcd being the Work of the 
Eternal Deligns of His Wiſdon e 
and His Mercy, it cannot pothbly be 
done ſaving, by means and Succours 
which are no leſs Ethcacious and In- 
tallible than the Deligns of Ged are 
Immutable, Abſolute, and Powertul; 


Refledt 1ONs 


H OW then ought Chriſtians tor 


commend the Grace of JESUS 
CHRIST, and to acknowledge. 
that Grace is nut a3 our Faults and 
Miſcarriages arez but the Favours of 
God Almighty do exceedingly Surpaſs 


the Lapſes and Diſgrace oft Man,, 


It he hath by Sin lolt a Liberty and 
an indifferent Inclination to Go-d 
and Evil : is not this Loſs molt ad- 
vantagiouſly repaixed by a Grace 


which: 
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which only ingages him to that 
which is Good, in inſpiring into him 
a greater Love for Righteouſneſs, 
than his Luſt gives him anlnclination 
to Sin ? It Sin has put Man into ſuch 
a ſtate of Weakneſs as that he can- 
not {o much as breath out a Sigh tor 
his own Salvation: God hath not 
permitted this Fall , but to make 
known by the Weakneſs of Man 
which only can deltroy himſelf, the 
Power and Efhcacy of His Grace 
which alone 1s able to Save him. 


W HEN youthall therefore con- 
fider the depth of Man's Miſcries, O 
Adore thc greatneſs of the Mercies of 
God . and confeſs the Glory of His 
Grace, that he docs no leſs invinci- 
bly Save, by the Riches of His Mcr- 
cy, all them whom he is reſolved to 
Save 3 than he inevitably damns all 
thole whom He will damn by the 
Kigour of His Jultice, 


CHRI- 


(205) 
EDEGTRSSHAS KS 
EI I INT LL IE 
Chriſtian 
ConSIDERATIONS 


AND 
REFLECTIONS, 


Upon the Alliance of the Grace 
of GOD, with the Liberty of 
Man in all Eſtates, 


The Firſt Truth: 


| —— 


= will is Created to Love «,;; ,,;. 
that which pleaſes it: and it mo anple- 

(Titur alt- 
quid quod tun non deletat ? Voluntas ipla 1ifs als- 
outd occurrerit quod deleittt atque mutet animum , mo- 
utr4 naile patio pottſs, 


Who 
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Who Imbraces and Hugs that which does not 
pleaſe him ? The Will it (elf cannor be ſtirr'd up in 
any meaſure, if that which offers it (elf 'ro it, doth 
nor give it pleaſure. S. Aug, |. 1. 0» 2» ad ſfumpl. L, 
at Spar, a [38. C $. > PAl, 35. © 2. at Mev. pecceat. 
Cf. 17, Serm. 26, Sec. S. Johan. 1, 1. ad Bonif. c. 2. 
Man. ©. 30. 1. Cont. Secund. ©, 16, Serm. 5. de Verb, 
Apoſt. c. 9, & 10. 


cannot Love any thing but what is 
pleaſing to it. 


Conſideration. 


IT is fo Natural to the Will not 
to like and love any thing but 
what is pleafing to it that it is 
the ſame thing to pleaſe it, and to 
allow and approve of it. Thus we 
ſay , that fuch a thing pleaſes us, 
when we would fay, we delire (ſuch 
a thingand we approve of it. From 
whence it comes to paſs, that Kings 
and Princes declare their Wills by 
fuch like words, Such is our pleaſure. 
Is not this then ſufficient to let us 
know that the will is Created only 
tw defire and Love that which is 
Good, whether it be rcally ſo, or 
only 


only in Appearance, and to under- 
fand that it can Only love and 


defire that which it likes and al- 
lows of ? 


NOW if it be true that it car- 
not defire any thing, but what it 
allows of ? fince it can only deſire 
Good , is it not neceſſarily True 
that It cannot deſire any thing bur 
what plcaſcs it; fince that what it 
approves of, pleaſcs it 3 and that no- 
thing pleaſes it, but what it allows 
and likes 7 


RefleTion. 


'TFS therefore Pleaſure which 
Conltitures my Love, my Love 
my Will; and my Will without 
Grace, my Unrighteouſneſſes and 
my Sins. It is always true that 
my Will deſires nothing but what 
it Toves, and it Loves nothing 
but what is Pleaſing to it, and it 
Allows of. But likewiſe is it not 
frequently too twue that what 

Plcaſcs 
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Pleaſes it , and what it Loves, is 
but an Imaginary Good which (c- 
duces it, = a real Evil that Cor- 
rupts it? I mult then confeſs that it is 
That which makes the Crime ot my 
Will, which owes its Love only 
to its true Love which is God, out 
ot whom there is nothing but Va- 
nity , and a dreaming Shadow , no 
tis than a Lye, 


CONSE- 
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CONSEQUENCES 
OF THIS 


Firt TRUTH. 


HEREFORE the Will is 
Created to Love that moſt 
which Plcaſes it molt, 


Tanto 
qui dqut : 
Conſideration, wthements- 
us wVOlu- 
» , q4an- 
SINCE Pleaſure is the Reaſon, 1t. 


and the Meaſure of Love ; the Will, quam bo- 
which can only Love that that nun fit no- 
Pleaſes it , ougnrt neceffarily to Love 74745 20 


: . $ dule- 
that molt which Pleaſes it molt. So | ns. _ 


dentins. 
We do ſo much the more ſtrongly defire a thing, as 
we know the Goodneſs of it with more afhurance, 
and ir 1s more agreeable and pleaſing to us. S. 4ug-l.2. 
de Mir. pecc. 17.1, de Spiv. & lit, co. 5.1. de Continen« 
tia, Ce. 8. & 5, Cap. a4 Galat, 


the 
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the Will being demanded wherefore 
it is more carryed out to this Ob- 
ject than the Other 3 it mgennouſ- 
ly anſwers, becauſe it is more Plca(- 
ing to it, and it Likes it a great deal 
bctter than the Other. 


Refledions 


WHE N Irefict upon the Love 
F bear to the Creatures, this Truth, 
does it not exceedingly Rcproach 
me, that That which is Nothi: g but 
Vanity, and a Lye, ſhould Plcaſe me 
more than God Himfelt ? Ah! Sce 
the exccls of thy Crime Ovght it 
net t© be thy Confuſion ? What necd 
not you fear from the Jealouſic of a 
God , whoſe Indignation and yuſt 
Wrath cannot Pardon ' thoſe who 
defpiſe and ſcorn Him, in making 
the Creatures to become their 1- 
dols ? O Ged ! Grant that thy Mer- 
cy may convert the Injuſtice of my 
Aﬀcdion , and fiay the Juſtice of 
thy Wrath, 


"o 


THERE- 


| 
| 
( 
: 


wy — — ww On | "I ad —_— = 
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THERFFORE the Will does 
neceſfarily, although it be with an 240d am- 
abſolute and intre Liberty , that owbag 
which Pleafcs it moft. ſecundiom 

id opere- 
mur weeſſe oft, We neceſſarily do that which moſt 
pleaſes us. $. Aug 5+ cap. ad Galat. Oc. ut in pre- 
«ed, Concli. 


Conſideration. 


T HE Will only Acts by Love: 
now it is Created to Love that moſt 
which is mo't pleaſing to it. Be 
you therefore the Judge if it be not 
neceflary, although moſt freely , to 
do that which mot pleaſes it, whe- 
ther im affeQing, it , or in the bare 
propoſal of it to the Will, 


R efleion. 


BE not therefore any longer m 
wonder it the weight of your Love, 
and the Charm of Pleaſure carry a- 
way your heart and if being more 


affected 


212 Chriftian Conſiderations 
affected with the Pleaſure of the 


Creatures, than of him who was 
the Maker of them, you do all tor 
them, and nothing for Him. But 
be afraid , leſt youx Sin having 
made. the Creatures the Obzjeas 
ot your greatclſt Delight and Plca- 
fure, the Wrath of God does not 
make them the Inſtruments of your 
extreamelt Puniſhments, in Arming 
them againlt you at the day of His 
large and tull Vengeance. 


THEREFCRE if of two Ob- 
jects the One pleaſes no more than 
the other, the Will cannot give it 
{elt to either of them. And when 
the Pleaſure which Grace Inſpires in- 

Si utrumq, tO us for Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
tantumdem is preater than that which our Luſt 
—_— » Bivcs us for Sin 3 we do neceſfarily 


ſetebimur follow, although moſt frcely, its At- 
w__— If [{- 
——= equalittr timemus, in periculs ſine duubso Yemi- 
nebimas, tu dilelionis & timorss alternante quaſſati. 
If we Love One as much as the Other, we ſhould 
not purſue any, If we fear them equally , withour 
doubt we ſhould be in danger, being Agitared fom- 
rimes by the motion of Love, ſomrumes by that of 
Fear, $. Aug. 3t Epiſt. ad Galat, 


traction 


' and Reflettions. 


traction which carries us out to that 
which is Good. As on the Con- 
trary, when the Pleaſure of Sin is 
more Powerful than that of Righte- 
ouſneſsz we are neceſſarily vanquiſh- 
ed, and led away to Evil. 


Conſideration. 


THE Reaſon of this Truth is 
that the Will is Created to follow 
the greater Pleaſure; and the Will, 
which can' only Love the Good, 
gives it {elf ncceflarily to that which 
molt Pleaſes it, and to that which 
it approves of beſt, Otherwiſe it 
would not be the Charm and At- 
traction of Good which would cx- 
cite the Will, and make it Act. 


RefleCiion. 


THERE can be but two Loves; 
that of Charity, which Loves God, 
and all things for Him : or that of 
Luſt,which Loves it (:lt,and all things 


| + for its own ſake. Therefore of me- 


ccllity 
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city my heart muſt give way and 
ycild to the ſtrongeſt of theſe two 
Loves 3 and Luft will reign there, 
it Charity be not Triumphant. O 
God, how many times have Vanities, 
Pleaſures, and Intereſt carricd it be- 
fore thy Love? Luſt is that which 
moſt commonly keeps an Empire 
and Dominion over my heart. There 
is nothing, O God, but the torce of 
thyLove,which is able toTriumph 0- 
ver the Love of my Selt;zand ut is trom 
the alone Power of thy Grace that 
I Expe&t and Hope for this Victo- 
ry, which I may be aſſurcdot, if 
thou wilt but give me thy Succour. 


IL 7ruth. 


Volunt as THAT whichis the Fflence of 
noſtra nt ] jherty , is the Empire which the 


tet, por Will hath over its Actions, to do 
eſſet in no- 
ſtra poteſtate *- Porro quia eft in noſtra poteſtate , (ihera 
eſt nobis. Non enim eſt nobis liberum quod in poteſtare 
noun habemus , &c, The Aion of our Will would 
not be an Attion of the Will , if 1t were nor in our 
power, Ina Word, becaulc jt 15 in our power, it 
"s 


-* % 
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free tons. For nothing i free to us , but what we 
have in our power, $, Ang. l. 3 delib. 4vb. co. 3.1, 
Mt Nat, © Gra. C. 47, l. 5. de Cruit, £9, & 19. 


them whenſoever it has a mind; 
and not to do them , when it has 
no Will or Mind. 


Conſideration. 


'TIS the moſt Natural Idez that 
can poſſibly be form'd of Liberty : 
and it is the beſt Conception we can 
have of it, when we ſay that That is 
perte&tly free, which does whatſo- 
ever it-will, and does nothing but 
what it will, 


RefleGton. 


INNOCENT and happy Liberty, No" =_ 


if it hath no Empice over our Acti- way of % 


ons , but to make them ſerve tO ,ryoute 
noſtra, niſe 
vod cum volumes, facimus. HD yapropter nib! tam in no- 
bra poteſiate, quam ipſa voluntas, Ea enim, mox ut v0- 

lumus, preſto eſt, &c. Er 

I cannot believe that any thing is ih our power, but 
what we do when we kave a mind to do 1t. __ 
ore 
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fore there is nothing ſo much in our Power as the A- 
&jon of our Will, for it 15 ready at the very ſame 
Moment that we Will. $. Aug. l. 3. de lib. 4rb, 


fo 3» 


Righteouſneſs and Grace ! But Cri- 
minal and Fatal is that Liberty,when 
it doth not command and Influence 
our Adcions, but to ſubj<& them to 
Sin and Injuſtice ! 


IM. 7ruth. 


T H E Willis nothing of its 
own Nature, but the Power cf 
Iilling what the Reaſon preſcribes 
to 1t, 


Conſideration, 


T © obſerve the Nature of the 
Will, it is ſufhcient to ſay what 
all the Philoſophers have faid of it, 
that it is a Reaſonable Appetite 3 or 
to explain better, a Power of Willing 
with Reaſon, 


Reflection 
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Refledion. 


THAT which makes in us the 
Principal Figure of the Image of 
God, is without doubt this Will, 
which cannot A& but by Reaſon, 
and which no longer is a Will then 
it Acts with Diſtinguiſhing, and dif- 
cernment. But likewiſe that which 

| will make the Character of our Sin, 

will it not be that this Will, which 

only ought to follow pure Illumi- 
| nations , and only be in queſt of 
" ; thivgs that are truly Good, does 
; only purſue falſe Maxiryes, and is 
only carried out to things that are 
good in Appearance, and which are 
real Evils? 


L THE 


Fitrs von 
pateſt, us 
dum vol '+ 
Mus, non 
veli mils. It 
15 1mpolit- 
ble that 
we ſhoul 1 
not will, 
vhen we 
W111. S. 
lug.le 3 
a? lid. Atv. 


* z * 
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THE 


CONCLUSIONS 
OF THE 


Precednt T RUT HS. 


O— — _— — 


Ti EREFORE all the Efſen- 
tral Action of the Will is in 
being Willing, 


Conſideration. 


SINCE the Will is Eficntial- 
ly a power of Willing) it 1s ccr- 
tain that the Will cannot have an 
Action which is more Eflential than 
to will, And it we imagine that 
it belongs alſo to this Power not to 
will, we are miſtaken, if we do 
obſerve that we are not able not 
ty will, but in willing; when 1t 
az voJuntarily dune ot us that we do 
not will. 


R flei Ms 
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Re eciion. 


O my God, as all the Action of 
my will is to will, make me only 
to Will and Detire thee, who art the 
only Good I ought to have a Will 
tor, and Love to. 


THEREFORE the Will ne- awtz fa- 
ver Acts bur when it wills, and be- cams, 920 
cauſe it Wills ; and if it would not. # 999m; 


\ non utique 
It would not ACE. To 3 


quo primt- 
tus prytinet & iplum velle, nam ſi volumus, oft, ſs xo! 4- 
mus, non tt, Non enim tellemus, (t nollemus. 

We do many things which we ſhould nor do, if we 
Will not : and our Will 1s particularly of this Num- 
her : forit 1s, if we will; andif we will nor, 1t is 
nat : for we would nor, 1f we W1IF'd not. S. Aug. {. 
G5. de Ciuit. f, 10, Þ vid. it ſup. in ſtcund, virite 


c: Y G loyation, 
IT is impoſtible tor the Will to 
Act, whcn it will not 3; and not to® 
will whcn it Aas: fince that all its 


Action 15 to will. 


I'& Reflefion, 
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Refleflion. 


THEN do not let us go about 
to excuſe our faults, as it they came 
rot from our Will, For it is a 
Truth not to be conteſted, that how 
{trong {oever the Luſt or the Tem- 
ptation is, we never commit any 
Sin, but becauſe we will; fince we 
ſhould never commit it, if we will'd 
nor, 


THEREFORE the will 
hath neceſſarily in its Power, and un- 
der its Empire, all its Actions. And 

Yoluntas whatſoever is properly Voluntary, 
*g# 99- {5 in the Power, and under the Do- 


{Iva nec "0 - ' 
roluntas Minion of the Will, 


ilſet, 1/1 

eſſet in nora poteſtate. The Ation of our Will would 
n2r therefore bezan Action of the Will, if it were not 
19 our power. S. Aug- l. 3. de lib. Arb. c, 3. !. 
{et Nate] gre Co 47. ts 5+ de Civite Gs g, 1 


Conſider ation, 


the Precedent Truths. 


Conſideration. 


IF we have rightly conceived 
that the Nature of the Will is not to 
AEt but when it wills,and becauſc it 
wills; and not to At, whcn it wills 
not ; becauſe rhat all its Action con- 
hilts in the being willing, And it 
we rightly apprehend that it hath 
in its Power, and under its Empire 
that which only is, when it wills, 
and becauſe it wills : it is not very 
difficult for us to underſtand that 
the Will hath neceffarily all its Aﬀti- 
ons in its own Power, and under its 
own Empire: and all that is truly 
Voluntary, is under the Empire, and 
in the Power of the Will. For what” 
is more agreeable to ſenſe, then that 
all. the Actions of the Will, which 
cannot Act but in being willing, 
are only becauſe it wills, and they 
would not be, if it willd not? May 
we not ſay that the Will would not, 
if it did not Will ? 


L 3 R efleion. 
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R (Y ections 


W HAT Glory havcAvgcls and 
Men, ſo nearly to refcemble Ged, 
as to have a Soveraign Empire over 
what is moſt Independent among, the 
Creatures * What Glory is1t to have 
this Enipire fixt to our Natures, 
and to have it impolſſib'e for any 
thing to Kaviſh it from us ? They 
would rather ccaſe to be, than loſe 
this Dominion. which is a Right that 
cannot be ſeparated from their very 
Nature and Being. 


BUT. if it be ſo great a Glory 
for them to have an Empire, which 
can never be detiroy'd : the Surm 
and ultimate Acccthon of their glory 
ought to be to ule it only in ſub- 
miſhon to the Laws of God , from 
whom they hold it, as from their 
Sovereign : and the mott infamous 
Crime they can be guilty of, is, to 
make uſe ot this Empire, to Revolt 
andRebel againſtGod,who hath made 
them what they arc. This is the 

black 
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black and ſhameful Treachery that 
has bcen the Miſery of Angels and 
Men. 


THEREFORE look to your 
t ſclves, and fee that this Glory docs 
not dazle you, and make you proud: 
| but conſider that if it cannot be dc- 
ſiroy'd, it may be corrupted. And 
the Will beingcorruptcd,and in Diſ- 
order, it.can command nothing, but 
what is Irregular, and Vitious, hav- 
ng then no other Laws belides its 
US, 


LET us then Re-enter into our 
{clves , and make our ſolemn Pro- 
telt to this great God, that for the 
Future his Kightcouſneſs ſhall Le the 
Rule of all cur Wills, that his Grace 
ſhall. keep the Empire there, and (hall - 
make all the Inclinations and Moti- 
ons of our hearts to be ſubſervient 


t» his Love. Aut V0late 
tas x01 et; 


THE Will therefore is eſſentially a _— 


non eſt, If the will be not free, we ought not to call 
i Will S, Aug. !. 3. de lib. Arb. c. 3, Manic. 105, |. 1. 
ad Bonif.c, 2, & 3. & ptr lege lib. de gra.& lib, Arb.l.s. 
ae Civitc. 9,& 1041.22. ZOLAde predeſtee, 15. & alib. 


+ tree, 
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free. And all that proceeds from 
the Will, and the Reaſon, is free by 


the ſame neceſſity of it's Source and 
Origine. 


| Conſideration. 


WE have a little above ſuppo- 
fed, as a certain Principic, that the 
Eſſence of Liberty is nothing but the 
Empire and Dominion which the 
Will hath over all-its Actions : * Tis 
alſo an aſſured Truth that the Wi'l 
hath eſſentially this Empire; fince it 
hath by the ſame necelhity of its Na- 
ture all its Actions in its own Pow- 
er. It is therefore not to be diſpu- 
ted, that the Will poſſeſſes, by the 
right of its Being , the Eſſence of 
Liberty : and that all which comes 
from the Will, comes neceſſarily from 
its Liberty, and is Eflentially free : 
the Will not being capable of pro- 
ducing any thing but what is inits 
Power, and Dominion. 


RefleAion. 


D O not you think then that this 
advantage, 


—_—_ 


-- 


the PretiÞut TYaths.” 225 

advantage, which *makes you born 

Free, diſpences you from all Laws. 

know that your Will,- though it be 

free, is not Sovercign : and-that all” 

} it's Liberty1s only with an intire at-- 

teftion to ſubmit it ſelf tohim , to ' 

{ſerve whom is to be truly free, ſince - 

that it is tobe a King, 


THEREFORE the Will is no S. Aug. 
longer the Will, when it is no longer ## 4774 
free. And that which does not be- 
long to the Efſence of the Will, nor 
to what is truly Voluntary \, belongs 
not ' to the Nature of Liberty , nor 
of what is Free. 

BUT that which makes an Acti- 
on to be properly Voluntary,or more 
Voluntary 3 is that which renders 
it eſſentially Free, or more Free.And 
that which allies it to the Will, allies 
it to the Liberty alſo, which nothing; 
can diſturb but what may hinder 
the Action from being Voluntary. - 


—_ 


- 


Conſideration. 


ALL this Conſcquence is but an 
evident deduction, or rather a molt + 
L5 clear + 
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clear Explication of that, which hath 
concluded the Will to be eflen- 
tially Free, and all the, Action which 
is Voluntary to truc ſence, hath alſo 
neceſſarily the true and cſſential Li- 
berty. And to conteſt and diſpute 
the Truth of this Conſequence, one 
muſt take away from God the Li- 
berty with which he Loves himſelf 
{o much the more Freely,as he Loves 
himſclt with a more Voluntary Love : 
one muſt do an Injury to the Glory 
of the Saints, whoſe Love does not 
make their Felicityr, but becauſe it 
is Free, and ſo much the more 
Free, as that they will immatably 
love him. whom they love : one 
muſt alſo excuſe the Crimes of 
thoſe Souls that are moſt abandoned 
to their Lulis, who Sin with ſo much 
the more Liberty as their own Love, 
void of all Grace, does the more 
fixongly faſten them to Sin 3 ſince it, 
is the Will which makes the Liber- 
ty, in Loving only that which 
Pleaſcs it, and becauſe it Pleaſcs it. 


Refigcion. 
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Reflection. 


I DO therefore much rathcr 
chooſe to acknowledg that what is 
truly Voluntary, is eſſentially Free 3 
and that the Will js no longer the 
Will, when ,it is no longcr Free, 
than diſpute with God the Liberty 
of the Love wherewith he Loves 
himſelf; and Envy the Holy Spirits 
that Free Love which makes them 
Happy. - 


F AR thercforc ſhould I be from - 
exculing our Crimes upon the De- 
tet of our Liberty , which Grace 
leaves to it ſelf; it is that we ought 
to condemn; fince that it is our Will 
alone which ingages us to Sin 3 and 
the more ourhearts lct out their at- 
tection to the Creatures, the greater - 
is our Crime, becauſe it wills, and 
it loves that molt which makes its - 
Crime, 


SIN therefore has not deſtroy'd 1:berim » 
the Liberty, for that is inſepa» ©9%#trimn * 
. " : uſque adro 
zy. ptccatore non periit, ut per illud. ptgcent, maximne om-" 

NES 13 
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* 1qui cum deleFatione peccant,& amore ptccati boc tis 
i cet quod tis lubet, &c, Tt is ſo true that Free 
1] 15 nor deſtroyed ina Sinner , as it is by that 
A1ncipally all thoſe do Sin with Pleaſure , in 
'hom the Love of Sin is the Cauſe that what they 
Vill, Pleaſes them, S. Aug. l. 1. ad Bonif. c. 2, & 
» Et vid, pag. 82, 


rable from the Will: and * how Et- 


Quando f.xcious'or Victorious ſoever Grace 
egEaULE Nt "—_" . 

ides jus May be, it is ina perfect alliance 
dificeret With Liberty ; asalſo our Lu{t makes 
q«zd alix4 us fo much the more free to Evil, as 
TY 1þe. It gives us a ſtronger Inclination,and' 
ret in fas Propenſity to Sin. 
liberrs- 
man , fortiſiman , Ieviftiſimam, Perſruerantiſſiman 
voluntatem ? Ecce qutemadmodum ſecundum Gratiam 
Dez , non contra tam Libertas defenditny woluntatis, 
Volantas quippe humana non libertate conſequitur Gra- 
tiam , ſed Gratia potins libertatem , & ut Perſeveret 
zuſaperabilem Fortitudinem. When JESUS-CHRIST 
b=g'd that Petrys Faith might not fail; What beg'd 
he, bur that he might have a Will moſt Free, moſt 
Strong, moſt Viorious , and moſt Perſevering in 
Faith ? This 1s the manner 1n which the Liberty of 
the Will is defended according to the Grace of God, 
ard not contrary ro-tt. For'the Will does not obtain 
Grace by its Liberty , but it rather does obtain Lt- 
berry by Grace and an Inſuperable Power to Per- 
keyvere, So Aug. I. de Corr. CB. l. 2. dt Mer. ptccat. 6. 
s, & 18, |. de Nat. & Gra-c. 32,55, $7, & 65. l. ae 
GY4. Ct. 13,14, 23,& 47+ |. 1, ad Bonif. co. 2,3, & 
£9. l. 2.0. 2, & 8. l. 3-8, & 9. l.4 c, 3, 6, 17. 
& 12. |. de perfeft. c. 4. ls 14.040 (bv. + 11. peviege 
ib. de Gra. ® lib, Ath, = 
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T © conclude, the Power of wil- 
ling, and of not willing; of willing 
this Object, or of willing Another, 
does not make the Eſſence of Li- 
berty, And this Power is not ne- 
ccſſary to make an Action to be tru- 
and ly Eſſentially Free, 


Conſideration. 


I T is ſufhcient that Sin has not 
deltroy'd the Will, to ſay, that it 
hath not made it loſe its Liberty, 
trom which it cannot poſlibly be ſe- 
parated. It is-ſuthcient that Grace, 
the molt eftectual , is allyed tothe 
greatelt Love, and the greatett Will 
tor Good, to bring it to an accord 
with our Liberty. And it is ſuffcient 
that this Power,of either doing the 
One or the Other, is not That 
which rendcrs-our Actions truly Vo- 
luntary, nor-that which gives usthe 
Dominion over them. Toconclude, 
that this Power does not enter into 
the Efſential Reaſon of Liberty,and 
that Liberty can have an alliance 
with every other Neccthty but that 

which 
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which deſtroyes the Will, as is that 
Neceſſity, which we call, of conftraint, 
or that, which is known by the 
Name, of Natare, where we do not 
_ Act becauſe we willnot, by way of 
any Dittincticn,or Diſcerning, 


Reflection. 
THE things that we Diſcern 


how few are they ! how often do 
we confound. the State of them 
with the Nature without conhider- 
ing that the State of things changcs 
ofcen, and that their Nature 15 im- 
poſſible of ever changing ! There 
is nothing more-inconttant than the 
Liberty, and the Will of the Crea- 
ture , if we conhder the different 


States of them in Innocence, un- - 


der Sin, with Grace, in Glory, or 
in Hell. 


AND there is nothing more 
invariable than this Will, and this 
Liberty, if we will but conlider the 
Nature, and the Eſſence of it, 
which is always thc fame in all 
thele Eltates, although they arc ve- 

ry 


A. a oo. A Ts 
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ry oppoſite. It cannot will cither 
| by Conſtraint , or by any other Ne- 
ceſſity, but what it wills, otherwiſe it 
weuld will in not willing. , 


T HIS Power of willing, or of 
not willing ,, of willing one thing , 
or another, is therefore only an E | 
tate of the WilL,which is found here 
below among good and evil things. 

It is not therctore that which makes 
me Free, nor that which will make 
the Honour or the Reprooch of my. 
Actions It is not this Power which 
I ought to Examine, to Condemn 
me 3 but it is my Will which com- 
mits all my Crimes. Wherctore 
than ſhould I go to ſearch: whether 
I was able, or was not able to avoid 
them, to hnd in» my want of Power, 
Falſe and Frivolous excuſes. I Wil- Perquan 


led it, that is enough 3 and Iam — 
guilty, dicamus 

non pirts- 

THEREFORE the Effence of nere ad vo- 
Liberty conſilts not in the Indiffc- *wntatin 
nity 2m 

ound beati eſe wvolumus, quia id omnino nolle 101 poſ- 

ſumns neſtio qua & bond conſtr; 6 tone Nature. Nec 

dicire audemus. 1410 Dewm non. /oluntatim ſed -3'Ctſſi- 

tate 
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fatem habere Fuſtitie , quia non poteſt velle peccare, 


Cert# , Deus ipſe nunquid quia peccare non poteſt , ideo 
liberum arbitrium habere negandus oft ? 


Ir is very abſurd to fay that it does not belong to 
our Will ro defire to be happy, becauſe we are nor 
able not ro will it by I know nor what ne- 
ceſſiry of onr Nature. And we dare not (ay , that 
God 1s Juſt by Neceflity , and not by Will, becauſe 
he cannot have a Will ro Sin. What? becauſe God 
cannor Sm, muſt we therefore deny that He hath Free 
Will? $. Aug. |. de Nat. & Gra. ce. 46, 47, 48, & 
49. |. 5. de Civ, 9, & 10. 14s, C 1s |. 22+ £30. b 
ge pred. G 15, & alibi. 


rence, which we call , of contradi- 
Qion 3 nor in that, which we call of 
contrariety. However it is not c- 
nough to Merit, or not to Merit from 
a Liberty which exempts us from 
conſtraint z but we ftand in need 
of one which is alſo diſeygaged 
from the Necetſity which we call, of 
Nature : although there be not al- 
ways need of .that which puts the 
Will out of all manner of Neccility, 


Conſideration. 


THIS Power of willing , or of 


not 


Pn as 


the Precedent T7 -uths. 


not willing, is that which the School 
calls Indifference, or Liberty of con- 
tradition , and the Power we have 
of willing one thing, or another, is 
the Indifference, or Libertv, which 
we call, of contraricty. We have 
theretore already fufhciently known 
that the Efſence of Liberty is not 
capable of being in this Indifference, 
when we have confidered that Eſ- 
{ential Liberty cannot ſubſiſt in this 
Power of doing, or of not doing 1 
of doing the one, or doing the other. 


THAT it true Liberty demands 
an abſolute diſengagement not only 
'of Conſtraint, but alſo of Neceſlity, 
which they call-, of Nature : the 
Merit, and Demerit have the {ame 
Right to be ſet Free from theſe two 
Neceſſities, which cannot poſhbly 
have any alliance with the Will, 
without which there cannot be any 
Merit or Demerit, 


WE don't confider here the pre- 
ſent State of our Will, when it may 
be truly ſaid, that we cannot either 
Merit, or Demerit without the In- 

difference 
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difference of Contradiction , or of 
Contrariety , which is Inſeparable 
from it. It would be an Errour, 
and even a Hereſy to maintain the 
contrary. 


RefleAion, 


W E ought not therefore any 
longer to confider this Indifſcience, 
wherein our Will is found, as a per- 
fection of our Liberty ; but as a 
defect of our Nature, and an un- 
happineſs of our State. Inconſtan- 
cy and Ficklcneſs, can they be a- 
ny advantage of Nature ? to be 
able not to At, or to be able to 
fall into the dcfeQt, is it nota 


Weakneſs, rather than a Perfc- 
Ction 2 


THIS Indifference then is fo 
far from py, glory and ho- 
nour of my Liberty , that I only 


have conſidered it as a Weakneſs, 
which ought to make me groan at 
the proſpe& of fo many Evils, into 

the 
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the midſt of which I am expoſed 
| by it; and which ought to make 
me tigh and long atter thoſe E- 
ternal Bleflings , which (hall be Un- 
mixt and Pure , where my Liber- 
| ty thall be {6 much che more Per- 
| fect, as, finding it (clt diſengaged 
from all thoſe Evils, it cann«t be 
| capable of Loving any but thole 


FOR 
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FOR THE 


ESTATE 


Of Corrupt 


NATURE E. 


Truth. 


_ R ACE does enly deliver him 
my "ww | that wills it ; and that which 


'bominum Wn taking away the hardncſs of the 
cordibus 


eptrars , non ut homines, quod fiers non poteſt, volentes 
erraant. ſid ut wolentes tx nolentibus fiant, Almighty 
God knows how to work even within the hearts of 
Men, not that Men ſhonld be Willing to believe what 
1s impothble ro be done, bur that the Willing ſhould 
made out of the Unwilling. S.Aug.l.2.4d Borif.c. 18. 
b. 40.6, & 9. Trat.29.in S, Job.l, 2. cont. Epiſt.Petil. 
6.84- Ser. 15. Verb. Apoſt, c.11.1, 1. de oper.perfect. &c. 


heart, 


MEER IEP SE TS = FF & * 


, or th | fate 0 cc. 


heart, makes a Man that he never 
docs reliſt it, does not take away 
that Power of Motion in the Will 


' which is the cauſe that our Will 


| may xcliſt, and yet will not, 


Conſideration. 


HOW Rebellious or wild fo- 
| ever the Will of Man may be, yet 
| it mult vaile and give Place to the 
| Sweet and Efftcacious Power of 
| Grace. But what Empire and Do- 
minion ſoever Grace may have 0- 
ver the Will, it do:s not Captivate 
it, but in Reſtoring it to its Liber- 
ty, thatisto ſay, in making it to 
will the good it could not Love, 
And ſo it is true, that Grace does 
| only deliver him that wills it 3 ſince 
that it does not deliver but inmak- 
ing Willing, Nevertheleſs how In- 
vincible ſoever Grace may be, which 
with ſuch Tenderneſs ſoftens the 
heart , that it does never rcliſt it; 
yet it is not invariable, but it always 
leaves in the Will of Man ſuch Pow- 
cr of willing as may change it ; 
an 
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and cauſe it to will Juſt the contra- 
ry to that Good it purſues. It is 
the State of our Will , which, find- 
ing it felt here below to be betwixt 
Good and Evil things, may love 
thoſe Good things it it be prevent- 
ed and aided by Grace; and may 
Abandon it ſelf to thoſe Evil things, 
by the Sole weight of its Lut,which 
Grace takes nct away trom him, but 
he till keeps, 


R efleftion. 


THERE is nothing more Mild 
and Gentle, and yet more Strong 
and Powertul than Grace, which, 
being only Fleaſure and Love, in- 
vincibly gains the molt Rebellious 
Will, and makes it yeild to it with- 
out Conſtraint, and becauſe it will. 
But alſo there is nothing, more in- 
conſtant than our heart, which with 
all the Force, and all the Weight of 
Grace is not able to fix it (cf to that 
which. is Good, without conſerving 
{till an Inclination to Evil. and with- 
out retaining that Ficklcnefs <viiich 

makes 
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makes it oftentimes in one Moment 

not to will the Good that it (ought 

after with utmoſt Heat and Ferven- 

cy. *Tis this Inconftancy which 

ought to make the moſt Elevated 

Souls to tremble, and to fear leſt an 
unhappy fall ſhould ſeparate them 

from Him whom they Love. 


THEPEFORE the Will Co-o- ,,,,,,, .. 
peratcs with Grace : and Man, in the agant, non 
Etiate even of Corrupted Nature, *t #p/6 ni- 
hath , with Actual and Efficacious —{ pwn 

are 
Grace, an abſolute Power to carry jfluenced 
himſelt to things moſt oppoſite, thar ey 
Aa, 


which are Good and Evil. ma 
s d nor 
Conſideration. —_— 


nothing at 

GRACE does not Ad alone all. S.4ug. 
when it converts us, and carrics us {+ 4t cory, 
out to that which is Good , fince wn 
that it does not deliver the Will, 1,241. 


and ſtir it up to Good, but in mak- 


. ing it toLove, and zo will Righte- 


ouſne(s. 


AND if the Will, howſoever 
it be alliſfked with the moſi _— 
tu 


240 


For the Eſtate of 
ful Grace, ſtill conſerves that Na- 
tural and Eſſential Freedom and 
Liberty , by which it may not Wil 
what Grace Inſpires. into it , and 
which may will the contrary : we 
may then very truly conclude that 
Man in that Eſtate hath , with the 
molt Efhcacious Grace, an abſolute 
Power to carry himſclt out to Good 
and Evil 3 to Good,by the Force and 
Virtue of this Grace 3 and to Evil, 
through its own Love, which is al- 
ways ſuthcient enough of its (clt to 
Sin. 


R eflefion. 


W HAT an honour is it to our 
Will, that it ſhould enter into a 
Commerce with God tor the greateſi 
of all his Works, which is the con- 
verhon of our Hearts , and our Sal- 
vation, which is never wrought, if 
we will not ? But to what docs our 
Will owe this honour? it is not to 
its Merits, norto its own Efforts and 
Indeavoursz but to the only Grace 
of JESUS CHRIST, which cannot 
poſſibly Act in it, but in making it 

Jointly 


vo OP 0D Wee os, ae f 


PRIOR 
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jointly to Act with it. Let it then be 
in the alone Grace of JESUS 
CHAISS Ht Will advan- 
ces and it (elf, if it 
find in it Ces any thing that is wot- 
thy of Glory and Honour. 


T HE Will therefore, which the 
more Powerful and Prevailing Grace 
over-rules, and leads to that which 7,;,, + 
is Good, is not only a paſſive Power Deo, nox 
that receives the Impreiſhon of this amen qua-- 
Grace : but it is an Adtive Power, # 49m 


which wills, and which Adts even —_ = 
Conemur, 
ma quaſs ut non velimus, fine voluntate tud non erit in 
te Tuſtitia Dei. —_— uidem now oft niſs tua, 7u- 


tia non eft ni e Fuſtitia Dei ſine 26+ 
= tk 3 re in te _— wy rhe valuntatem tt 
emonſtratum eſt quid > beas & Juſt ltx 


— ror” neſcientem , Juſtificit volente 

All { from God, bur yer noe as if we were ſleeping, 
without uſing our Indeavours;and asif we would not, 
withouc your Will the Righteouſneſs of God will nor 
be in you, T0 0s Fan an Og Benecntbek 
is of God, without your Will the RighteouſneG of 
God be, but it cannot be in you without your 
Will. on dave det ades yen axche vs do, 
the Law has Commanded God has made you 
without your knowledg, but He does not make you 
Righteous without you will your (elf, S. Aug. ſer 
is. verb. Apot, c. 11, &c, 


M by 
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by the Impulſe that Grace gives to 

it, the Good for which it makes it 

6m an Earneſt and Vehement 
OVe, 


AND what impulſe foever this 
fame Efhcacious Grace gives it tor 
a thing that is Good ; it may, it it 
will, refut it , and go cut to Evil. 


Conſideration. 


. SINCE then itis true, that 
the Will a&s, and co-operates with 
Grace; it cannot be (aid that the 
Willis only a paſſive Power. And 
it muſt be granted, that it may, if 
it will, rcliſt Grace, how Efhcaci- 
ous f{oever it be, Gince it does not 
follow the Motions of it, but be- 
cauſe it Wilt; and with Grac: it 
retains a complete avd ſufficient 
Power to do Evil, RJ 


RefleQion. 


4A was «a as ws bs R9WAS 
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d | R efletiton. 


t YES, Omy God, thou doſt not 
at in me, but to the end that I 
| may a& with you and for you. And 
S if I donot at, ah, it is becauſe I 
r | am without the Spirit of thy Grace, 
t | that Spirit, without which I can 
have neither Life, nor Thought, nor 
any good Motion, 


BUT if Ican,if I will, oppoſe 
thy Love, and reſiſt thy Spirit , as 
a Man may be the cauſe of his own 
death, there is not any Ground or 
Reaſon for him to boaſt 3 but it is 
a mark of my Weakneſs , which 

to humble me, in making me 
to know, that if 1 my ſelf do not re- 
ſit thee, it s the alone Power of 
thy Grace which Invinably binds 
and ingages me to thee, 


THEREFORE the Wil 


| WII 
howſoever it be Excited or Influ- —_ 


wY oY * oY Y FR ov Wy = Þ» 


| MIR ? Yin homi- 
| is arbitrium 4 Dro motum & ex 1tatummn nique poſſe 
\ | diſentire, |; widit,anatvema ſit. Siquis dixerit «(ſe non 
| 


M 2 in 
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3, t hominis wias ſuas malas facere, anathema þt. 

op fay that the Free l of Man, —_— 
and excited by God, cannor diſſent, if it will,let him 
be accurſed, If any one ſay that it is not inthe Pow- 
er of a Man to his ways Evil ; Iet him be ac- 
curſed, Conc. Trent. Seff. 6. Can, 4, &* 6. S. Aug. |. dt 
mr. ptccate Co 18. I, 2. ad Beni. c. 5. i. de Cory. c. 1, 


enced by Grace, hath ics A@tons 
D its Power, to do them, if it wilt, 
and not to do them but becauſe it 
will, and it may make its ways 
evil, if it will. 


Conſideration. 


HOWSOEVER the Willis 
drawn by Grace, it docs not follow 
it, but becauſe it wills it, and if it 
yo will it, 4 would not follow 
it, ſince that it does not Co-operate 
with Grace, but in willing. How 
ſtrong {oever then Grace may be, 
the Will hath always the Empire 0- 
ver all its Actions, fince they are no 
otherwiſe than "what it wills; and 
it may make its ways evil, ſince it 
may, if it Will, refiſt Grace, and it 
it does not refilt it, it is becauſe it 
wills not. 


R efleGion. 


— TY 


Corrupt NV atnre. 


Reflection. 
HOW Sweet and Amiable is 


it to Live under the Empire of 


Grace, which not Commanding, but 
by the moſt Juſt, and molt Sacred 
of all Loves, cannot have cither any 
Cruelty, or Violence! It Grace 


makes me to will what I would: 


not , and what I (ſhunned, it is by 
making me to love a Good which 
I did not underſtand,or which I had 
not the Power to love. It it makes 
me to hate , and fly from what [ 
loved and ſought after with fo 
much pathon and Earneltneſs , it is 
by diſcovering to me the Evil , and 
by giving to me a Horror-ot that 
which betore I called my Delight 
and Happines.. lua Word, it jt 
makes me to hatc and leave Sin, 
it is by giving,me a greater»Love tor: 
Rightonlen, 


I CONFESS that with all the 
helps and atli tances of Grace, 
it is in me to deltroy my (elf, and 


to go on in the ways of my own: 


M 3 Dew &S., 
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Deſires. And it is that which 
to ſtrike me with Terror and 


fion, and only to make me glory in 


the Grace of Him who puts a to 
all my ftraglings, and whoconduds 
me in right Paths, and ir» the ways 
of Salvation. 


THEREFORE how Powerful + 


ſoever Grace may be, which prevents 


us, and which excites us, the Will - 
remains always Free 3 and ir jointly 
and freely co-cperates with Grace, 
and alſo may not co-operate withie, 


Conſideration, 


WHO is capable of doubting: ef 
this Truth , after he has ſeen that 
the Will, excited and ſtirred up <- 
ven by the molt Powertub and: Pre- 
vailing Grace, hath always the Do- 
minion and Empire over its Actions, 
and that it may. if it wills, wander, 
and deſtroy it felt in following ano- 
ther Guide, and in taking Ill-ways 
and Courſes. 


RK efted 10s 


| 


R efledt;on: 


W HEN. Grace Triumphs over 
my Will, in making me to Love- 
a Good which I no Inclination 


i} te, it docs not deprive it of its Li- 


is never more free , than when 
| . y to 
off all the Ferters that bind ; it 
faſt to the Creatures. It is never 
more free, than when Grace makes 
it moſt generouſly to Combate with, 
and Vanguitlr all that ſubjects it to 
Sin, and makes itthe Captive of its 
Lulis.. Ina word , my Will is ne- 
ver more Free , than when Grace 
gives it a greater Love for Good 3. 
and if it be carried out to it with 
an Invincible Courage, it is becauſe 
it Wills it with an Inſuperable 
Force, 


THERE- 
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.,. THEREFORE Grace, even in 
4-10 ”* the Eſtate of Corruption, is molt 
' perfectly Allied and Joined to the 


tibus a li- 
mans. Liberty of Man; and it does not 


_— —_ fo much as the indifference 
59% of his Will, to ingage it ſelf ci- 
1114bers. ther to Good or Evil. 


verit, tunc 

vere libers eritis. Liberum itaque arbitrium , & ad 
bonum & ad malum faciendum confitendum eſt nos ba - 
berr, Std in malefaciendo liber oft quiſque Fultitie, 
ſerouſque peccati ;, in bono autem eſſe nullus poteſt niſi 
furrit liberatus ab &© qui dixit, fs vos Filins librrs 
verit , tunc vers libers eritis, 

We muſt confeſs then that we have Free will boch 
for the Evil, and for the Good,but ro do the Evil,eve- 
ry one is Free to Righteouſneſs , and a ſervant to 
Sin ; and for the Good, none can be Free, if he be 
not delivered by Him who hath faid ; you ſhall be 
Free iudeed, if the Son ſhall make you Free. $. Aug. 
L. de perftce © 4+ |. ds Corre Cole |. 2. de Mer. pece. c, 
5, & 18. lo de Nat. & Gra. c 32, 57, & 65. 1.de Gra, 
6. 13, 14, 23, 47+ (+ 3. Cont. Tat. Ge Iole 4, 1.1, 
ad Bonif. c. 2,3, 18, & 19-(.2, 6.2, & 8.1L. 3.c. 8, 
& 9, |. 4. C« 3; 6, 11, & 12+ t. de Corr. c. 2,8, 10, 
11, 12, &* 13, Man. & 30, & 31+ |. 14. de Civ. cl. 
fer. 13, de Verb. Apoſt. c. 10, 11,12, ſir. 15. C 11, per 
ligelib. de Gra, & lib. Arb. &c, 


Conſideration. 


Coryupe Nature. 


Conſideration. 


THIS et Accord of the 
Grace of JESUS CHRIST with 
our Fiberty, is too apparently Evi- 
dent in all the Truths that we have 
confidered , to have any need of 
ſeeking for the Proots of them. 


Refledtion. 


IF Grace has ſo fair an Alliance, 
and makes ſo perfe& an Accord with 
my Liberty ; what can ever have the 
Power to make me break fo glori- 
ous ar» Alliance, and to violate (o 
Sacred an Accord ? What Sacriledg 
is it to break the Alliance of Grace, 
which comes from the Blood of JE- 
SUS CHRIST , and which makes 
us his Friends, his Brothers , and 
brings us into the Adoption of his 
Children ? Oh! what Impiety is it 
to Violate the Accord of Grace, 
which alone can Work our Recon- 
ciliation, and our Salvation / 


LET 


ji 7, rate j 


LET thy Grace, O God, fa- 
ſten me then Inſeparably to thee, 
by an Alliance which is never to be 
broke, Let this ſame Grace unite 
me undividedly unto thee , by an 
Accord of Will, which Loves, and 
which Deſires none but THEE, 


fe F< . + 


_— 
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